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CHAPTER V III.
P u b l ic a t io n o f t h e R ecord .

The exact time when the translation of the Book of
Mormon was completed cannot be ascertained. According
to the history of the Prophet it was early in June, 1829, when
David Whitmer, took Joseph and his wife and Oliver Cowdery to his father’s home near Waterloo, at the north end of
Seneca Lake, to the neighborhood called Fayette.0 There
the Prophet remained until the translation was completed
and the copyright secured. Since David Whitmer arrived
at Harmony “in the beginning of June,” to take the Prophet
and his wife and Oliver Cowdery to his father’s home, and
as Mr. John S. Gilbert (the chief compositer on the Book of
Mormon), says in a signed statement6 that be commenced
the work of setting type for the Book, of Mormon in
August, 1829, the translation was completed between those
dates, that is, between the early part of June, 1829, and
^H isto ry of the Church, Vol. I., pp. 48, 49.
&The S tatem ent referred to was given to E lder F rancis M.
Lym an, of the Council of the Tw elve A postles, who called upon ‘
Mr. G ilbert at P alm y ra on O cto b er 23rd, 1897. Mr. G ilb ert w rote
w ith his own hand in E lder L ym an's Journal, and signed the
follow ing:
Palm yra, N. Y., 'O ct. 23, 1897.
A t the request of E lder F. M. Lym an of U tah, I m ake the
follow ng certificate: I was born in the tow n of R ichm ond, O n 
tario county, A pril 13th, 1802. I assisted E. B. G randin in
estim atin g the expense of p rin tin g 5,COO copies of the M orm on
Bible, and the price aereed upon—$3,000. I was the principal
com positor of said Bible, com m encing on the sam e in A ugust,
1829, and finishing the sam e in M arch, 1830.
(Signed)
JO H N H . G IL B E R T
I am indebted to E ld er L ym an for access to his Journal fo r
the above statem ent.

August of the same year, as the work of translation was
completed before the work of printing began.
The contract for printing was made with Mr. Egbert
B. Grandin, of Palmyra, the edition to be five thousand
copies, and the price $3,000.00, Martin H arris guaranteeing
the payment of that sum to the publisher.
As soon as arrangements were completed for publishing
the Book- of Mormon, the Prophet Joseph started for H a r
mony, Pennsylvania, but before his departure he left the fol
lowing directions to be followed respecting the work o f .
printing:
■V

F irst, th a t O liver C ow dery should tran scrib e the w hole
m anuscript.
Second, th a t he should tak e but one copy a t a tim e to th e
office, so th a t if one copy should g et destroyed th ere w ould be a
copy rem aining.
r T h ird , th a t in going to a n d -fro m the [p rin tin g ] office, he
.should alw ays have a guard to atten d him , fo r the purpose of
p ro tectin g the m a n u sc rip t
F o u rth , th a t a guard should be k ep t co n stan tly on the w atch,
b oth n ig h t and day, about the house to p ro te c t th e m anuscript
from m alicious p erso n s who w ould infest th e house for the pur
pose of d estro y in g the m anuscript. •All these things w ere stric t
ly atten d ed to as the L ord had com m anded Jo s e p h s

These precautions, at first glance, may seem excessive,
and under ordinary circumstances would be totally unnec
essary; yet the following communication to the “Signs of
the Times,” by J. N. T..Tucker, who was employed in the
printing establishment of the “Wayne Sentinel,” in the es
tablishment at which the Book of Mormon was printed, in
Palmyra, will demonstrate that the precaution in this case
was necessary; and incidentally tends to prove true the
statement of the revelation in which the Prophet Joseph is
cH isto ry of the P ro p h e t Joseph, by his m other, Chap. xxxi.

