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the course of certain actions at Provo, 
Judge Cradlebaugh, entirely without 
necessity, made a requsition upon 
Colonel Johnston for troops to protect 
witnesses and guard prisoners. Against 
this action, the Mayor, Kimball Bullock, 
protested, but nearly a regiment of 
soldiers marched over and camped in 
the city. The governor protested,urging 
that troops were to be called out 
ordinarily only on his requisition. But 
the colonel and the judges held a differ­
ent view of it. The Governor issued a 
proclamation protesting against the 
continuance of the troops at Provo.

At this time, a scheme was concocted 
for the arrest of President Young. 
Officers from Camp Floyd interviewed 
the governor on the subject, and he 
indignantly resisted the project. The 
officers returned and the news was 
circulated that Colonel Johnston would 
send two regiments of infantry and a 
battery to the city to enforce a writ for 
the apprehension of the ex-governor. 
Governor Cumming, sufficiently ac­
quainted with the scheme to act intelli­
gently, notified General Wells to hold 
the militia in readiness to move at a 
moment’s notice. Five thousand men 
were said to have been under arms at 
this time. Outposts were stationed at 
the point of the mountain to the west 
and in the direction of Camp Floyd on 
the south. But Johnston did not move 
on the city, and in the meantime a letter 
arrived from the Attorney General, Jere­
miah Black, in which the position of the 
judges was strongly condemned and that 
of Governor Cumming sustained.

An effort was at this time made to re­
move the governor, but once more that 
tried and noble friend of the Mormons, 
Colonel Thomas L. Kane, stepped into 
the breach. This time he delivered a 
lecture on the Mormons, before the 
Historical Society of New York, upon 
the “situation in Utah,” which, by his 
contrivance, was widely circulated by 
the Associated Press, with the result of 
fanning public opinion into a just appre­
ciation of affairs in Utah—the influence 
of which was felt by the administration. 
Among the agencies that exercised 
weight in the adjustment of the Bu­
chanan affair, must not be forgotten the 
earnest voice and potent influence of 
Captain Stewart Van Vliet, upon his 
return to Washington.

The militia settled dpwn into a per­
formance of routine duties. Drills, oc­
casionally of two or three days’ dura­
tion, were regularly held. There was 
no service. The Indians were quiet. 
Johnston’s army left at the beginning of 
the Rebellion, and was succeeded by 
General P. E. Connor, California Volun­
teers, and his command of about a 
thousand men, who had started for the 
Potomac, but were held at Salt Lake 
City to operate against the Indians of 
Idaho and the Plains, who were giving 
much trouble in the absence of the 
regular garrisons.

In 1863,two companies of United States 
Volunteers were raised from among the 
members of the Legion, for service along 
the mail route. Lot Smith and R. T. Bur­
ton were in command. They saw much 
arduous service. R. W. Young.

A NEW WITNESS FOR GOD.
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Oh, Truth divine, enlightened by thy ray, 
I grope and guess no more, but see my way.
How is it that Mexican mythology re­

flects so distinctly so many incidents of our 
Bible history—the Fall, through woman’s 
transgression; the Flood, the escape of a 
single family by means of the ark; the 
building of the Tower, and its destruc­

tion through the displeasure of the Deity 
—whence came all these ideas? Then 
again the traditions respecting their God 
Quetzalcoatl, reflecting many of the 
characteristics of Jesus, the Son of God, 
while the doctrine of the Trinity, the In­
carnation, the celebration of the Euchar­
ist, holding the cross as an object of 
veneration, the rite of baptism as cele­
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brated among’them, and the notion of 
three states of existence in the future life 
—conforming so admirably with Paul’s 
doctrine of there being “one glory of the 
sun, and another glory of the moon, and 
another glory of the stars—* * * so also 
is the resurrection of the dead”—leads 
one inevitably to the conclusion that by 
some means or other the forefathers of 
the Mexicans must have been acquainted 
with the leading principles of the Chris­
tian religion.

As by a shadow one may know that 
some substance is passing between the 
light and where the shadow falls, so one 
may know by the traditions of the abori­
gines of America, containing as they do 
so much that is analagous to the leading 
incidents of Bible history, and the funda­
mental principles of the Christian reli­
gion, that at some time, and in some 
manner, the ancient inhabitants of Amer­
ica had some positive knowledge re­
specting these great truths.

