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THE LAMANITES.—(A BOOK OF MORMON SKETCH.)

BY ELDER GEORGE REYNOLDS,

—— ) —

[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 420,]

The Zoramites (B.C. 74) were the
next body of Nephites who succeeded
to the Lamanites ; as usual, they were
traitors and apostates. They entered
into a treasonable correspondence with

ever-ready sympathizers with
apostasy, over the border, which re-
sulted in a united armed expedition
against the Zoramites’ late fellow-
eitizens. The Zoramites inhabited a

tract of country east of the River
Sidon, stretching from the Caribbean
Sea to the wilderness. Into this re-
gion the Lamanite hosts marched,
with the intention of joining their
new allies in an invasion of the Land
of Jershon,* but the N :jghite patriots
assembled with such alacrity in that
land, that the‘flan of the campaign
was changed and the invading forces
determined to retire through the wil-
derness and sweep round by the u%per
waters of the Sidon into the Land of
Manti. In this war the Lamanite
commander, Zarahemnah, adopted the

* Jershon appears to_have lain to the
north of the Land of the Zoramites.

- policy (which was almost universally
followed in succeeding wars) of ap-

pointing Nephite apostates to be the
chief officers of the Lamanite hosts ;
their intelligence, forcefulness, hatred
of their former associates and hard-
ened natures making them implacable
foes to the enemy and dauntless lead-
ers of the men under their command.
The forees of Zarahemnah were met on
their advance near the River Sidon,
ﬁ' the forces of the Republic, under
Moroni and Lehi ; a most san
and hotly contested battle ensue
which for many hours was carri
on on both sides of the river with
reat loss to each of the contending
orces, but more especially to the
Lamanite soldiery whose almost naked
bodies had no 3_‘_mtet;ting armor to
resist the sharp wea of the better
armed Nephites. Still the rude war-
riors, confident in their overwhelmin
numﬁars’, and encouraged by the des-
perafte- ‘vdil;m.oﬁ their fﬁmbi?m'm
ers, fought with magnificent cou
But'ﬁllu'%l:rvain; except superior num-
bers, everything — discipline, equip-
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ment, arms, and above all the blessing
of God—were with their enemies ;
their desperate and long-continued
struggles were fruitless, and at last
their wounded leader surrendered and
entered into a covenant of peace,
never again to commence hostilities
against the Nephites.
this promise, and after being dis-
armed, the magnanimous Moroni per-
mitted the survivors to return to the
Land of Nephi.

Peace, however, was but short lived;
internal dissensions created by the
intrigues of apostates and royalists

convulsed the Nephite community. |

The rebels were led by a descendant
of Zoram, the servant of Laban,
named Amelekiah. Being overwhelm-
ingly defeated by Moroni he fled to
the Lamanites, and there evolved a
plot worthy of a demon, which only
ceased with life. He was a Napoleon
in ambition and diplomacjr, and possi-
bly also in military skill. On the
first favorable opportunity after reach-
ing the Lamanite Court, he com-
menced to rekindle the fires of hatred
towards his former friends, At first
he was unsuccessful, the recollection
of their late defeats was too fresh in
the memory of the multitude. The
king issued a war proclamation. It
was disregarded. uch as his sub-
Jects feared the imperial power, they
ded renewed war more. Many
‘assembled to resist the royal mandate.
The king, unused to such objections,
raised an army to quell the advocates
of peace, and placed it under the
command of the now zealous Amalec-
kiah. The peace-men had chosen an
officer named Lehonti for their king
and leader, and he had assembled his
followers at a mountain called Anti-
Thither Ameleckiah marched,

ut with no intention of provoking a
conflict ; he was working for the good
feelings of the entire Lamanite people.

On his arrival he entered inte a sacred | had

correspondence with Lehonti, in
which he stipulated to surrender his
forces on condition that he should be
-appointed second in command of the
united armies. The plan succeeded,
Amaleckiah surrendered to Lehont1
and assumed the second position.
Lehonti now stood in the way of his
ambition ; it was but a little thing to

