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and then accepted as thothe last alterna-
tive 13butdutataqtaa fefew dlysdyyalysdys so tospeakto speak
andVA reperepentancen tance fellfoilfeilfeli ujjtknuon egypt aan
attempt at recapture NYwisnyls18 eugjugsuggestedjuggestedgested
certain destruction was anticipated
the redreo sea was before the deniesdefilesdonies of
theike hills were on eithersideeitherelthereithen sidesido but deli-
verance came as it hadllad been predicted
andnd expected of the saints probably
history1bistory evereyer repeats itself and

teereflierteeneullere uarere Yyotyetpt greater strugglestruggle14truggleistruggled1 before
finaifinal11naffionessignpossession cpcamescpmesnies poff the promised
1landd whatever opposition came of
oldtoldoid waswas iropisectionsfrom sections of egegyptlypt whereisrael tarried for a timtimetimoe now trou-
blousbiousbloushlous timq4qplletimes come fromron a concentra-
tiontidP of theseth ese septipnssectjpns from the gene-
ral governgovernmentrilent goaded may be to
oianoiqnaction by persistent and damnable
misrepresentation ardand chimeraschimaraschimeras of
faisefalseP iniimaginationagi nation this pulverinpuverinpu verin tim
passede salsaisaidsald yourcatjsqyourcaujo isjustis ust but
we can4 do0 nothingnothinbothin for yyouoiioiloti noiv110tvkoiv to
placatecatacatq the enemy syssyb wonyevye will take
away your vestedvested rights your reli-
giouslousious liberty your political statstatusus
yourour love for anandd fealty to the na-
tional authority wewe will goad you
to0 desperation to overt acts to in
au4usubordinationbardibprdi anttionttio n you must be ameri-
cans6n8 amenable to american law with-
out american rihightsrightslits or american
privilegestyivilegesvilleges in other words you shall
po1 in bondage and slavery you must
make bricks without straw I1 israel

pontinuesontinuescontinuespontiOntinues to multiply and prosper
ao6.6 jealous of increasing powers tyrtyri 1

annyanny misrepresents the contest and
tmightn i

i ht seeks toforceto force ththea issue israelidistitistitishibish customs give offense israelisraels
itishibishifish prophets rebuking by livesilveslivesabovbabove
reproach and earnest denunciation of
a false and fickle rule bring uponubonthemselves the anathemasanathemas of politi
cian people and priest a god fearing
section of israel are a silent yet ever
present protest against popular poli-
tics sectarianism and irreligion a
community with no patriotism but
for country with less reverence for
rulers than for lawaw with more re-
gard for duty tthanh n for public opinion
withitll deeper love for truth than for
mosedsupposed self interest withwish greater
faithfalih in thetlletile future than content with
the present with more faith in god
than in themselves and less faith in
sectarianismsectarianism and parsonsarsonsansons and place
huntershunter than ever teforeintebeforeforeinin their ex
periencespsrieiicesperienperlen ces they really exhibit niormorebior
of the spirit of4 israel than cancant be
discovered onin islands or continents
oreartborearor earthtb the hosts of the high onesolles
of the nation are conlconicombinedlinedfined 1 munimuni-
tions of war and the united forcesforccalealcai of
egypt in wealffiandwealth and power and partypirty
are marchingmarc liing on tilethetlletiie fugitives intileinilieaniliein the
wilderness yet their faith is in the
parting of the waters and tilothetile utter
overthrow of ostentatious injustice
andtind unrighteous demagogues by the
waves of a more than re&seared sea magni-
tuderudeintudeinin tilethetiietlle liandhandllandiland of their proved and
trusted god salt lake herald

THETHE BOOK OF MORMON31011310IN AND THE THREE WITNESSES
BY 0 K

in the investigation of tilethetiietlle genuine
pesspegsposs of the book of mormonlormon we must
considerc6hsider the nature of the direct evi-
dence that we havebave with regard to its
origin and inin this respect the testi-mony is strong clear complete and
unimpeachable the existence of tilethetlletiie
plates is testified to in a most solemn
lindarndaridannd sacrsaersacreded manner by eleven wit-
nessesiiesses in addition to joseph smith
eight of these witnesses actually
handledcandledbandiedthai4iellatesellateeeldied lifted and carefully examined
the platespiateslates satisfying themselves in a
manneriner beyond all dispute that the
platespiatesPlites wweree re realreat and tangiblea it is