So sure of this were some of the Cath­
olic priests who accompanied Cortez to 
Mexico, that they invented the theory 
that the Apostle St. Thomas made his 
w.ay to America and taught the Gospel 
to the people, and thus laid the founda­
tion for the traditions we treated of in 
our last chapter. Others again main­
tained that the devil had counterfeited 
the principles of Christianity in order to 
allure the people to their destruction. 
The latter proposition is so improbable 
and absurd, that its consideration need 
not detain us; the former is so uncertain 
—a mere conjecture with nothing to 
sustain it—that it is rejected by those 
V’ho have closely studied the subject. 
There is also another theory advanced, 
viz., that the Hebrew and Christian tra­
ditions passed into America with the 
Scandinavian colonies, formed since the 
eleventh century. This hypothesis 
Humboldt rejects, for the very good 
reason,

“That the religious ceremonies, the dogmas, 
the traditions which struck the imagination of 
the first Spanish missionaries were incontestably 
found at Mexico ever since the arrival of the 
Toltecs, and consequently three or four cen­
turies before the navigation of the Scandinavians 

to the eastern coasts of the new Continent."— 
Travels in America, vol. I, p. 168.

The fact is, the theories of the learned 
travelers who have treated of this subject 
are conjectures merely. They are as 
blind men groping for the wall. They 
look upon the ruined temples, pyramids 
and cities of ancient America, and read 
there something of the extent and grand­
eur of the civilization that could produce 
such monuments, and will tell you, per­
haps, that in some respects it resembled 
the Hebrew, and in others it partakes of 
the Egyptian character. They look upon 
the hieroglyphics cut deep in the walls 
of temples and shafts of basalt, but they 
are as a sealed book—none can read 
them. With the same puzzled air they 
turn to the mythology of that land; they 
see its wonderful analogy to the truths of 
Scripture, and the mystery deepens; they 
cannot account for it. They question, 
but there is no answer. Even conjecture 
breaks down in conflicting and unsatis­
factory results, and the cloud of mystery 
which hangs over ancient America re­
mains impenetrable to allfhuman efforts.

Meantime, through a revelation from 
God, some of the records of the ancient, 
civilized peoples of America have been 
brought to light, and by the power of 
inspiration they have been translated 
into the English language. From that 
source is learned the following concern­
ing the origin, development and final 
decay and loss of that civilization which 
distracts the wisdom and learning of 
man, yet challenges his astonishment:

In the first year of the reign of Zede- 
kiah, King of Judah, 600 years, B. C., a 
prophet named Lehi, being warned of 
God that Jerusalem would be destroyed, 
the Jews dragged into bondage, and 
being so commanded of the Lord, gath­
ered his family together and departed 
into the wilderness by the Red Sea. 
This little company was subsequently 
increased, being joined by one Ishmael 
and his family. For several years they 
wandered through the wilderness of 
Arabia, until they came to the coasts of 
the Arabian Sea. There they construct­
ed a vessel by command of God, and 
sailing in a south-easterly direction land­
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ed on the west coast of South America, 
thirty degrees south latitude.

This to the colonists was the land of 
promise. They found it fertile and 
abounding with resources necessary to 
their happiness. But unfortunately the 
elder sons of Lehi, Laman and Lemuel, 
were not at all times in sympathy with 
the commandments which the Lord gave 
to their father and to a younger brother 
Nephi, a leading spirit aud prophet of 
God. It was with reluctance they left 
Jerusalem and their wealth, and en route 
to the promised land their rebellion and 
wickedness frequently marred the peace 
and happiness of the migrating band.

Nor did this rebellious spirit subside 
after their settlement in America. On 
the contrary, it increased until it ended 
in a division of the colony; the righteous 
portion, who believed in the revelations 
that God had given, following the pro­
phet Nephi northward into the wilder­
ness, and calling themselves Nephites. 
The others adhered to the elder brother 
Laman, and were called Lamanites. This 
split in the colony led to the development 
of two distinct peoples in the land of 
promise—America. One civilized, the 
other barbarous. The former were the 
Nephites, who cultivated the soil, fos­
tered the arts, built temples and cities, 
and lived under regular systems of gov­
ernment.

In the second century B. C. the Ne­
phites, being hard pressed by their im­
placable enemies, the Lamanites, were 
commanded of the Lord to remove to 
the northward, which they did, until they 
came to the northern borders of South 
America, where they found a great peo­
ple, known as the people of Zarahemla. 
According to the traditions of this people 
—they had kept no records—their fore­
fathers had been led out of Jerusalem by 
Mulek, one of the sons of Zedekiah who 
had escaped the vengeance of Nebuchad­
nezzar, and had been led to that portion 
of America where the Nephites found 
them.