warned that, the-116 pages of manuscript stolen from M ar
tin Harris were changed by those into whose, hands they had
fallen, with the intention to make them conflict with the
reproduction of them should the Prophet again translate that
part of the work. With these preliminary remarks the fol
lowing letter will be self-explanatory:
M O R M O N IS M —S O M E C U R IO U S FA C TS.
M essrs. E d ito rs:
H aving noticed in a late num ber of the “Signs of th e.T im es,”
a notice of a w ork, entitled “M orm on D elusions and M o n stro s
ities,” it occurred to me th a t it m ight, perhaps, be a service to
the cause of tru th , to state one circum stance in relation to the
au thenticity of the B ook of M orm on, which occurred during its
publication, at which time I was a practical p rin te r and engaged
in the office w here it w as.printed, and becam e fam iliar w ith the
m en and th eir principles, through w hose agency it w as “got up.”
T h e c irc u m sta n c e s alluded to was as follow s: W e had heard •
m uch said by M artin H arris, the m an w ho paid for the printing,
and the only one in the concern w orth any property, about the
w onderful w isdom .of the tran slato rs of the m ysterious plates,
and resolved to te st their wisdom. A ccordingly, after pu ttin g
one sheet in type, we laid it (aside, and told M artin H arris it was
lost, and th ere would be serious defection in the book in conse
quence, unless an o th er sheet like the original could be produced.
T he announcem ent threw the old gentlem an into quite an ex
citem ent. B ut after a few m om ents’ reflection, he said he would
try to obtain an o th er.' A fter tw o o r th ree weeks, an o th er sheet
was produced, but no m ore like the original th an any o th er sheet
of paper would have been, w ritten over by a com m on school
boy, after having read, as they did, the m anuscript preceding
and succeeding the lo st sheet.
As m ight be expected, the disclosure of the plan greatly a n 
noyed the authors, and caused no little m errim ent am ong those
who w ere acquainted w ith the circum stances. As we were none
of us C hristians, and only labored fo r the “gold th a t perisheth,”

we did n o t care fo r the delusion, only so far as to be careful to
avoid, it ourselves, and en jo y th e hoax. N o t one of the hands
in the office w here the w onderful book was p rin ted ever becam e
a co n v ert to the system , although the w riter of this w as often
assured by M artin H arris, if he did n o t he w ould be destro y ed
in 1832.
Y ours in the gospel of C hrist,
J. N. T U C K E R .
“ G orton, M ay 23, 1842.”
“Signs of the T im es, June 8, 1842.”

The description in this letter of Martin H arris’s excite
ment from the loss of the sheet mentioned, and the claim
that the reproduced manuscript did not fill the blank created
through their hiding that one sheet of type set matter, will
appear at once as a fabrication when it is remembered that
Martin-Harris must have known that the original manuscript
of the Book of Mormon had never left the hands of those
having the work in charge, and they were by that precau
tion prepared against just such emergencies as this whether
practiced playfully or in dead earnest to bring tne work into
disrepute/
These several precautions relative to the manuscript of
the Book of Mormon stated by Lucy Smith in the work
quoted, account for several circumstances regarded as pe
culiar in connection with the publication of the Book of
Mormon: The almost entire absence of Joseph Smith the
prophet from the printing establishment of Mr. Grandin
while the book was being set up and printed; the presence
of two persons always when a portion of manuscript was
carried to the printers, one of whom was always Hyrum
Smith; the guard constantly upon the watch at the Smith
^Tucker’s le tte r is produced in B en n ett’s “M orm onis.n E x 
posed,” (1842), pages 112, 123.

homestead; and the existence of two manuscript copies of
the Book of Mormon. Oliver Cowdery during the time
that the type setting and printing was going on made a
copy from the original manuscript for the use of the printer;
carefully keeping the original (which, too, in the main, he
had written as the prophet Joseph translated from the Ne
phite plates) in his possession at the home of the Smiths,
that if peradventure the copy sent to the printer should be de
stroyed or stolen it could be copied again from the original.
It is said by Mr. Gilbert that the manuscript as sent to
him was neither capitalized nor punctuated, and that the cap
italization and punctuation in the first edition was done by
him. This statement, however, can only be true in part, as an
examination of the printers manuscript will prove; for that
manuscript is very well capitalized and in the main in the
handwriting of Oliver Cowdery. Mr. Gilbert may have
capitalized and punctuated to some extent, but it is clear
that he did not do all of it, or even the main part of it.d The
printer’s manuscript, after it had served its purpose, was ev
idently taken possession of by Oliver Cowdery, while the
original manuscript remained in the possession of the proph
et Joseph.
In 1850 Oliver Cowdery, a .little before his death, which
occurred at Richmond, Ray County, Missouri, on the 3rd
of March of that year—gaye into the possession of David
Whitmer, his brother-in-law and fellow witness of the truth
of the Book of Mormon, his printer’s manuscript of that
book, and the descendants of David Whitmer have it in their
possession to this day (1903) ; regarding it, though in that
dT h e w riter saw and exam ined the p rin ter’s m anuscript in the
possession of David W h itm er in 1884, and speaks from personal
know ledge on this point in the text.