altogether unlikely thatjosephthat joseph smith
could have imposed upon these eight
witnesses by giving into their handsbands
something different from metallic
plates so at any rate we have the
evidence of eight men that they
handled certain plates and that they
hadllad the appearance of very ancient
workmanship if these plates were
not the plates from which the book
of mormon was translated what weiewerewere
they 1 where did joseph smith get
them I1 and what did he do with
them I11 tireare all pertinent inquiries
that liehelleile hadbad plates in his possession
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of thetho kind andnd description fromfrow
which lieliuiluilelle states liehelleile translated thothe
book of mormon is strong prima
facie evidence in favor of his story
and the fact that he only showedshowe
them to certain few individuals is
another evidence of the truthfulness
of his statement i for if lieheile as is
claimed was an ignorant impostor
he would have naturally argued that
to the more persons hebe shoshowedwed his
stspuriousurious plates the wider would grow
his influence and the greater would
be the number of believers in his
story to keep the plates hidden
fromfrow the multitude would naturally
appear in the average mind to be the
surest way of retarding his success
and blocking his own progress and
assuredly if joseph smith had the
cunning and dexterity to invent the
story of the discovery of the plates
and to manufacture a set of plates to
agree with the story ahe1hehe would have
hadbad cunning enough to present them
to the public surrounded by so much
mystery and glamour thattliatvliilewhile they
saw them they would not be able to I1

examine them critically
but we have greater and stronger

evidence than that of these eight
witnesses we have the testimony
of three other meninen that the plates
from which the book of mormon was
translated were shown to theinthem by inangel of the lord alidand not the plates
oniantonly but the engravings upon them
and stillaill further they declare that
they know that these plates were
translated by the gift and powerofpower ofgod for his voice hadbad declared it
unto them here then we not only
have testimony of the existence of
the plates but also to their genugenuine-
ness

inelne
and to the truthfulness of the

translation which translation we have
in the sliapeshape of the book of mormonand it inmustlust be remembered that not
one of thesetlidse three witnesses has ever
denied liliisilisillsis testimony or contradictedit in the least particular but underall circumstances and upon every oc-
casion all haveli lveive in the strongest and
most decided language declared thattheir testimony was true again
there is one very noteworthy fact
with regard to these three men they
were allseveredallaliail severed from the communion
oftheodtheof thetho church during the lifetimelife time of

theproplietj6sephtilctile prophet joseph ifjosepbsmithifjosepli smith
hudhad bien anail impostor lie was in the
power of eacheacil of ththeseese three wit-
nesses for any one of themihemahem allewwllewwhen-
ever lieholleile pleased could have exposed
the conspiracy if conspiracy there
hadbad been and shown to the world
how the testimony had been manu
facturedfractured but none of them have
ever done so although at cercertaintairi
periods of their lives they smarted
under the denunciations and reproofreproofsi
theythi y received from the prophet and
entertained towards him the most
bitter feelings fortheforfon the course he took
towards them going so far as to de-
nounce him aas a fallen prophet yet
with all their acrimony and hatred
they never once deviated from theithethel
testimony that is printed above their
names at the commencement of the06
book of mormon we appeal to all
reasonable minds and ask if it isid
possible tosupposeto suppose that if the book
of mormon were a fraud joseph
smith would have dared to have
treated rhesethesethese anenrnenmen in the resolute and
tinuncompromisingcomprowisingcompromising manner that he did
to use a common expression holidiidild
would have been under their thumb
and would have had to conciliaconciliateto
them and retain their silence by conedcon
cessionssessionscessions by flattery and by trimming
his course to their requirements this
the prophet never did hebe was as
independent of them as of any other
men he rebuked unrighteousness
in them as strongly as lieheile did in
others and when their conduct
could no longer bobe tolerated in the
church of god he and thetlletile saints
withdrew fellowship from them this
isliotis not the way of an impostor but of
an honest fearless man who knows
his cause is just and puts liishisills trustintrust in
god neither did any one of the
eight witnesses ever turn from hishig
testimony and deny its truthfulness
they ever maintained that their state-
ment was the truth and nothing but
the truth they have all gone be-
yond the vail now to receive their
reward and all but one died faithful
members of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints
in considering the naturenatureaudvaluoand value