The Nephites and the people of Zara­
hemla amalgamated became one people, 
and developed, in time, into a powerful 
nation; enjoyed a free and noble govern­

ment, and made no inconsiderable ad­
vancement in civilization.

The Lamanites, as before mentioned, 
were the descendants of Laman, the 
eldest son of Lehi. They chose an 
indolent life, living on the wild game 
and fruits which existed in the land in 
abundance. They neglected all indus­
tries and arts and soon sank into bar­
barism; all the while cherishing a settled 
hatred against their more prosperous and 
happy brethren, allowing no opportunity 
to plunder them to pass unimproved. 
Assisted as they frequently were in their 
attacks on the Nephite government by 
traitors and apostates from the Nephites, 
they several times in the centuries pre­
ceding the coming of the Son of God, 
threatened the destruction of the Nephite 
nation and civilization. Happily, how­
ever, up to that time that disaster did 
not take place.

The Lord was not unmindful of this 
people—this branch of the house of Is­
rael; but raised up prophets to teach 
them in the things of heaven, holding 
out to them the promise of a Redeemer, 
who should save them to the uttermost 
on condition of their faith and obedi­
ence.

Moreover, when leaving Jerusalem, the 
colony led out by Lehi took with them 
a copy of the books of Moses and many 
of the writings of the prophets, among 
them the prophecies of Isaiah and some 
of Jeremiah’s, engraven on brass plates 
—all of which were sacredly preserved 
by the Nephites—hence the analogy 
between much of the Mexican mythology 
and incidents of Bible history.

But notwithstanding the instructions 
they received, the warnings that were 
given, the admonitions of the prophets 
of God, and occasional chastisement 
from the Lord, unrighteousness like a 
black pall settled over the people, and 
wickedness prevailed. Wonderful signs 
were given in the heavens at the birth ot 
the Messiah, that they might know that 
the words of the prophets, both those 
whom God had raised up among them 
from time to time, and those whose 
words were recorded in the Scriptures 
that had been brought from Jerusalem, 
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were fulfilled so far as the birth of Mes­
siah was concerned.

These things produced a partial re­
pentance, but it was not permanent; the 
greater part of the people soon relapsed 
into their former state of wickedness, and 
at the crucifixion of the Messiah great 
judgments were visited upon them. 
Earthquakes convulsed nearly all parts 
of the continent. Valleys and plains 
were thrown into mountain ranges, until 
the whole physical aspect of the country 
changed. Many of the large cities were 
buried in the earth; others were sunk 
and the waters of the sea rushed in and 
filled the vacuum; others still were con­
sumed by fire, and many were destroyed 
by the whirlwinds. After these convul­
sions a thick darkness in which no light 
could live, settled for three days over 
the entire land, like a funereal pall. 
Comparatively but few people survived 
this great visitation, and they were of 
the more righteous part of the popula­
tion.

It will be remembered that after Jesus 
arose from the dead He remained for 
some time—more than a month—among 
His disciples at Jerusalem; and some time 
after His departure from among them 
He visited the remnant of the Nephites. 
He proclaimed Himself among them as 
the Son of God, the Messiah, and they 
received Him as such. , He taught them 
the Gospel — established His Church 
among them, organizing it as He did at 
Jerusalem, with apostles, prophets, etc., 
delivered to them the same moral pre­
cepts to observe, the same ordinances to 
practice, promised them the same gifts 
and powers, held out to them the same 
hope of eternal life—in a word, He taught 
them the Gospel in its fulness.

In this the Son of God not only acted 
upon the principles of justice, which 
would seem to demand that some such 
work should be done among the people 
of the western continent, that they might 
have equal chances of salvation with the 
children of God living on the eastern 
continent—but He also fulfilled a very 
important declaration which he made to 
His apostles while at Jerusalem. It was 
this:

“As the Father knoweth me, even so know I 
the Father: and I lay down my life for the 
sheep. And other sheep I have, which are not 
of this fold: them also I must bring, and they 
shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold 
and one shepherd.’’—John x, 15, 16.

This cannot be explained away by say­
ing that He had reference to the Gentiles 
who were to be made partakers of the 
Gospel. From the language it is evident 
that it was some personal ministry he 
referred to; and on the occasion of being 
requested to confer a blessing on the 
woman of Canaan, He said:

“I am not sent but to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.”—Matt, xv, 24.

Therefore when He said “other sheep 
I have, which are not of this fold (mean­
ing some other people than those who 
were at Jerusalem), them also .1 must 
bring, and they shall hear my voice,” 
He certainly had in mind some branch of 
the house of Israel; and inasmuch as the 
Nephites and Lamanites were of the 
house of Israel, when he visited them 
on the western continent. He fulfilled 
the terms of His prophecy as found in 
John.

