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DAVID WHITMER.
David Whitmer died at his residence 

in Richmond, Missouri, on the 25th of 
January. Our readers understand that 
David Whitmer was one of the three 
witnesses to the existence of the plates 
from which the Book of Mormon was 
translated, they being exhibited to him, 
Oliver Cowdery and Martin Harris by an 
angel from heaven who had them in his 
charge, while the voice of God pro
claimed to them that the plates had been 
translated by the power of God, and 
commanded them to bear record of what 
they had seen and heard. This they did, 
and their testimony was given to the 
world, printed on the fly-leaf of the first 
edition of the Book of Mormon, and has 
also accompanied every edition that has 
since been published. These three wit
nesses are now dead, and their testimony 
is left with the world. Whatever faults 
they possessed as men, whatever laws of 
God they violated in their lives, they 
have been unwavering in their faithful
ness to the testimony they received and 
wete commanded to bear to the world. 
And though the Church found it neces
sary to disfellowship them for miscon
duct, they still remained faithful to their 
testimony; and no amount of persuasion 
or force of circumstances could be 
brought to bear upon them sufficient
ly to make them deny the testimony 
they had received and published to the 
world.

Oliver Cowdery and Martin Harris re
turned to the Church and died in full 
fellowship with the Saints; David Whit
mer, however, never returned; but to the 
last he was faithful to the trust which 
God had committed to his keeping. 
Within three weeks of his death, in the 
presence of his grandson and Angus M. 
Cannon, President of the Salt Lake 
Stake of Zion, with hand uplifted to 
heaven he solemnly reaffirmed the testi
mony he has so often repeated to men in 
this generation. It was my privilege to 
call upon him at his home a few years 
ago and listen to his testimony. He 
stated that the Book of Mormon was 
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true, that his statement in connection 
with that of Oliver Cowdery and Martin 
Harris was strictly correct, he had 
nothing to add to it, nor to diminish from 
it; and to that testimony he adhered un
til death called him from this earth.

David Whitmer was born January 7, 
1805, in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, so 
that he was eighty-three years old at the 
time of his death. His father is des
cribed as a God-fearing, hard-working 
man, “that after the most straitest sect 
of. religion” he lived a Presbyterian, and 
was also a soldier of the American Rev
olution. While David was an infant his 
father and family removed to the western 
part of New York, about twenty-five 
miles from Palmyra, where they lived 
until 1831.

The first David Whitmer heard of 
Joseph Smith and the Book of Mormon 
was in the year 1828, through Oliver Cow
dery, a young school teacher in Palmyra, 
near where the family of the Prophet 
Joseph lived, and with whom Cowdery 
was acquainted. Through the excite
ment in that neighborhood, and what he 
heard respecting the finding of the 
plates, David and Oliver became inter
ested in the subject, and finally Cowdery 
decided to go to Harmony, Pennsylva
nia, to which place Joseph Smith had re
moved because of the persecution of his 
neighbors; and he promised the Whit- 
mers that if there was any truth about 
Joseph having the plates he would write 
them.

Meeting with the prophet in Harmony, 
and becoming convinced that he had the 
plates, he remained to act as scribe in 
the work of translation, and shortly af
terwards wrote to David Whitmer, and 
called upon him to come to Harmony 
and take the prophet and himself to his 
father’s house, that they might there 
complete the work of translation. This 
David did, and Joseph, his wife and 
Olivery Cowdery lived with the Whit- 
mers until the work of translation was 
completed.

In the course of the work of translat
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ing they came to these words respecting 
the coming forth of the book:

At that day when the book shall be deliv
ered unto the man of whom I have spoken, the 
book shall be hid from the eyes of the world, 
that the eyes of none shall behold it save it be 
that three witnesses shall behold it by the gift 
and power of God, besides him to whom the 
book shall be delivered; and they shall testify to 
the truth of the book and the things therein. 
(II Nephi xxvii, 12).

Learning from this that there were to 
be three special witnesses to behold the 
plates by the power of God and bear 
testimony of their truth to the world— 
Cowdery, Whitmer and Harris desired 
the Prophet Joseph to inquire of the 
Lord if they might not become those 
witnesses. Joseph inquired and received 
through the Urim and Thummim a reve
lation from which we quote the follow
ing:

Behold, I say unto you, that you must 
rely upon my word, which if you do, with 
full purpose of heart, you shall have a view of 
the plates, and also of the breastplate, the 
sword of Laban, the Urim and Thummim, 
which were given to the brother of Jared upon 
the mount, when he talked with the Lord face 
to face, and the miraculous directors which 
were given to Lehi while in the wilderness, on 
the borders of the Red Sea; and it is by your 
faith that you shall obtain a view of them, even 
by that faith which was had by the prophet of 
old. And after that you have obtained faith, 
and have seen them with your eyes, you shall 
testify of them, by the power of God; and this 
you shall do that my servant Joseph Smith, 
Jr., may not be destroyed, that I may bring 
about my righteous purposes unto the children 
of men in this work. And ye shall testify that 
you have seen them, even as my servant Joseph 
Smith Jr., has seen them, for it is by my power 
that he has seen them, and it is because he had 
faith; and he has translated the book, even that 
part which I have commanded him, and as your 
Lord and your God liveth it is true. (Doc. & 
Cov., sec. xvii, 1—6).