of the testimony of the prophet joseph
and the three witnesses the following
remarks by elder orson prattPratprastaroprattarotarotareiarelarelape
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momostmostmoatmoitit pertinent1 no reasonable per
son wwill11 siysaysly thatflint tiesaties3the four iersonpersonslerson 9
were tthemselvesienileni selves deceived the nature
of their testimony is susuchch that they
must eithereltherei therbebe bold daring impostors
or else the book of mormon is true
they testify that theytlleytiley saw thetlletile angel
descend they heard his voice theytlleytiley
saw thetile plates in his hand theytlleytiley sawsav
the engravings upon them as tho
anangelclel turned them over leaf afafterter leaf
atilleatilieattileamilieat the samesamasamo time they heard the volcevoicevoicevolce
of the lord out of the heavens what
greaterpreater evidence could they have I11
thetheyy could have had nothing that
would have given them greater assuahsu
ranc if theytlleytiley were deceived there
Jsis no certainty in anythinanything if these
four men could hohe deceldeceivedeae5 in seeing
tinan anangelanel0el descend from heaven on the
sainsamsarn grounds the apostles may havellave
been deceived in seeing the savior
ascend up to heaven
i Is it probable that four men who
lerewere for the moatmost of their daysday
strangers to each otheotherothenI1 residing inin
three or four differentdifferont counties should
all combine together to testify that

theytlleytiley had eenseenbeen an angel and heard his
voice mid also theflietho voice ofofardofgrdgod hear-
ing testimony to the truth of theflie book
of mormon when hotiorio such thing had
happened I1 three of theethese witnesseswitnessed
namely joseph smith oliver cow-
dery and david whitmer were young
men from twenty to twentyfivetwenty five years
of ageape they were men whowiiowilo had been
accustomediaccustomed fromfrow their childhoodchildliood to
thetiietile peaceful vocations ofif a termeustermersffrmersfertermers
life unacquainted with the decep-
tions which are more or less practiced
in large towns and cities theytlleytiley pos-
sessed the open honesty and simsimplicityplicityplecity
so generallygenerilly characteristic of country
teoieopeoplelleilejle Is it in the least degree pro-
bableab e that men so young and inexpe-
riencedrien ced accustomed to ait country life
and unacquaintedunacqtrainted with the world at
large would be BOso utterly abandoned
to every thing that waswag good so per-
fectly reckless as to their own future
welfare so heavenbeaven daringdarlng and blas-
phemousplipil emous as to testify to all nations
that which if falsefilsefaise would forever seal
their damnation VV juvenile anstrlnstrinstruc-
tor

c

it isis not to bobe doubted that men and women who are and havehavo been exclu-
sively devoted to oneoileolie pursuit or limjimlimitedted to a single line of thought areara
narrower inin inindigind and more circumscribed in poweipowoipowersrs than thosethese who have
had iiit broaderbroiderbrouder field of vision and a larger culture they ariynriym ayiy be able to
doado a single thing perhaps better than it hashis ever been done before but this
specialsp iclalocial excellence has been bought at a heavy expense of full rich and
roundedroundedmanhoodrounded manhood and womanhood
reformation the only really holiehoilehopefulfulfui method of ascendascendinascendingin thetlletile steep

ladder of reformation be the thingtinny to hebe reformed what it may isis to begin
early to root out the poisonpolsonpoisonweedweed in its first sprouting from thetlletile groundg round to
make the ascent while that ascent is gentle and easy while the steps are few
andshallowand shallow like hiretirefirebire which has taken hold of a building a habit once rooted
in thetiietile ilfelifebre is difficult to conquer and sometimessometiintsome timestimass iitit iisis iinipossimpossibleibleibie to congconqueraergenbenuerbutfiut there wasww a moment when it could havehive been subdued with very little
trouble and we are guilty of high treason toallcoallto allali that is great and good to all
that is best in ourselves by ourout remissness then
two WAYS OFor LIVING thetlletile old proverb says that every burden we have

to carry offers two handles thethothe one smooth and easy to grasp thetiietile other
roughyoughgough and liardhardilard to hold one man goes through life takingC things by the
roughtoughfoughpough handle and liehelleile has a hard timetinio all the waywa he drasdraws in a tight
harnessbarness and it chafes wherever it totitutituticaustuiiciiltcaus him heilellelie carries a heavy load
rinaandrindananna helielleile rindsfinds it riotnot worth keeping when helielleile gets it home here spends more
strength upon the fret and wear of work thanflianalian upon thetlletile work itself hohe is
like a disorganized old mill thaothat wakesmakes acrealagrealagi ealkal hoisenoiseholse over a small grist
becausebec niseuise it grinds itself moremorumoro than it grinds the grain another inanman carries
uieilieuleille same weight does thetiietile sarnesamesainesamu wolkwoik and linds i eay because he takes
everything by the smooth handle andanaauaauh soso it comes to passpuss that one iliiniiiinman
siglisifudsighs and weeps and another inmanallatiail whistywhisthwhibtlt s andsingsand sings on the saineroadsainesame roddroadrudd