After this visit of the Messiah among 
the people of the western continent, the 
old distinction of Nephite and Lamanite 
ceased—all became one in Christ Jesus, 
and a long period of peace and righteous­
ness was enjoyed in which the people 
rapidly increased and rebuilt many of 
the waste places. But only a few cen­
turies removed from this advent of the 
Messiah, and the golden age which suc­
ceeded it, men again departed from 
righteousness. Apostates from the 
Church united with those who were 
skeptical, and resurrected the old names 
of Nephite and Lamanite and all the 
bitterness that accompanied them. Se­
cret societies were formed which shook 
the government to the centré, and finally 
destroyed it. The light once enjoyed 
by the people became darkness, and how 
great was that darkness! They were 

I given up to destruction; and at the close 
1 of the fourth century we see their lands 
] laid waste, their cities ruined, the Ne­

phites annihilated, their civilization des- 
1 troyed,—barbarism was everywhere tri­
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umphant and left to revel in its own 
darkness.

This it did for centuries, but still pre­
served in its tradition some remembrance 
—though the facts were doubtless dis­
torted and exaggerated—of that glorious 
period when civilization blessed their 
country with peace and smiling plenty. 
This remembrance of what once existed, 
imperfectly preserved as it was in their 
traditions, led, no doubt, to occasional 
efforts to re-establish that desirable order 
of things; and in Peru and Mexico a 
partial success attended their efforts— 
from the midnight darkness of anarchy, 
and on the ruins of the Nephite civiliza­
tion they had evolved a semi-civilized 
state. Such was their condition when 
the Europeans found them.

This is but a brief and imperfectly 
sketched outline of the history of the in­
habitants of America from about 600 
B. C. to 400 A. D. But those who ac­
cept it can easily understand from whence 
comes the wonderful analogy between ■ 

the mythology of the American Indians 
and the chief incidents of Bible history. 
Quetzalcoatl is no longer a mystery, and 
they know from whence came the rites 
and ceremonies which resemble the or­
dinances of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
They understand also the incongruity, 
as Prescott terms it, of the religious 
system of the Aztec's, which apparently 
had “emanated from a comparatively 
refined people, open to gentle influences, 
while the rest breathes a spirit of unmiti­
gated ferocity,’’ and which “naturally 
suggests the idea of two distinct sources.”

The outline I have sketched of the 
events and circumstances connected with 
the history of the people of the western 
continent, necessarily brief and imper­
fect, accounts for these mysteries that 
perplex the learned. But the manner in 
which these historical facts came to light, 
together with the evidences to sustain 
their truthfulness, must be left for subse­
quent chapters.

B. H. Roberts.

THE BOOM.
When that state of excitement in real 

estate circles and other business whirl­
pools, described in brief, as “the boom,” 
reached our little settlement, a few of 
the riffles touched the borders of our 
quiet home, and I began to see dimly, 
the possible realization of that anticipa­
tion of time so oft expressed, that our 
place must yet be to Salt Lake City what 
Oakland is to San Francisco; the sub­
urban residences for business men and 
families, that prefer an aristocratic dis­
tance between their elegant homes and 
the noise and smoke of factories, ma­
chine shops and depots.

Well, it did look something like it, 
when day after day, in contrast to the 
circumspect jog of market gardeners 
and milk wagons, real estate agents 
chased each other in ungallant haste 
along our country road; the dust raised, 
suggestive of the other “dust” they 
were supposed to carry in stoutly lined 
pockets, each trying to reach some de- 
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sirable point ahead of the other, and 
when possibly colliding, each outbidding 
the other; until the stolid farmer, who 
had heretofore valued his land at fifty 
dollars an acre, now cautiously refused 
to sell the same number of square rods 
for six times the price. Thus soliloquized 
an honest farmer, after the retreating 
figure of an excited and grasping agent 
who had offered him five times his price: 
“Tom, I didn’t know you had such a 
fine lot o’ land; keep it!” But as these 
bargains generally turned out to be 
“optional” purchases, the good pioneers 
who had grubbed out the native sage­
brush, and the tenacious scrub oak, and 
had wrestled mightily with massive 
boulders, that offered defiance and an­
nihilation to ploughshares and seed sow­
ing; who had redeemed the landscape 
from its desolate isolation, and by gentle 
firmness and patience, moved the earth 
to don its mantle of civilizing verdure 
and ornamentation of flowers and fruits;