\

they are mistaken, as the original manuscript/ The original
manuscript having been preserved by the Prophet Joseph, it
was, on the 2nd of October, 1841, in the presence of a num
ber of Elders, deposited by him in the northwest corner
stone of the Nauvoo House, with a number oi coins, papers
and books, in a cavity made in the corner stone for that pur
pose. Among those who were present at the time the orig
inal manuscript of the Book.of Mormon was thus deposited
in the corner stone of the Nauvoo House, was Elder W ar
ren Foote, of Glendale, Kane county, Utah, who quotes from
his journal as follows:
O cto b er 2, 1841. T h e sem i-annual conference com m enced
today. A fter m eetin g was dism issed a deposit was m ade in the
so u th east co rn er of the N auvoo house. A square hole had been
chisseled in the large corner stone like a box. A n invitation was
given fo r any w ho w ished to p u t in any little m em ento they
desired to. I was standing very near the co rn er stone, w hen
Jo sep h Sm ith came u^ w ith the m anuscript of the Book of M or
mon, and said he w anted to put th a t in there, as he had had
trouble enough w ith it. I t appeared to be w ritten on fools* cap
paper, and was ab o u t th ree inches in thickness. T h ere was also
deposited a B ook of D octrine and C ovenants, five cents, ten
cents, tw enty-five cents, fifty cents, and one dollar pieces of
A m erican coin, besides o th er articles. A close fittin g stone cover
was laid n cem ent, and the wall built over it. I was standing w ith
in three feet of the P ro p h et w hen he handed in the m anuscript
and saw it very plainly. H e intim ated, in h is.re m a rk s, th a t in
after g enerations the walls m ight be th ro w n down, and these
things discovered, from which the people .could learn th e doc
trin es and principles and faith of the L a tte r-d a y S ain ts./
r i t has since been deposited w ith the P re s id e n t of the “ R e
organized Church of Jesus C hrist of L atter-d ay S aints,” son of
the P ro p h e t Joseph, by the grand son of D avid W hitm er, G eorge
Schwiech.
/T h e above excerp t from E ld er F o o te's Jo u rn al is published
by G eorge R eyonlds in a series of articles under th e title “ H is
to ry of the Book of M orm on,” in th e “C o n trib u to r,” for 1884.

In a rather curious manner a portion of this original
manuscript'came into the possession of Joseph F. Smith, late
President of the Church, and nephew of the Prophet Joseph.
The Nauvoo House, begun in the days of the Prophet, was
never completed. Mr. Lewis C. Bidamon, who married
Emma Smith, widow of the Prophet, came into possession
of the unfinished Nauvoo House, and tore down the walls
and took up the extensive foundations of the house in order
to sell the building stone in them. In the course of tearing
out the foundations the southeast corner stone was taken
out and the treasures it contained discovered and taken
in charge by Mr. Bidamon. Some years later, namely, in the
summer of 1884, Mrs-.Sarah M...Kimball visited Nauvoo, and
among other landmarks went to the site of the Nauvoo
House, the walls and foundation of which were not yet all
taken away. She called upon Mr. Bidamon, then living in
a temporary four-roomed building erected on the south
west corner of the foundation laid for the Nauvoo House.
And now Mrs. Kimball’s story, as related in her letter to
Elder George Reyonlds, dated 19th July, 1884:
I asked w hy the heavy and extensive foundations around
him w ere being to rn up, he [M r. B idam on] replied th at he had
bought the prem ises, and the rock was to rn up to sell, as he was
poor and otherw ise would not have been able to build. I said,
I am in terested in this foundation, because I rem em ber there
w ere treasu res deposited under the chief corner stone. H e said,
yes, I took upi the stone box and sold it to M r. ------(I do not
rem em ber the nam e.) I t had been so long exposed to the w et
and w eather th a t its contents w ere nearly ruined, I gave the coin
to Joe [Joseph]^ and told him he could have the pile of paper.
H e said it was the m anuscript of the Book of M orm on; but it
was so m uch injured th a t he did not care for it. W hile we
w ere talking, Mr. B idam on’s" wife b ro u g h t a large pasteboard
si. e. Joseph Sm ith, son of the P rophet.

