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362 LATTER-DAY SAINTS' MILLENNIAL STAR,

long beard, who came from the east; and who after presiding over the golden
age of Anahuac, disappeared as mysteriously as he had come, on the great
Atlantic ocean. As he promis-d to return at some future day, his rea -
ance was looked for with confidence by each succeeding generation. here
is little in these circumstances to remind one of Christianity. But the
curious antiquaries of Mexico found out, that to this God were to be referred
the institution of ecclesiastical communities, reminding one of the monastic
societies of the Old World; ‘hat of the rite of confes-ion and penance; and
the knowledge even of the great doctrines of the Trinity and Iucarnation!
One party, with pious industry, accumulated proofs to establish his identity
with the Apostle St. Thomas; while another with less serupulous faith saw,
in his anticipated advent to regenerate the nation, the type demiveiled of the
Messiah!— p. 464.

This mysterious personage, Quetzalcoatl, was said to have been tall in
stature, with a white skin, long dark hair and a flowing beard. The Mexi-
cans looked confidently forward to the return of this person, this kind deity,
and it was that tradition, deeply imbedded in their hearts, that made it
possible for the Spanish. under Cortez to succeed in their remarkable but
disgraceful conquest of that country, for the Mexicans thought they recog-
nized in Cortez and his followers the descendants of Quetzalcoatl. “We
know by our books,” said the Emperor Montezuma in the first interview he
held with Cortez, *‘ that myself and those who inhabit this country are not
natives, but strangers who came from a great distance. We know, also, that
the chief who led our ancestors hither returned, for a certain time, to his
primitive country, and thence came back to seek those who were here estab-
lished, who after awhile returned agnin, alone. We always believed that his
descendants would one day come to tuke possession of this country. Since
you arrive from that region where the sun rises, I cannot doubt but that
the king who sends you is our natural master.*

The surprise of the Catholic priests who accompanied the expedition of
Cortez was unbounded when everywhere they met with rites and ceremonies
and symbols that reminded them of their own faith. The author we have
already quoted so liberally says on this point:

They could not suppress their wonder, as they beheld the cross, the sacred
emblem of their own faith, rai-ed #s an o'ject of worship in the temples of
Anahuae. They met with it in various places; and an image of a cross ma
be seen at this day, sculptured in bas-relicf on the walls of one of the build-
in%s of Palenque, while a figure bearing some resemblance to that of a child
is held up to it, as if in adoration. Their surprise was heightened, when they

witnessed a religious rite which reminded them of the Christian communion.
On these occasions, an image of the tutelary deity of the Aztecs was made
of flour of maize mixed with blood, and, after consecration by the priests
was distributed among the people, who, as they ate it, ‘shiowed =1gns of
humiliation and sorrow, declaring it was the flesh of the deity.” H.w could
the Roman Catholic fail to recognize the awful ceremony of the Eucharist?
ik . With the same feelings they witnessed another ceremony, that of
the Aztec baptism. . . . . The Jewish and Christ'an schemes were
strangely mingled together, and the brains of the good fathers were still fur-
ther bewildered by the mixture of h-athenish abominations, which were so
closely intertwined with the most orthodox observances. T their perplexity
they lvoked on the whole as the de usion of the Devil, who counte feited the
rites of Christianity and the traditions of the chosen people, that he might

* Norman’s Rambles in Yucatan,
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allure his wretched victims to their own destruction.—Con. of Mex., Appen-
dex., p. 465.

I shall tronble you with but two more quotations. They are significant in
view of what I shall have to state in a subsequent chapter, and for this
reason your attention is especially ealled to their examination:

In contemplating the religious system of the Aztecs, one is struck with its
apparent incongruity, as if some purtion of it had emanated from a compara-
twvely refined people, open to gentle influences, while the rest breathes a spirit
of unmitigated ferocity. It naturally suggests the idea of two distinct sources,
and anthorizes the belief that the Aztees had inherited from their predeces-
sors a milder faith, on which was afterwards engrafted their own mythology.
"The latter soon became dominant, and gave its dark coloring to the creeds of
the conquered nations—which the Mexicans, like the Romans, seem willingly
to have incorporated into their own—until the same funereal superstition
settled over tEe furtherest borders of Anahuac.—Con. of Mex., lib. 1, p. 18.

The other is in relation to their ideas respecting the future state of man;
and with it I close this chapter,

They imagined three separate states of existence in the future life. The
wicked, comprehending the greater part of mankind, were to expiate their
sins in a place of everlasting darkness. Another class, with no other merit
than that of having died of certain diseases, capriciously selected, were to
enjoy a negative existence of indolent contentment. The highest place was
reserved, as in most warlike nations, for the heroes who fell in battle, or in
sacrifice. They passed at once into the presence of the sun, whom they ac-
companied with songs and choral dances in his bright progress through the
heavens, . . . . Such was the heaven of the Aztecs; more refined in its
character than that of the more polished pagan, whose elysium reflected only
the martial sports or sensual gratificatious of this life. In the destiny they
assigned to the wicked we discern similar traces of refinement; since the
absence of all physical torture forms a striking contrast to the schemes of
suffering so ingeniously devised by the fancies of the most enlightened
nations. In all this, so contrary to the natural suggestions of the ferocious
Az1EC, we see the evidences of a higher civilizaiion inherited from their pre-
decessors in the land.—Con. of Mea., lib. 1, p. 20.

o T e e e
We deeply regret to have to record the demise of one of Zion’s noblemen.
The following telegram received from President Wilford Woodruff, Salt Lake
City, will be read with sorrow by all Isracl: * Erastus Snow died evening

twenty seventh this city.” Full particulars will be given hereafter.

T TR TR N L AR S 3 T T R N 1 N Y R N O IS
WE are pleased to learn that the company of emigrating Saints who left
Liverpool per Guion 8.8, Wyoming on the 19th ult., had arrived in New
York, and left there at 3 p.m. on Wednesday the 30th ult,

W are indebted to Utah’s Delegate to Congress, Hon. John T. Caine, for pam-
phlets containing arguments favoring the admission of Utah as a State, made
before the Committee on Territories of the United States Senate, and replies
of Hon. I. 8. Richards to statements in opposition, etc. These documents
furnish much valuable information relating to this question.

RELEASES AND AproINTMENTS.—Elder D. K. Greene is released from the
Manchester Conference, and appointed to labor in the London Conference,