Having given |

| the hu.e-and-cr{I
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remove him ; he died by slow poison.
Amaleckiah now assumed supreme
command, and at the head of his
forces he marched towards the Laman-
ite capital (374—5). The king, sup-
Eosing that the approaching hosts
ad been raised to carry the war into
Zarahemla, came out of the royal city
to greet and congratulate him. As
he drew near he was traitorously slain
by some of the creatures of the subtle
general, who at the same time raised
that the king’s own
servants were the authors of the vile
deed. Amaleckiah assumed all the
airs of grief, affection and righteous
indignation that he thought would
best suit his purpose, then made ap-
parently desperate, but purposely in-
effectual efforts to capture those who
were charged with the crime, and so
adroitly did he carry out his schemeisl
that before long he wheedled himse
into the affections of the queen. They
were married, and he was rec()%nized
by the Lamanites as their future
king* Thus far his ambition was
realized, but it was far from satisfied,
ambition seldomis. Amaleckiah now
cherished the stupendous design of
subjugating the Nephites and ruling
singly and alone from ocean to ocean
(B.%. 73). To accomplish this iniqui-
tous purpose, he despatched emissaries
in all directions, whose mission was to
make inflammatory harangues to the
populace, and stir up their a
passions against the Nephites. When
this object was sufficiently accom-
gliahed, and the deluded people had
ecome clamorous for war, he raised
an immense army, armed and equip-
d with an excellence never before
own amongst the Lamanites, This
force he placed under the command
of Zoramite officers, and ordered its
advance into the western possessions
O b Nophties, during ‘th
e Nephites, during this ti
been we:l i Amalecki&%
movements and energeti ~ pre-
paring for war. When tl‘;:ufauﬁm-
ites reached Ammonihah they found
it too strongly fortified to be taken

* Inmanyancient nations, Israel amongst
the rest, it was considered that he who took
the king's widow had a claim on the throne.
Thus te David was given the wives of his
master Saul.
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lﬁr assault, they therefore retired to
oah, originally a very weak place,
but now, through Moroni’s foresight
and energy, yet stronger than Am-
monihah.  The Zoramite officers well
knew that to return home without
having attempted something would
be most disastrous, they therefore,
though with little hope, made an
assault upon Noah, which resulted in
throwing away a thousand lives out-
side its walls, whilst the well-pro-
tected defenders had simply fifty men
wounded. After this disastrous at-
tempt the Lamanites marched home,
Great was the anger of Amaleckiah
at the miscarriage of his schemes ; he
cursed God and swore he would yet
drink the blood of Moroni.

During the next year the Laman-

_its were driven out of the great eastern
wilderness which was occupied by
numerous Nephite colonies, who laid
the foundations of several new cities
along the Atlantic coast. Moroni
also established a line of fortifications
along the Nephites’ southern border,
which stretched from one side of the
continent to the other.

It was not until the year B.C. 67,
that Amaleckiah again succeeded in
raising forces to invade Zarahemla.
That time seemed most propitious for
the success of his ambitions projects,
as the Nephites were rent into factions
and convnlsed with the contentions
of republicans and royalists, the latter
being in traitorous ecorrespondence
with the Lamanite monarch. In this
invasion the blood-thirsty king trusted
no subordinate officers to lead his vast
hosts, but commanded in person. He
adopted a different policy to that
which had marked former campaigns.
He first invaded the extreme south-
east of the Nephite possessions and
attacked Moroni, the outlying city
on the Atlantic seaboard. This he
captured. Leaving a small garrison
therein, he advanced northward along
the sea shore, reducing one after ano-
ther the fortified cities of Nephihah,
Lehi, Morianton, Omner, Gid, Mulek

and others of lesser note. Each city

as he conquered it was yet more
strongly fortified, and a small force
left within its whilst he, at the
head of the great bulk of his forces,
continued his pursuit of the retreat-
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ing Nephites. Thisadvance was con-
tinued until he reached the borders
of Bountiful, the most northerly of
the lands of the Nephites on the
southern continent, ere he was
arrested in his triumphal march by a
Nephite army under Teancum, and
after a day’s hard fighting (the last
day of the Nephite yearﬁ:e camped
on the sea shore, During the night
the valiant Teancum entered the iﬁ-
manite camp, sought out the royal
tent, thrust a javelin into the heart of
the L:ing as he slept, and then escaped.
The next morning the Lamanites,
discovering that their leader was
slain, retreated to the City of Mulek.
Ammaron, the brother of Amalec-
kiah, succeeded him upon the throne.
He continued the war policy, and
took personal command o}) his armies
in the south-west. Here also the
Nephites had lost ground. The cities
of Cumeni, Zeezrom and Antiparn.la
and to the eastward the Land an
City of Manti, were held by the dark
and savage warriors from the south.
Year after year the war rolled on with
heart-sickening loss to both sides, but
with gradual relief to the patriot
Nephites. Ammaron appears to have
possessed all his brother’s hatred and
vindictiveness, but not his consum-
mate cunning and great executive
ability. The first great disaster his
armies suffered was the re-capture of
Mulek, outside of which city Jacob
(a Zoramite), the commander in that
department, was slain. He was a
man after Amaleckiah’s own heart—
dauntless in battle, unflinching in
danger, overflowing in hatred to the
enemy, and full of a vicious enthu-
siasm with which he infused the
soldiers under his command. i
death was a great blow to the Laman-
ite cause, and from that time (B.C.64)
the Nephites rapidly, thongh not unin-
terruptedly, advanced to victory, and
during yet four other years of blood-
shed and destruction had to continue
the warfare, before they succeeded in
wresting every cit,%1 from the grasp of
the invader on both sides of the con-
tinent. When the Lamanites were
driven to their last hold on Nephite
soil—the City of Moroni—the im-
petuous Teancum determined to again
venture into the enemy’s camp and
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aa)'gy King Ammaron, as he had before
done his predecessor and brother.
Again he succeeded, but at the cost of
his own life. The death struggles of
the king apgrised the guards of the
gituation, and Teancum was pursued
and slain. .