box and placed it on m y lap. I t contained a stack of faded and
fast decaying paper, the bottom layers fo r several inches w ere
uniform in size, they seem ed to m e larg er than com m on fools’
cap, .th e paper w as coarse in tex tu re and had the appearance
of having lain a long tim e in w ater, as th e ink seem ed alm ost en
tirely soaked into the paper. W h en I handled it, it w ould fall to
pieces. I could only read a few w ords here and there, ju st
enough to learn th a t it was the language of the B ook of M orm on.
Above this w ere som e sheets of finer tex tu re folded and sewed
to g eth er, this was b e tte r preserved and m ore easily read. I held
it up, and said: “Mr. B., how m uch fo r this relic?” H e said:
“ N o th in g from you, you are welcom e to a n y th in g you like from
the box.” I appreciated the kindness, took th e leaves th a t w ere
folded and sewed to g eth er, also took tw o frag m en ts of the T im es
and Seasons, published by D on C arlos Sm ith.**1 I send w ith this
a fra g m en t dated Jan u ary , 1840, for your acceptance, containing
the prophetic lam entation of P. P. P ra tt, while chained in prison.
V ery respectfully,
(Signed)
S A R A H M. KIMBALL.**

This fragment of the manuscript, now in the possession
of President Joseph F. Smith, is thus described by Elder
George Reynolds, in his History of the Book of M ormon:
I t consists of tw enty-tw o pages of som ew hat rough, unruled
w riting paper, m ore resem bling n arro w bill-cap than any o th er
size of paper now m ade, being a little less th an fifteen and a half
inches long and full six and a half inches wide. T h e paper is now
tinged brow n or yellow by tim e and dam p, and the w riting in
som e places is undecipherable. T h e pages are num bered 3 to 22,
pages 1 and 2 having been lost. T h e m a n u s c rip t com m ences at
the second verse of the second ch ap ter of the F irst B ook of N e
phi, and continues to the th irty -fifth verse of the th irteen th
ch ap ter of the sam e book. * * * * T he m anuscript is in
**The P ro p h e t’s b ro th e r and for a tim e ed ito r of the “T im es
and Seasons.”
*Mrs. K im ball’s le tte r is published by E ld er Geo. R eynolds
in his articles on the “H isto ry of th e B ook of M orm on,” Con
trib u to r, Vol. V., No. 10.
I I — 10

two, if not three, handw ritings. P ages 7 to 18, inclusive, appear
to have been w ritten by O liver Cowdery. P ages 3 to 6 are w rit
ten in w hat looks like a w om an’s hand, possibly th a t of Em m a
Sm ith; while the handw riting on pages 19 to 22, if not the same,
very m uch resem bles th at of pages 3 to 6. T he only division
m ade in the m anuscript is into chapters; the sentences are not
divided by punctuation m arks and are seldom com m enced with
capital letters.

It may be thought that the care of the manuscript dur
ing the process of printing was not only extraordinary but
unnecessary. The experiences of the prophet, however, in the
matter of keeping possession of the plates of the Book of
Mormon, and the efforts that were made to take them from
him, together with the loss of the one hundred and sixteen
pages of manuscript he had for a short time entrusted to the
care of Martin Harris, taught him caution. It is well it did,
for having failed in their efforts to wrest the plates from
him, several conspiracies were formed by his enemies to ob
tain the manuscript of the book and prevent its publication.'*
And notwithstanding all the precautions taken an enemy
nearly succeeded in publishing the Book of Mormon in garb
led form before the printing of the book was completed. An
ex-justice of the peace by the name of Cole'started to publish
a weekly periodical which he called “Dogberry Paper on
Winter Hill.’^ In his prospectus he promised his subscrib
ers to publish one form of “Joe Smith’s Gold Bible” each
week, and thus furnish them with the principal part of the
book without their being obliged to purchase it from the
Smiths. The “Dogberry Paper” was printed at Mr. Grandin’s establishment, where the Book of Mormon was being
printed, and as the press was employed all the time except
'H is to ry of the P ro p h et Joseph, by Lucy Sm ith, Chaps,
xxxii. and xxxiii.

