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honor. This position brought him in contact with an element in socie'y
which would forever consider his connection with “Mormonism” as a chief
witness of its divinity a humiliation, yet hard as it is to maintain a disagree-
able position in the face of the protests of one’s friends, and against on’s
material prosperity and advancement, no influence either open or covert can
induce him to turn one hair’s breadth from what he first averred. The testi-
mony of these men to the divine origin of the Book of Mormon is rendered
stronger from the fact of their becoming disconnected from the Chureh, since
it makes them disinterested witnesses.

MorEOVER, had Joseph Smith conspired with these men to deceive man-
kind as to the origin of the Book of Mormon, and these three witnesses were
suborned to make the statement they did as to the existence of the plates
and the visitation of the angel, is it at all likely that he would break with
them, expose their wickedness and raise his hand against them —would he
dare do such a thing had he been in collusion with them to deceive the peo-
ple? Would he not at any risk have covered up or excused the acts of these
men however wicked they may have been? He would have said in his heart:
“ It matters not what they may have done, I dare not cast them out of the
Church lest they become angry, and by the denial of their testimony to the
truth of the Book of Mormon expose the deception we have practiced, and
engulf me in ruin and disgrace!” That is what he would have said under
those circumstances; and men who would be base enough to enter into a
compact to deceive people in matters effecting their eternal salvation, would
be vile enough to expose the fraud they had assisted to perpetrate so soon as
it was no longer to their material interests to keep up the deception. Men
who would enter into such a villainous compact as that which the enemies of
“ Mormonism” have conjured up as having been agreed upon by Joseph
Smith and these witnesses, are not of the kind who would go through life
forever enconntering the opposition and ridicule of their fellow-men in order
to sustain as true what they knew to be false. However bold impostors may
be in prosperity, or when they have some promise of success, their bravado
soon wilts in the blighting breath of adversity. A fraud never inspires men
with true heroism such as these three witnesses have manifested, and we
repeat, that had these men been in collusion with Joseph Smith to palm off
on the world a vile deception, when it was no longer to their interest to give
it their support, they would have been base enough to have betrayed their
associates; and recognizing that fact, Joseph Smith dared not have angered
them by exposing their wickedness and casting them out of the Church.
But Joseph Smith knew the work was of God as well as these witnesses
knew it. He knew they saw the angel, for he was with them when he ap-
peared. He knew that God could sustain His work even if those witnesses
turned against it; and therefore when those men violated the laws of God
without hesitation, he boldly proclaimed against their corruption, and when
they repented not he had them expelled from the Church, and in a manner
bid them do their worst. But those witnesses had received a testimony from
God, they were not deceived, and they were responsible for their acts to God