The circumstances connected with 
these witnesses obtaining a view of the 
plates, etc., we learn from the words of 
the Prophet Joseph:

Not many days after the above command
ment was given, we four, viz., Martin Harris 
David Whitmer, Oliver Cowdery and myself, 

agreed to retire into the woods, and try to 
obtain by fervent and humble prayer, the ful
filment of the promises given in the revelation 
that they should have a view of the plates, etc.

We accordingly made choice of a piece of 
woods convenient to Mr. Whitmer's house, to 
which we retired, and having knelt down, we 
began to pray in much fait to Almighty God to 
bestow upon us a realizati r. of these promises. 
According to previous rangements I com- 
menced;by vocal prayer our heavenly Father, 
and was followed by eac of the rest in succes
sion. We did not, ho.v ver, obtain any answer 
or manifestation of the divine favor in our 
behalf. We again observed the same order of 
prayer, each calling on and praying fervently to 
God in rotation, but with the same result as 
before. Upon this our second failure, Martin 
Harris proposed that he should withdraw him
self from us, believing, as he expressed himself, 
that his presence was the cause of our not 
obtaining what we wished for; he accordingly 
withdrew from us, and we knelt down again, 
and had not been many minutes engaged in 
prayer, when presently we beheld a light above 
us in the air, of exceeding brightness; and be
hold, an angel stood before us; in his hand he 
held the plates which we had been praying for 
these to have a view of; he turned over the 
leaves one by one, so that we could see them, 
and discover the engravings thereon distinctly. 
He then addressed’ himself to David Whitmer, 
and said, “David, blessed is the Lord, and he 
that keeps His commandments.’’ When, im
mediately afterwards, we heard a voice from 
out of the bright light above us, saying, 
“These plates have been revealed by the power 
of God, and they have been translated by the 
power of God. The translation of them which 
you have seen is correct, and I command you 
to bear record of what you now see and hear." 
I now left David and Oliver, and went in pur
suit of Martin Harris, whom I found at a con
siderable distance fervently engaged in prayer. 
He soon told me, however, that he had not yet 
prevailed with the Lord, and earnestly requested 
me to join him in prayer, that he also might 
realize the same blessings which we had just 
received. We accordingly joined in prayer, 
and ultimately obtained our desires, for before 
we had yet finished, the same vision was opened 
to our view, at least it was again to me, and I 
once more beheld and heard the same things, 
whilst, at the same moment, Martin Harris 
cried out, apparently in ecstacy of joy, “’Tis 
enough; mine eyes have beheld,” and jumping 
up he shouted “Hosannah,” blessing God, and 
otherwise rejoiced exceedingly.
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This event took place in June 1829, and 
m the same month David Whitmer was 
baptized, and was one of the six mem
bers with which the Church was organ
ized in April 1830, and he accompanied 
the Prophet Joseph on some of his mis
sions in those early days. In 1830 he also 
moved to Missouri, and settled on the Big 
Blue River not far from Independence, 
where, during the three years following, 
he suffered in common with the Saints 
from the cruel persecutions heaped upon 
them by their enemies, and was with the 
rest of the Saints driven from the county 
under circumstances of heartlessness 
unparalleled in history'. Like most of 
the Saints he settled, temporarily, in 
Clay County, and in July 1834 was 
appointed President of the High Council 
organized there, and when two years 
later the Saints removed to Caldwell 
County, Missouri, he was appointed 
President of the Saints, which position 
he held until the winter of 1838, when he 
was rejected by the Church in Far West, 
and in April of the same year was finally 
excommunicated by the High Council. 
The following was the charge preferred 
and sustained against him:

1st. For not observing the Word of Wis
dom. 2nd. For unchristianlike conduct in 
neglecting to attend meetings, in uniting with 
and possessing the same spirit as the dissenters. 
3rd. In writing letters to the dissenters in 
Kirtland, unfavorable to the cause, and to the 
character of Joseph Smith, Jr. 4th. In neglect
ing the duties of his calling, and separating 
himself from the Church, while he had a name 
imong’us. 5th. For signing himself Presi
dent of the Church of Christ, after he had been 
cut off from the Presidency.

Soon after this event he removed to 
Richmond, where he has continued to 
reside until the time of his death.

In March 1881, one John Murphy 
represented that David Whitmer had 
denied to him the truthfulness of his testi
mony to the Book of Mormon, and this 
statement brought from the Witness the 
following, which was published in the 
Richmond (Mo.) Conservator of the 25th 
of March 1881:

Unto all nations, kindred, tongues ana 
people, unto whom these presents shall come;
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It having been represented by one John 
Murphy, of Polo, Caldwell County, Missouri, 
that I, in a conversation with him last summer, 
denied my testimony as one of the Three 
Witnesses of the Book of Mormon. To the 
end, therefore, that he may understand me 
now, if he did not then, and that the World may 
know the truth, I wish now, standing as it were 
in the very sunset of life, and the fear of God,, 
once for all to make this public statement: 
That I have never at any time denied that 
testimony or any part thereof, which has so- 
long since been published with that book, as- 
one of the Three Witnesses. Those who know 
me best well know that I have always adhered 
to that testimony. And that no man may be 
misled or doubt my present views in regard to 
the same, I do again affirm the truth of all 
my statements as then made and published. 
"He that hathan ear to hear, let him hear,” 
It was no delusion; what is written is written, 
and he that readeth let him understand.

