SCRIPTURE CENTRAL

https://scripturecentral.org/

Type: Magazine Article

Ancient American Races

Author(s): C. H. Robinson

Source: The Latter-Day Saints' Millennial Star, Vol. 50, No. 3 (16 January 1888)
Published by: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

Page(s): 33-36

Abstract: This article is a report of Professor Chad H. Robinson’s lecture on the ancient
American races. At a Salt Lake City theatre he displayed five mummified Olmec people
that were discovered in Arizona. These mummies are of a white race that existed in
ancient America. The article describes the discovery of manuscripts and artifacts in
Central and South America that support the Book of Mormon.

This item is in the public domain.


http://bookofmormoncentral.org/
https://scripturecentral.org/







LATTER-DAY SAINTS' MILLENNIAL STAR. 35

tries of North and Central America
a field for their h%hest ambition.
Colonel Galendo, Waldeck, Rosny,
Squier, Larrouza, Stephens, Cather-
wood, Powell, Jackson, Charnay and
a host of others have since thattime
made comparative rapid progress in
bringing to light the fact that centu-
ries before Columbus lived there had
flourished on the then unknown con-
tinent a civilization rivaling if not
surpassing anything known in the old
world.

When the discovery of these facts
was made publie, the spirit of inquiry
was increased, and the public mind
began to be convinced, as is said by
the historian Bancroft, that * the ten-
dency of modern research is to prove
the great antiquity of American civili-
zation as well as of the American peo-
}Jla;.and if either was drawn from a
oreign source it was at a time pro-
bably so remote as to antedateall Old
World culture now existing.”

Stephens and Catherwood did more,
perhaps, than any others, in their two
visits, to bring to our knowledge the
ruins of Central America, where they
discovered upwards of forty ruined
cities, besides making eareful exami-
nations of the great cities of Uxmal,
Copan, Palenque and Quiche. Their
labors, added to those of the others,
have placed beyond doubt the ancient
occupation of America by a civilized
race,

These researches have developed
more than the fact that there existed
a knowledge of astronomy, architec-
ture, mechanics, etc., among these
peoples. Their ideas of religion and
their traditions of their origin are
brought to light in such plainness,
that the connection with the religion
of the Bible, at some remote period,
can be distinctly traced. It is true
that no one has yet been found to
decipher their hieroglyphics, and give
to the world the history contained on
parchment and engraved on metal or
stone, But sufficient has been ob-
tained to enable scientists to agree
that one of these hypotheses is cor-
rect regarding them: Either — first,
that the American races were autoch-
thonic, as claimed by Agassiz, in ae-
cordance with his doctrine of multiple
centres of creation; second, that they

are of one blood with the races of the
eastern continent, from whom they
were separated by the subsidence of
the intervening land; or third, that
they represent a migration from Asia
via Behring Straits, or across the Paci-
fic in lower latitudes. The first two
of these theories are raé)idly losing
ground in the face of the development
of facts. Of the third, the advocates
of the Behring Straits course of
migration point to the “linguistic the-
ory, or the existence of language simi-
lar in construetion to the Aztee along
the northwest coast of America; while
those who believe the migration came
direct across the Pacific in lower lati-
tudes, point with a reasonable degree
of certainty to the traditions of all the
Maya and Nahua races, that their
forefathers made a long journey by
land and by sea, from *toward the
sotting of the sun.” The Nahuasalso
claim that in this migration the com-

any that came over in ships num-
Eered seven families.

While all these developments have
been going on, the Beok of Mormon
history has not been taken into ac-
count, except in a spirit of 1estf: by
those engaged in this work. But
strange and marvelous is the authen-
tication which it has received from
this source. The gorgeous palaces,
sacred temples and balf-buried cities
that have been unearthed slowly but
surely, are increasing the indisputable
proofs of the correctness of the his-
torical statements in that sacred re-
cord, and as each successive year rolls
round some new discovery is made,
some new fact brought to light, as
supplemental and external evidence
of its truthfulness.

The idea of a belief in the doctrines
of Christianity among the progenitors
of the present Iudians was, a few
gears ago, looked upon as too absurd
or consideration, for how, it was
asked, could the teachings of the Sa-
vior be brought across the ocean when
His disciples had no knowledge of
the existence of another continent?
This difficulty seemed insurmount-
able, and as a result the accounts of
the natives concerning the Crucifixion
were cast aside, and the analogies
between the religion of the
and Nahuas and that of the Jews








