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This of itself is sufficient to explain how it is that so much of the writings
of the apostles is difficult to understand. A number of Paul’s letters are
written in answer to letters from the churches making inquiry about certain
points of doctrine, and when the writings of Paul were collected, only his side
of the correspondence was given, so we cannot always judge of the circum-
stances under which his advice and instruction and exposition of doctrine
were given, something quite necessary to the full comprehension of that
which he wrote. If one side of a correspondence in modern days should be
thrown into our hands, very much of what was contained in the letters would
not be understood by us, unless we had the letters which called out those
that had fallen into our hands. So it is with many of the epistles of the
New Testament.

Moreover, we must interpretate what are, by some, considered difficult and
apparently contradictory passages of Scripture, and that appear arbitrary,
and which not unfrequently are quoted to support erroneous doctrines—by
all the circumstances—so far as they can be gathered—under which the
passage was written, and regard it in the light of the spirit of the Gospel and
right reason. For example, it is written in St. Luke:

“If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children,
and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple” (Luke
xiv, 26).

Is any one so lost to reason as to insist that a man must absolutely Aate his
kindred, using the word hate in its usual signification? We think not. He
would remember at once that that idea was not in keeping with the spirit of
the Gospel. He would call to mind that Jesus had said:

““Ye have heard that it hath been said: Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and hate thine
enemies, but T say unto you, love your enemies bless them that curse you,” ete.

Indeed the whole spirit of the Gospel is love, not hate. And if one is re-
quired by the Gospel law to love even his enemies, is it reasonable to con-
clude that that law requires him to hate the father who protected him in his
weakness, or the mother whose anxious heart yearned over him from infaney
to manhood, or the wife of his bosom bound to him by the most sacred ties
of affection known to humanity? Nay, none will subscribe to a doectrine so
revolting to reason—so monstrously absurd—so at variance with the whole
spirit of the Gospel. When looked at in connection with the spirit of the
general teachings of Jesus, and the same doctrine stated by other writers
who give it—* He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy
of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of
me”—the meaning of the passage under consideration is readily understood,
and means that a man must love his kindred and friends less than he does
his Lord, but is not required to hate them.

So with the passage so often quoted to support the idea that men are saved
by grace alone, and without any acts of obedience to God—

*“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God: not of works, lest any man should boast” (Ephesians ii. 8, 9).

But in connection with this passage others should be considered, such for
example as,

“Receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls, But be








