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LATTERDAYLATTER DAY SAINTS millennial STAR 791
C an r i 1 r halithalie X y

TIME OCCUPIED IN translating THE BOOK OFMORMONOF MORMON
BY ffel it

obobjectionjciidn has been made to the
divinidavinidivinityatyfty of the book of mormon on
the ground that the account given in
the publications of the church of the
time occupied in the work of transla-
tion is farfat too short for the accom-
plishmentplishment of such a labor and conse-
quently it must have been copied or
translated from some work written in
tthehe english lauiaulanguageguage most probably
frfromspauldingoffispauldingfromoffi Spaulding s manuscript found
butButat the outset it must be recollected
that the translation was accomplished
by no ordinary means it was done
by divine aid there were no delays
over obscure passages no difficulties
over the choice of words no stoppages
from the ignorance of the translator
nono time was wasted in investigation
or argument over the value intent or
meanindeaninmemeaninganin of certain characters and
there were no references to authori-
ties these difficulties to human
work were removed all was as
simple as when a clerk writes from
dictation the translation of the
characters appeared on the urimtjrimarim and
thummimThummim sentence by sentence and
as soon as one was correctly trans-
cribed the next would appear so the
enquiry narrows down to the con-
sideration of this simple question how
much could oliver cowdery write in
a day I1 how many of the printed
papagesbesofesofof the book of mormon could
anngorordinaryinary clerk transcribe from dic-
tation in a day I1 when that is deter-
mined divide the total number of
pages in thetlletile book of mormon by that
number and you have the answer in
days
it now becomes important to dis-

cover when the translation was com-
menced and when it was finished
this cannot be determined to a day
but enough is known for our purpose
when oliver first visited joseph

some little had been translated exact-
ly howbow much is not known the next
question is when did that visit
mccurloccurloccur we will let oliver answer
he writes times and sedseaseasonssons vol I1
page 201 near the time of the
seiisedlseelsettinging of the sun sabbath evening

aprilavril 651829isbism my naturalenatural eyess Torfffhefle
first time beheld this brother he
then lived in harmony susquehanna
county pennsylvania 0onn memondaynday
the 6thath I1 assisted him in arranging
some business of a temporal nature
and on tuesday thetho 7th7tbfth commenced
to write the book of mormon
in the history of josephjoseoh smith we

read during the month of april I1
continued to translate and he oliver
to write with little cessation during
which time we received several reve-
lations and agaiagainagalagainlnl we still con-
tinued the work of translation when
in the ensuing month ilayliaymayalay 18991829 we
on a certain day went into the woods
to pray oliver also states these
were days never to be forgotten to
sit under the sound of a voice dictated
by the inspiration of heaven awakened
the utmost gratitude of this bosom I11

day after day I1 continued uninter-
rupted to write from his mouth as he
translated with the arimurim and thum
mimmim or as the nephitesNephites would have
said interpreters the history or re-
cord called the book of mormon
thus we see these two young men

bent the whole energy of their souls
towards the accomplishment of this
most important work they united
their youthful zeal day after day r

uninterrupted and with little cessa-
tion to the laboroflaboroilabor of translation it
requires very little imagination to
understand how diligently and eaear-
nestly

r
they toiledtoiletoiledhowdhowow they permittedermitted

nothing to interfere with tteirtheirtheir labor
of love how they devoted every hour
until fatigue oveovercamereamereamo them to the
divinely imposed task and young and
vigorous as they were it was not a
little that would tire them out while
curiosity and other far worthier feel-
ings would give zest and inspiration
to their labors as they progressed we
can well imagine how their interest in
the narrative increased until they
could scarcely tear themselves away
from their inspired labors even when
their minds and bodies called for foodfooy
and rest the enthusiasm with which
oliver speaks of those days shows
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plainly that this was the case and we
cannot reasonably think that josephwaswas any less interested thantilan hebenow let us examinewhenexamine when these two
brethren commenced their marvelous
work two series of dates have been
given olivers given above and ano-thertherr anfnin the history of joseph smithwhich gives the dates as the 15th15tb and
17tli17th of april or ten days laterolivers has this evidence of its cor-rectnessrectness that as helipiio states the ath5th5tbj
fothoothoth and 7thath of april 1829 fell onsunday mondaynonday and tuesday whichof course those ten days later wouldnotnob again the event being of moreimportance in his life than in josephshe was more likely to recollect thedetails besides being a betterbetterscholarscholarandandpenmanpenman it is more probable thatif any record of the circumstance wasmade atit that time he made it butteallybeallyteallytherethere isnobisnoisnodiscrepancydiscrepancy thetbedatesdates15tli15th and 17th in the pearl of greattrice in josephs history etc are un-fortunate typographical errors ormis-takes in printing in the original
manuscript in the historians officethe dates are the same as those ofoliveroiiver cowdery the 5thath and ithbut the mistake liavlliallhavingdg once beenprinted it liashasilas been copied out of onejournal or book into another untilnearly all our works have perpetuatedthe blunder of course I1itjt isis impos-sible to tell now whether the mistakewas made by a copyist in the his-toriansto office or by a compositor atthe printers
from josephs and olivers narra-tive we learn how far they hadbad pro-gressed in the work of translation atthe time of the visit of the angel johnthe baibaybaptisttistaist and their baptismbaptisin thistook placep ice on may 15th of the sameyear it was because theytlleytiley found inthe teachings of the risen redeemerto the nephitesNephites certain instructionsregarding baptism that they were ledto inquire of the lord regarding thisordinance and their inquiry led totheto theangelsnngelsgeis visit where are these teach-ings found

i in the third book ofnephi sosomeme probably thetiietile very ones

that so deeply impressed the minmindsdad8 of
these young men on page five hun-
dred and three of the book of mor-
mon latest edition then it is evi-
dent that between april 701 and mayany
15th they had translated as much as
makes five hundred and three pages
of the printedyrinted book ofmormon how
much isis this a day I11 between thethesathese
two dates including april ith butnot may 15th there arearc thirty eight
days which would make about
thirteen pagesI1ages a day if we allow
nothing tro110forr what was previously
transcribed A swift writer copying
from dictation could write four such
pages in an hour as we have demon-
strated experimentally an ordinary
writer about three but allowallovinging thatoliver cowdery was a very slow
writer and that hebe only copied at the
rate of a page in half an hour even
then they would only have hadbad to
work six and one half hours each day
to accomplish the task and if they
rested entirely on sundays about one
hour more so we see making no
allowance for the work already done
allowing oliver to have been a slow
penman for his professionsionslon a school-
master and admittinging that they
ceaceasedd from their labors on thesabbathsabyatb still it was only necessary
for them to do a short days work
especially for two young men in the
prime and vigor of life and yet allow
ample time for the reception of reve-
lations which were given through theurimarim and thummimThummim and the per-
formanceformance of other duties that possibly
occasionally called for their attentionto show how easy such an effort
would be we will state that presidentgeorge Q cannon has informed usthat when he translated the book ofmormon into the language of thetiietilesandwich islanders he frequently
translated as many as eight or tenpages a day this was far heavier
work to do alone and without thethoassistance of the arimurim and thummimthummiiiiThummThummimiiiilill
than it was for joseph and oliver to-gether to translate from twelve to fif-
teen pageswith the all importantassist
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ancecnce of thetho interpreters
after thedatetheadatethe date otof their baptism the

brethren appear to have worked more
leisurely early in june they moved
to mr peter whitmerswhittersWhitmers at fayette
seneca county new york who had
kindly offered them ah house here
the work was continued john whit-
mermeri one of the sons assisting them
very much by writing joseph states
meanwhile our translation was draw-
ing to a close wowe went to palmyra
wayne county new york secured
the copyright and agreed with mr
egbert grandin to print five thousand
cac0coplescopiesiesles for the sum of three thousand41arsdollars the copyright was secured

on june lith so it appears that be-
tween may 15th and the last named
date or twenty six days they had not
quite translated one hundred and
twenty pages not five pages a day
or they would have finished their
work the exact date the translation
was entirely completed is not known
at least we have not been able to find
it out
thus we see between the dates

givengiven joseph and oliverbadoliver hadbad ample
time to do the work claimed by and
for them the objection falls to the
ground and the truth is again vindi-
cated juvenile instructor

UTAH NEWS
0

november 30th was observed in utah as a day of thanksgiving
J H haverly the celebrated american managermankermanger has leased the salt lakelaka

theatre
bhetheahe members of the utah commission having finished their labors for the

season have gone to their homes in the east
FMF M pomeroy onoone of the mormon pioneers died at mesacitymesa city arizona

october 29ths9thsath of keartheartheart disease aged nearly 61 years
at last accounts 40000 head of cattle had been shipped from utah this

yeartear the exportation is not so heavy as last seasonsseasons
dr mattio paul hughes has been appointed resident surgeon of the deseret

hospital in place of dr ellen B ferguson who has resigned
some rather violent wind storms were experienced north and south of salt

lake city on the 16th uit in some places houses and barns were unroofed
fences and telegraph poles blown down and other mischief perpetrated no
loss of life is reported
the utah commissioners and their assistants having finished the counting

of the ballots cast on the ath7th of november and finding that hon J T caine
had received the vast majority of the votes polled issued to him the certifi-
cate of election as delegate to congress for utah territory judge van zile
his political opponent through his attorney made a feeble attemptatattempt at protest
huthubbutautaub all to no purpose

mr henry grosjean french commissioner of agriculture to the united
states was in salt lake city about the middle of november here was under
instructions from his government to investigate the utah system of irriga-
tion he also investigated mormon church government didisciplinescillinesuilline etc
and remarked that the system of organization was the most compcompleteeteofeteoe of any
yet brought to his notice
on the afternoon of friday Novnovemberomberember 17th17tb mrs annie gallifant refusing

to answeranswer certain questions before the grand jury waswas ordered byby chief
justice hunter to be confined in the penitentpenitentiaryiir until she should answer the
questquestionsions thetho lady was in an extredextreextremelyely delicatee 1yicatemicate condition and it was
fearedfeared tthe11 punishment might inflict serious injury the act is generally con-
sidered as a cruel outrage