at night and on Sundays, Mr. Cole printed his paper at
those times. The arrangement also enabled him to keep
what he was doing from the knowledge'of the Prophet and
his associates; and it is said that several numJbers of his
paper containing portions from the Book of Mormon whicn
he had pilfered, were published before his rascality was
found out. Joseph, who was at Harmony, in Pennsylvania,
was sent for, and on arriving at Palmyra quietly but firmly
asserted his copyrights which he had been careful to secure,
and Mr. Cole gave up his attempt to publish the book or
any portion of it. After settling this difficulty Joseph again
returned to Pennsylvania, only to be again summoned to
Palmyra to quiet the fears of his publisher, Mr. Grandin,
who had been made fearful that the Prophet would not be
able to meet his obligations for printing the book. The peo
ple in the vicinity of Palmyra had held public meetings and
passed resolutions not to purchase the Book of Mormon if
it ever issued from the press. They appointed a committee
to wait upon Mr. Grandin and explain to him the evil con
sequences which would result to him because of the reso
lutions they had passed not to buy the books when published, which would render it impossible for the “Smiths” to
meet their obligations to him1. They persuaded him to stop
printing and Joseph was again sent for. On the Prophet’s
arrival he called upon Mr. Grandin in company with Martin
Harris, and together they gave the frightened publisher
such assurance of their ability to meet their obligation to
him that'printing was resumed ;k and finally, in the spring of
1830, the book issued from the press.
Thus, from start to finish, difficulty and danger beset
the coming forth of the Book of Mormon. But at last every
obstacle was surmounted; every difficulty overcome; every
^H isto ry of the P ro p h e t Joseph, by L ucy Sm ith, Chap, xxxiii.

device of the enemy thwarted; every danger..to the record
of the Nephites past. It was published—a five thousand edi
tion of it. Henceforth, thanks to the great art preservative—
printing—it would be indestructible. To the world was given
the testimony of sleeping nationsJhat the Lord is God; that
Jesus is the Christ, the Redeemer of the world; that the gos
pel is the power of God unto salvation. The fervent prayers
of the prophets and other righteous men among the ancient
inhabitants of America were answered. The Gentile nations
which, by the spirit of prophecy, they knew would at some
time occupy their land, would become informed as to them ;
of their origin; of the promises of God to the remnant of
their seed, which the Gentiles would find upon the land." So.
too, would the Jews know of the ancient inhabitants of the
land; and would know of the decrees of God’ respecting the
land and the inhabitants thereof; and would have the testi
mony of these ancient nations of Israelites in America that
Jesus of Nazareth, whom the Jews had crucified, was indeed
the Messiah, the hope of Israel, and the world’s Savior. But
what was of more immediate interest to these ancient worth
ies of the western hemisphere, their descendants remaining
in the land would, through their record, be brought to a
knowledge of their forefathers, and of the goodness and
favor and severity of God towards them. They would be
brought to a knowledge of how their fathers had departed
from the ways of the Lord; why this disfavor of God was
upon them; and how they might return into His favor
through obedience to that Gospel which their fathers had re
jected. For these several things righteous men among the
Nephites earnestly prayed; and obtained a promise from the
Lord that He would preserve their records and at the last
bring them to the remnant of their seed, to the Jews and to
the Gentiles that their testimonies to the truth of God might

not be lost to the world’.* And now the hopes and prom
ises were fulfilled. Their record was published and was des
tined to be read in all the languages spoken by the children
of men, and stand as a Witness for God to. all the world.
*See B ook of M orm on, B ook of E nos, Chap, i; 12-18; M or
m on viii; 24-26; and ix; 36, 37, and v; 9-24; I. N ephi xiii; 30-42.