And it came to pass in the year
B.C. 60, that there were none of the
Lamanites remaining to pollute the
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soil of the Nephites, and peace was
restored to the exhausted nations,
both of whom had spent their best
energies and expended rivers of blood
in the terrible struﬁgle brought on to
satisfy the hate and ambition of one
traitor and murderer. The next kin

of the Lamanites of whom we rea

was Tubal-oath, the son of Ammaron,

[To BE CONTINUED.]

DOINGS OF MODERN SECTARIES.

———

The following is from the Clristian
Globe :

“PDr, Talmage rather took his con-
ation by surprise a few Sundays
ﬁﬁ, when he announced that in
future he would immerse such per-
gons as desired it. ‘ My past plan,” he
went on to say, ‘ has been to send such
as desired that style of baptism to
some of my Baptist friends with a
note, ‘ Please immerse So-and-so, and
oblige ; but I have been thinking
that baptism is either right or wrong.
If it is wrong I don’t want to have
anything to do with it, and if it is
right, I may as well employ it myself.
So we have had a baptistry built
under this platform, and such as de-
sire may be baptized by immersion.”
"'“The following account of the first
rformance of the sacred rite is given
yy the New York Tribune: * A part
J the platform on the left of the
wce where Mr. Talmage usually
stands, was raised, and the bapti
was exposed to view. It is a tan
?ilr')p:llt ps&ven fget in ]igngthf, thr?e feet
de and, perhaps, four feet in
width. Tt was filled with water to
within a few inches of the top. Mr.
Talmage ascended the steps at the
conclusion of the singing, and at once
s_t?l'pped into the baptistry. He wore
a dark gown, which enveloped most
of his frame. Major Corwen stood on
the steps leading to thceeg’latform, and

as the women advan
bg’. the hand and steadied them while
they stepped into the tank. The con-
gregation stood during the entire
ceremony. The first candidate was a

‘whim of the
took them |

young woman tastefully and prettil
dressed in white flannel, trimmed wi
white satin ribbon. She wore her
hair closely braided to her head, and,
as she stepped into the tank, she dis-
layed a white satin slipper. Mr.
R‘almage stood facing the congrega-
tion, and the lady took her pesition
in front of him, with her side to the
ople. Then, taking hold of her
ess at the back of her neck with one
hand, and with his other hand on her
back, he said, ‘In the presence of the
Church on earth and in heaven, and
on the Erofession of your faith in
Jesus Christ, T baptize you, in the
name of the Father, Son, aud Ho
Ghost. Amen.” Twelve women an
six men were baptized. Mr. Talmag
varied slightly his langnage, but the
ceremony was in substance the same..
With the exception of the first, all
the women wore black dresses.” =~

In the first place the announcement:
of Dr. Talmage that he would im-
merse such persons as desired it, is, in.
the light of Scripture, superfluous and
absurd? No man a right to.
officiate in any ordinance of the Gos-
pel unless he be called of God as was
Aaron, by the medium of revelation,.
which is denied and repudiated by é_ﬁ
sectarians. He also takes the usual
sectarian _position that the mode i
baptism is according to the desire ¢
he people, when God has
vided the manner, which is to be
ried in the water. ;-

Not'havin%] Euthorit{dto baptize of
himself, a right which oﬁﬁ:nlyfo
the true priesthood, which has been:





