%%% SCRIPTURE CENTRAL

https://scripturecentral.org/

Type: Magazine Article

The Lamanites (A Book of Mormon Sketch)

Author(s): George Reynolds

Source: The Latter-Day Saints' Millennial Star, Vol. 42, No. 30 (26 July 1880)
Published by: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

Page(s): 465-467

Abstract: This series sketches out the character of the Lamanites. Reynolds also writes
concerning Sariah, Lehi’s wife. The sixth and final part concludes the series.

This item is in the public domain.


http://bookofmormoncentral.org/
https://scripturecentral.org/

THE LATTER-DAY SAINTY

MILLENNIAL

STAR.

“ For nation shall rise against nation, and Fingdom against kingdom ; and
there shall be eartktzuakes i divers places, and there shall be famines and

troubles ; these are

e beginnings of sorrows”—MARK xiii, 8.
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THE LAMANITES.—(A BOOK OF MORMON SKETCH.)

BY ELDER GEORGE REYNOLDS,
add L gadul
[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 452.]

After the glorious appearing of the
crucified Rgsdeemer in the Land
Bountiful, and during the universal

~reign of righteousness that followed,
ihe rlé:.ted nlnyame o{ Iamaml'te was n](:aver
eard, o as the people may have
sadly referred to the inilr);uities of old.
But in the days of Amos, a va:iy few
revolted from the Church and took
upon themselves the name of Laman-
ites ; thus there began again to be
Lamanites in the land(545). Their
numbers were but few and their in-
fluence was unnoticed, yet they were
the precursors of unnum hosts
who in after years followed in their
wake, From their day iniquity raised
~its frightful head, and in a short time
. SAhG 201) the unity of the Christian
Church was dissevered, and false
aeedat, dogmas and institutions once
‘more found place ; these led to gross
-inhuman idolatry, and the state of
! who accepted :
than that of the Lamanites of old.
-~ In the year A.C. 231, a great divi-
- sion occurred, and the people were
again divided into two strong con-

them was worse |

tending bodies, who assumed the old
names of Nephites and Lamanites *
But there was a great difference be-
tween these opposing races and those
who had borne the same name in
centuries Tut. The Nephites of this
aﬁwem the true believers in Chri
whilst the new Lamanites, (whatever
their igree) had not dwindled in
unbelief, but had wilfully and know-
ingly rebelled against the truth, whilst
 their children, through the wickedness
and abominations and false teachings
of these fathers, dwindled in every-
' thing that was good—in knowl

in handicraft, in civilization, and a

in beauty ; for now they were a white
and lovely people, but soon the old
skin of darkness-—the fit companion
of their filthy habits and the mark of
God’s displeasure—came upon them
(547). Nor were they alone in their
miquity, the Nephites soon followed

* It is worthy of note that the Mexicans
of the days of lzontaumaald Cortez dated
the commencement of their race and na-
tional existence from this very same year,
—8See Mexican Calendar Stone.
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in the same path, the Gadianton rob-
bers re-appeared, the land was full of
violence, and the inspired recorder
was compelled to confess (A.C. 300)
that “there were none that were
righteous save it were the disciples of
Jesus.”

Still active hostilities did not break
out for some time; but when war
commenced, it scarcely ceased until
that great battle near Cumorah, which
brought extinetion to the Nephite
race. war, or series of wars,
was one of peculiar horrors, All the
old savagery, ten times intensified,
was rekindled, transforming the com-

- batants into fiends. Each race seems
to have striven to out-rival the other
in its bloody and infernal inhumanity.
Mormon, the Nephite prophet-general,
in an e[nstle to his son, Moroni, sor-
rowingly relates the fate of the N. eiih-
ite prisoners—men, women and child-

-ren—taken at Sherrizah (619). He
adds: “ And the husbands and fathers
of those women and children they
¥the Lamanites) have slain ; and they

eed the women upon the flesh of
their husbands, and the children upon
the flesh of their fathers; and no
water save a little do they give them.
And notwithstanding the abomina-
~tion of the Lamanites, it doth not

_exceed that of our people in Morian-

~tum. For behold, many of the dangh-

. ters of the Lamanites have they taken

. prisoners ; and after depriving them

of that which was most dear and

- precious above all ‘things, which is
,mty and virtue ; and after they
~had done this thing, they did murder
ythem in a most cruel manner, tortur-
. ing their bodies even unto death ; and
% t-hei have done this, they devour
_their flesh like unto m’lt'lbmts, be-
#ause of the hardness of their hearts ;
-and they do it fora token of bravery.
“horrible. condition into