Accompanying this statement were the 
names of some twenty of Richmond’s 
leading citizens, testifying that from a 
long and intimate acquaintance with 
him they knew David Whitmer to be, “a 
man of the highest integrity and of un
doubted truth and veracity;” and the 
Conservator made the following com
ments editorially.

There is no doubt that Mr. Whitmer, who 
was one of the Three Witnesses of the authenti
city ol the gold plates, from which he asserts 
that Joe Smith translated the Book of Mormon 
(a lac simile of the characters he now has in 
his possession with the original records), is 
firmly convinced of its divine origin, and while 
he makes no efforts to obtrude his views or 
belief, he simply wants the world to know that 
so far as he is concerned there is no “variable
ness or shadow of turning." Having resided 
here for near a half of a century, it is with no 
little pride that he points to his past record, 
with the consciousness that >ie has done noth
ing derogatory to his character as a citizen 
and a believer in the Son of Mary to warran 
such an attack on him, come from what source 
it may; and now, with the lilies of seventy-five 
winters crowning him like an aureole, and his 
prilgrimage on earth well nigh ended, he 
reiterates his former statements, and will leave 
futurity to solve the problem that he was but 
passing witness of its fulfilment.

The Witness has now ended his earthly 
career, and has gone to meet his record
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behind the vail. It can be said of him 
that for more than half a century he has 
stood a faithful witness for God in the 
midst of an unbelieving and proud 

generation, and has never faltered, so far 
as his testimony to the truthfulness of 
the Book of Mormon is concerned.

B. H. Roberts.

CONCERNING SHAKESPEARE.
In the year 1564, in the town of Strat

ford-on-Avon, England, was born a child 
whose name was William Shakespeare. 
His place of birth, parentage, and many 
incidents of the domestic life of his fam
ily are well attested. Many incidents of 
his early boyhood, favorable and other
wise, are also well proven. His early 
marriage with a lady older than himself, 
his departure for London, and his arrival 
there are not to be gainsaid. We know 
positively that he became an actor in 
London; a companion and partner in 
theatrical enterprises with other men, 
and whose labors are not denied by con
temporaries as of a value increasing year 
by year. Contemporary writers extol 
his genius as a play-writer while living; 
and, in the maturity of his years and 
powers, he retires to his native town; 
becomes the largest landed proprietor in 
the place; dies there in the full posses
sion of his faculties in 1616; is buried in 
the picturesque church of his native 
town under its very altar—the most hon
orable and conspicuous place in that 
temple; and over his grave his widow 
surviving him causes to be placed a copy 
of his features and some touching allus
ions to his worth. In 1623 two of his 
surviving partners, fellow actors and 
managers, venerating his genius, and 
wishing that his labor should not be lost, 
collected from the acting copies in the 
theatre library, from quarters stolen or 
badly printed, his works, edited them in 
their poor way, and commended these 
“trifles” to posterity, in the timid hope 
that the applause of contemporary audi
ences might find an echo in the enduring 
admiration of other ages. A contem
porary poet, who was also a fellow-actor, 
“rare old Ben” Jonson, in lines immor- 

. tai, bequeathed the portrait of his rival 
to posterity.

These are the things that we know, 
and can lay our hands upon as proofs. 
Other confirming facts occur in testi
mony, as well in the sonnets as in the 
plays, and in the words of rivals and 
contemporaries. To sum up all, we may 
declare that we know of a man, William 
Shakespeare by name, born as above, 
moving to London as above, and writing 
and working there; dying as above, and 
being so spoken of and written about; 
and whose surviving works were collect
ed, edited, and published by his fellow
actors, and given in type to the public 
which had known and applauded their 
author. What follows? For two cen
turies these works have been the study 
of the wise, the resource and delight of 
the scholar, and the growing solace of 
the people. Whole libraries have been 
written to clear up doubtful meanings in 
the text. Annotators and commentators 
have reached enduring fame in compan
ionship with this “nature’s child,” and 
criticism has halted with reverence at 
the door which bears that immortal 
name. All nations have striven to make 
the plays of Shakespeare the text-book 

I of their scholars, and all the boundaries 
of nationality have been obliterated to 
naturalize this universal genius. His 
characters have passed into realities, as 
life-like and true as if they had indeed 
lived, breathed and had their being. He 
has created symbols and characterized 
traits. He has so dealt with the great 
passions of human nature that his men 
and women are emblems. A whole gal
lery of his portraits would be the fac
similes of our world, and a catalogue of 
his passions would begin and end with 
all that the heart has ever felt. With small 
Latin and less Greek he has created a 
vocabulary by whose side only one vol
ume may be placed—the Bible. Con




