%%% SCRIPTURE CENTRAL

https://scripturecentral.org/

Type: Magazine Article

The Book of Mormon and the Three Witnesses

Author(s): George Reynolds

Source: The Latter-Day Saints' Millennial Star, Vol. 44, No. 41 (9 Oct. 1882)
Published by: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

Page(s): 645-647

Abstract: This article states that the testimonies of Three Witnesses are tangible
evidence of the Book of Mormon’s veracity. If Joseph Smith were an impostor, he would
have showed the plates more widely for credence. Having but a few witnesses is further
proof of its truthfulness.

This item is in the public domain.


http://bookofmormoncentral.org/
https://scripturecentral.org/

LATTER-DAY SAINTS'

and then accepted as the last alterna-
tive. But a few days, so to speak,
and repentance fell upon Egypt; an
attempt at recapture was suggested,
tain destruction was anticipated,
?; Red Sea was before, the defiles of
he hills were on either side, but deli-
verance came as it had been predicted
and expected of the Saints, Probably

history ever repeats itself,” and
ere ure yet greater struggles before
nal possession comes of the promised
land. Whatever opposition came of
d, was from sections of Egypt where
srael tarried for a time ; now, trou-
lous times come from a concentra-
n of these sections, from the gene-
_government, goaded may be to
action by persistent and damnable
misrepresentations and chimeras of
imagination ; this powerin time
passed said, “your cause is just, but
we can do nothing for you ;” now to
placate the enemy says, we will take
away your vested rights, your reli-
glous liberty, your political status,
our love for and fealty to the na-
E:()mal authority : we will goad you
desperation, to overt acts, to in-
bordination ; you must be Ameri-
cans, amenable to American law, with-
out American rights or American
) vﬁe%aa; in other words, you shall
F: in bondage and slavery, you must
“make bricks without straw !” Israel
continues to multiply ‘and prosper ;

80 jealous of increasing powers, tyr-

MLLLENNIAL STAR. 645
anny misrepresents the contest, and
gn-i% t seeks to force the issue ; Israel-
itish customs fva offense ; Israel-
itish Prophets rebuking by lives above
reproach, and earnest denunciation of
a false and fickle rule, bring upon
themselves the anathemas of poﬂ:i-
cian, people and priest ; a God-fearing
section of Israel are a silent yet ever-
present protest against popular poli-
tics, sectarianism and irreligion : a
community with no patriotism but
for country ; with less reverence for
ralers than for law; with more re-
gard for duty than for public opinion;
with deeper love for truth than for
supposed self-interest ; with greater
faith in the future than content with
the present ; with more faith in God
than in themselves, and less faith in
sectarianism and parsons and place«
hunters than ever ﬁ:fuce in their ex.
periences ; they really exhibit more
of the spirit of Israel than can be
diseovered on islands, or continents,
or earth ! The hosts of the high ones
of the nation are combined ; muni-
tions of war and the nnited forces of
Egypt in wealth and power and party
are marching on the fugitives in the
wilderness.  Yet their faith is in the
parting of the waters, and the utter
overthrow of ostentatious injustice
and unrighteous demagogues by the
waves of a more than Red Sea magni-
tude in the hand of their proved and
trusted God.—Salt Lake Herald.

- THE BOOK OF MORMON AND THE THREE WITNESSES.

BY G. R,
—i

In the investigation of the genuine-
ness of the Book of Mormon we must
consider the nature of the direct evi-
dence that we have with regard to its
origin. And in this respect the testi-
mony is strong, clear, complete and
unimpeachable. The existence of the
plates is testified to in a most solemn
and sacred manner by eleven wit-
nesses in addition to Joseph Smith.

Fight of these witnesses actually
ndled, lifted and carefully examined
he plates, satisfying themselves in a

manner beyond all dispute that the
plates were real and tangible. It is

altogether unlikely that Joseph Smith
could have imposed upon these eight
witnesses by giving into their hands
something different from metallic
plates. So, at any rate, we have the
evidence of eight men that they
handled certain plates, and that they
had the appearance of very ancient
workmanship. If these plates were
not the plates from which the Book
of Mormon was translated, what were
they ? where did Joseph Smith get
them? and what did he do with
them ? are all pertinent inquiries,
That he had plates in his possession
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of the kind and deseription from
which he states he translated the
Book of Mormon, is strong prima
Jacie evidence in favor of his story.
And the fact that he only showed
them to certain few individuals is
another evidence of the truthfulness
of his statement; for if he, as is
claimed, was an ignorant impostor,
he would have naturally argued that
to the more persons he showed his
spurious plates, the wider would grow
his influence and the greater would
be the number of believers in his
story. To keep the plates hidden
from the multitude would naturally
appear in the average mind to be the
surest way of retarding his success
and blocking his own progress ; and
assuredly if Joseph Smith had the
cunning and dexterity to invent the
story of the discovery of the plates,
and to manufacture a set of plates to
agree with the story, fhe would have
had cunning enough to present them
to the public, surrounded by so much
mystery and glamour, that while they
saw them they would not be able to
examine them critically.
- But we have greater ard stronger
evidence than that of these eight
witnesses. We have the testimony
of three other men that the plates
from which the Book of Mormon was
translated were shown to them by an
angel gf thﬁ Lord, and not the plates
only, but the engravings upon them ;
ancr still further they dgclnra that
they know that these plates were
translated by the gift and power of
God, for His voice had declared it
unto them. Here, then, we not only
have testimony of the existence of
the plates, but also to their genuine-
ness and to the truthfulness of the
translation, which translation we have
in the shape of the Book of Mormon.
And it must be remembered that not
one of these three witnesses has ever
denied his testimony, or contradicted
it in the least particular, but under
all circumstances and upon every oc-
casion all have in the strongest and
most decided langunage declared that
their testimony wus true.  Again,
iere is one very noteworthy fact
with refard to these three men. They
were all severed from the communion
of the Church during the ‘life-time ot
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the Prophet Joseph. If Joseph Smith
had been an impostor, he was in the
power of each of these ‘‘three wit-
nesses,” for any one of them, when-
ever he pleased, could have exposed
the conspiracy, if conspiracy there
had been, and shown to the world
how the testimony had been manu-
factured ; but none of them have
ever done so. Although, at certain
periods of their lives, they smarted
under the denunciations and reproofs
they received from the Prophet, and
entertained towards him the most
bitter feelings for the course he took
towards them, going so far as to de-
nounce him as a fallen prushet-. yet
with all their acrimony and hatred
they never once deviated from the
testimony that is printed above their
names at the commencement of the
Book of Mormon. We appeal to all
reasonable minds, "and ask if it is
possible to suppose that, if the Book
of Mormon were a fraud, Joseph
Smith would have dared to have
treated these men in the resolute and
uncompromising manner that he did.
To use a common expression, he
would have been under their thumb,
and would bhave had to conciliate
them and retain their silence by con-
cessions, by flattery and by trimming
his course to their requirements. This
the Prophet never did; he was as
independent of them as of any other
men. He rebuked unrighteousness
in them as strongly as
others; and when their conduect
could no longer be tolerated in the
Church of God, he and the Saints
withdrew fellowship from them. This
is not the way of an impostor, but of
an honest, fearless man, who knows
his cause 1s just and puts his trust in
God. Neither did any one of the
eight witnesses ever turn from his
testimony and deny its truthfulness.
They ever maintained that their state-
ment was the truth and nothing but
the truth. They have all gone be-
vond the vail now, to receive their
reward, and all but one died faithful
members of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. :

In considering the nature and value
of the testimony of the Prophet Joseph
and the three witnesses, the following
remarks by Elder Orson Pratt are

e did in -
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most pertinent : *“ No reasonable per- |
son will say that thess funr persons
were themselves deceived ; the nature |
of their testimony is such that they
must either be bold, daring impostors,
or else the Book of Mormon is true. |
They testify that they saw the angei |
descend, they heard his voice, they
saw the plates in his hand, they saw
the engravings upon them as the
angel turned them aver leaf after leaf,
at the same time they heard the voice
of the Lord out of the heavens. What
ater evidence could they have? !
hey could have had nothing that
would have given them greater assu-
ranc-. If they were deceived there
is no oartaintf in anything. If these
four men could he deceived in seeing
an angel descend from heaven, on the
sam= grounds the Apostles may have
been deceived in seeing the Savior
ascend up to heaven,” * ¥ ¥
* Is it probable that four men who
were, for the most of their days,
strangers to each other, residing in
three or four different counties, should
all combine together to testify that

they had seen an angel and heard his
voice, and also the voice of God, bear-
ing testimony to the truth of the Book
of Mormon, when no such thing had
happened ! Three of these witnesses,
namely, Joseph Smith, Oliver Cow-
dery and David Whitmer, were young
men from twenty to twenty-five years
of age ; they were men who had been
accustomed from their childhood to
the peaceful vocations of a fermer's
life. Unacquainted with the decep-
!:imia. which are mt:]re or less practiced
in large towns and cities, they pos-
sessed the open honesty and simplicity
so generally characteristic of country

eople.  Is it, in the least degree, pro-

ble that men so young and inex

rienced, accustomed to a country life,
and unacqnainted with the world at
large, would be so utterly abandoned
to every thing that was good, so per-
fectly reckless as to their own future
welfare, so heaven.during and blas-
phemons as to testify to all nations
that which if false would forever seal
their damnation "—Juvenile Instruc-
tor.

It is not to be doubted that men and women who are and have been exclu-
sively devoted to one pursuit, or limited to a single line of thought, are
narrower in mind and more eirenmseribed in powers than those who have
had a broader field of vision and a larger enlture. They may be able to
~do a single g?ing perhaps better than it has ever been done before ; but this
special excellence has been bmi‘ght at a heavy expense of full, rich, and
- rounded manhood and womanhood. :

RerorMatioN.——The only really hopeful method of ascending the steep
ladder of reformation, be the thing to be reformed what it may, 1s to begin
early—to root out the poison-weed in its first sprouting from the ground, to
make the ascent while that ascent is gentle and easy, while the steps are few
and shallow, Like fire which has taken hold of a building, a habit once rooted
in the life is difficult to conguer, and sometimes it is impossible to conquer.
Bat there was u moment when it could have been subdued with very little
tronble ; and we are guilty of high treason to all that is great and good, to all
that is best in ourselves, by our remissness then,

Two Ways or Livine.—The old proverb says that every burden we have
to carry offers two handles--the one smooth and easy to grasp, the other
rough and bard to hold. One man goes through life taking things by the
rough handle, and he has a hard time all the way, He draws in a tight
harness, and it chafes wherever it toucacs hii.  He carries a heavy load,
and he finds it not worth keeping when he gets it home.  He spends more
strength upon the fret and wear of work than upon the work itself, He is
like a disorganized old mill that mukes a great noise over a swall grist,
because it grinds itself more than it grinds the grain,  Another man carries
the same weight, does the same work, and linds 1 eusy, because he takes
everything by the smooth handle. And so it comes to pass that one man
sighs and weeps, and another man whistles and sings, ou the same road.