-Buch was the horrible
which open, willful, re-

it to say, W&Fbmkeouﬁ(}. 323, At
~first the Nephites were victorious, and

ve hostilities l{:&‘ﬂ. _not resumed
‘ rn A_G‘m. i 1 : 0y ._W- 1
?ﬁmd triumphantly first.on ou:a?w:;:

were )
‘peculiarly 'their 'own,
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then on the other. The name of the
Lamanite king was Aaron, whilst the
outhful Mormon led the armies of
ephi. After a continuance of this
most sanguinary conflict, which -ex-
tended all over the land with the most
variable results, a treaty was patched
up (A.C. 350), by which it was agreed
that the Nephites should hold all
North America, and the Lamanites
possess the whole Southern Continent,
the Isthmus of Panama being the
dividing line between the two nations.
A peace of ten years followed, when
the Lamanitish king invaded the
Land Desolation, ear by year the
horrors increased, until by mutual
agreement the remnants of Nephi
fnthered in one vast body, met their
oes at Cumorah, fought with the des-
peration of despair, and were over-
whelmed and annihilated (A.C. 385).
The Lamanites were now rulers of
the western world, their traditional
enemies being utterly destroyed. But
they did not cultivate peace, and no
sooner were the Nephites obliterated,
than they commenced fighting amon
themselves. The lonely Moroni (A.C.
400) teils us that “ the Lamanites are
at war one with another; and the
face of the land is one contined round
of murder and bloodshed, and no man
knoweth the end of the war.” And
again, yet later, he writes: “their
wars are exceeding fierce among them-
sahrea.” . % i
Such was the sad condition of the
‘Lamanite race in the early part of the
fifth eentury after Christ. Here the
inspired record closes ; henceforth we
have nothing but uncertain tradition.
The various contending tribes, in
their thirst for blood so long gratified,
sunk deeper and deeper into savage
degradation ; the arts of civilization
- lost to the great
mass of the 'people. Decades and
centuries rolled by, and after a'time,

in some partts, a better state of thin
slowly uprose. In Central Ammﬁ
Mexico, Pern, etc., the foundations o
new kingdoms were laid, in whieh
~built up civilizations
“but in
ways bearing record to 'the idiosyn-
cracies of “ancient predecessors.
Of this we e here little to do;
many of their traditions (though dis-
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:‘;ﬁ&!‘ded by mankind) bear unequivo-
sal testimony to the truth of the Book
of Mormon, and we have the joyous
assurance that as the words of their
ancient prophets, recorded therein,
have been fulfilled to the letter in
their humiliation, and as they have
drunk to the dregs from the cup of
the bitterness of the wrath of God, so
i8 the glorious day now dawning when
the light of the eternal Gospel shall
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illumine the hearts of their descend-
ants, fill them with the love of
renew their ancient steadfastness a
faith, and make them the fitting in-
gt.mﬁfrlnﬁta uﬁ His hands of acoc};mp ish-
ing purposes wit
tiﬁl gI& u:h which gfsso slha.{l be ful-
e gracious, glorious pro-
mises made by Jehovah to this trgna-
lantfd branch of the olive tree of
rae

A WORD OF ADVICE.

”

_o.-_

The gathering of the Saints from all
;mts of the world is a prominent
eature of the latter-day dispensation.
It was predicted by most of the ancient
Erophets, and is being accomplished

y the people of God to-day. All
members of the true Church of Christ
are interested in ‘“the gathering of
the elect from the four winds”—from
the east and the west, from the north
and the south.

The anxiety felt by many of the

Saints in Utah, to assist in the gather-
ing of their friends and relatives
from the Old World, is very com-
mendable. It is a labor of love as
well as a du% and they who eﬁ?ga
zealously in the good work will in
nowise lose their reward.

But there is one thing that should
be clearly understood by all who wish
to aid in the emigration of the poor
from abroad. That is, the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is
not engaged in a general, indiserimi-
nate emigration business. The ob-
ject in view in chartering vessels and

~eontracting for trains is, the gathering
of the Saints, in accordance with the
“revelations of and His com-
~mandments to His ple. We do
'not desire to use the order of the
‘priesthood and the influence of our
ization in bringing from afar to
‘the home of the Saints, people who
‘have no faith in our pmg:el;i’a, and
‘no interest in common with our
“Church members. :
~Some people have an idea that we
‘send our elders abroad mi;f:th“ up
@8 many persons as ible and in-
“duce them to come to Utah, like
general emigration agents. Thisisa

‘gration of the wicked.

very great mistake. The work of
the gathering is incidental to the
preaching of the Gospel, and our
missionaries labor for the convincing
and converting of souls who, when
the spirit of this work rests upon
them, at once desire to gather to Zion,
and the elders, by virtue of their call-
ing, act as guides and protectors to
those who wish to come unto *‘the
tops of the mountains” to learn fur-
ther of God’s ways and “walk in His

In the work of the gathering it is
only to be expected that some who
are not of us will join in with us for
a season for sinister motives, or “for
the loaves and fishes,” But there is
no need for lending intentional assist-
ance to such persons. We must put
up with the disappointment of finding
that some, of whom we ho better
things, turn their backs on the truth
%n% make ejhlp:vreck of1 their fiait.h.

ut we need not pu 8 our
time and means ?n Eel iﬁgpt?bring
people here who will o:Hy prove dis-
cordant elements, and are not li
to assimilate to the body of the
Church. It is not un.fra%nently the
case that a good Saint here sends
money for the e ion of some
re.lativ;e ﬁr friend £ nglkand, or other
part of Europe, without knowing any-
thing about the standing, or faith, or
morality of the individual.

We advise care in this matter, for
several reasons, In the first place, as
we have shown, our mission is “the
gathering of the Saints,” not the emi-

oo Sy In tl;e.aeoond
place, our office at Liverpool is
specially for this purpose, and its con-





