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MILLENNIAL STAR.

“ For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom ; and
there shall be ear&hz:sakes in divers places, and there shall be famines and
troubles ; these are the beginnings of sorrows”—MARK Xiii, 8.

No. 27, Vol. XLIL Monday, July 5, 1880, Price One Penny.

THE LAMANITES.—(A BOOK OF MORMON SKETCH.)

BY ELDER GEORGE REYNOLDS.

_———

[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 404.]

The events previously narrated have | City of the Great King, from whence
brought us to about one hundred and ' its builders had all sprung. The
twenty years before the birth of | Lamanites of this age had encroached
Christ. We n;hwt nov‘; take a leap of upon the Nephiht.es ﬁg.d both sides 1?:
thirty years, and introduce our readers | the continent ; t crept up ¢
to the {Amamtes of the year 90 B.C. | strip of wildar,neaeaytha.t borgareﬁ the

ﬁt that time the supreme sovereign
of all the land was a descendant of
%maal, but, his name is not recorded.

[is son, Lamoni, reigned over that
section of the country known as the
Land of Ishmael, which we are in-
clined to think was situated east or
south-east of that portion of the Land
of Nephi in which the Nephites for-
merly dwelt. Another king, named
Antiomus, exercised vi autho-
rity in the Land of Middoni, which
lay between Nephi and Ishmael. The
o&su reme king resided in the City
of :ﬁ i, which was the capital and

Ent seat of %)vern%wﬁ:: a‘gjngtl}er
city was be u oining
t&egehn?of Mormuc:g, the place where

Ima, about half a century previously,
had established a Christian Chu
To this city had been given the name
of Jerusalem, in remembrance of the

at Pacific Sea, and were rapidly

ling the wide extent of the east
wilderness. The idle, nomadic habits
of those who did not live in their
cities required that they should, like
their descendants, the present Red
Indians, have vast hunting-grounds,
and it became their natur. licy to
occupy all the territory that they pos-
sibly could.

By this time the Lamanites had
been strengthened by accessions
i b Pl
controlable pen t for migratin
the Lmamptga when amg. 5.1&
pleased them at home. The des-
cendants of Amulon and his associates
had also increased in numbers, and:
from their position as the teachers of
the race tﬁ?‘ exercised a strong and
unfortunately baneful influenceamong
the race they were enducating. Ano-
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ther section of the Lamanite nation,
about this time, steps into promi-
nence—they were called Amalekites
—were exceedingly hardened and
faithless, and overflowing with hate
towards the Nephites, from whom, it

is not unreasonable to suppose, they

were apostates, The native Laman-
ites, Amulonites and Amalekites con-
jointly built the great City of Jeru-
salem, and from the mental superiority
of its amalgamated people it developed
a precedency in works of evil, in in-
trigue and in stirring up strife with

the Nephites. The more simple des- |

cendants of Laman and Lemuel were
easily led by their sophistries and
excited bi their cunning, until they
became the willing tools to execute
all their villainy.

A number of devoted and inspired
Nephite missionaries now appeared
in the midst of the Lamanites. They
were led by the four sons of King
Mosiah, and for fourteen years they
tarried and ministered among their
dark-skinned and darker-minded bre-
thren.  Their mission produced a
i‘eat revolution in Lamanite society.

t first they passed through many
scenes of danger, discomfort and
suffering ; they were cast out, im-
prisoned and tortured, but their ’lives,
as had been prophesied, were all pre-
served. By and bye their faith,
patience, courage and devotion tri-
umphed, and they had the unspeak-
able jo& of baptizing into the Church
many thousands of their former ene-
mies. All of the obedient ones, with
one single exception, were literal des-
cendants of LeEi’a elder sons, whilst
those in whose veins ran apostate
Nephite blood rejected the Gospel
message, fought 1t with all their
powers, and ultimately were the means
of shedding the blood of thousands of
the Christian citizens of their adopted
country.

The first person of note converted
to God was Lamoni, King of Ishmael,
and it was in his dominions that the
first Lamanite Christian Church was
built up. Lamoni was a tyrant asa
monarch, but affectionate as the head
of a family, and the incidents of his
oo:zzgsrgliqigshich .ambo.f grﬁ} inter-
es again bring before us
the strong feefings of love and attach-
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~ment in the family circle which was
' as abiding a trait of Lamanite char-
‘acter as was their ferocity on the
' battle field. A few years later the
- old king, though at first desperatel
opposed to the Gospel, was himse
brought to an understanding of its
saving truths, and from that time the
work of the iqrd prospered under the
royal protection and encouragement.

ut before this the Lamanites had
made a disastrous expedition into the
territory of the Nephites. A division
amongst the latter people (B.C. 87)
afforded an excellent opportunity for
an inroad. A man named Amlici
aspired to kingly authority, in which
ambitions designs he was sustained by
| a numerous following. When de-
feated by the popular vote, “ the voice
of the people,” Amlici appealed to
arms and entered into secret negotia-
tions with the Lamanites. The latter
eﬂuipped two armies—one command-
ed by the king marched down the
River Sidon, and headed direct for
the City of Zarahemla, the other, a
few days in the rear, proceeded down
the east bank. The first army united
with the Amlicites in the Land of
Minon, about two days’ journey south
of Zarahemla, and suffered a terrible
defeat at the hands of the Nephites
under Alma; the other corps met with
a similar fate a few days later. The
loss to the Lamanites was immense,
thousands were driven into the wil-
derness in the north-west, where most
of them died of their wounds or from
privations. The remnants retreated
to their own land, and with them
went those who were left of the Am-
licites, who from this time joined the
fortunes of the Lamanites, and gave
additional strength to the apostate
element who were all the time gaining
influence and power at the expense
of the original descendants of Lehi’s
rebellious sons.

No sooner had the old king em-
braced the Gospel and extended his
powerful protection to its converts,
than the apostates of Nephite ex-
traction showed signs of active in-
subordination. They were deter-
mined that they would yield obedi-
ence to none, Nephite or Lamanite,
who believed in the coming of the
| Messioh. The Lamanites who had’
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accepted the Gospel message were
thusg who dwelt in the lands of Mid-
doni, Shilom, Ishmael and Shemlon
and in the cities of Nephi Lemuel
and Shunnilon (305), whilst the Amu-
lonites and their ilk, and the associate
Lamanites whose homes were in the
lands of Helam, Amulon, Jerusalem
and the regions round about turned a
scornful ear to the glad message.
Their opposition to its teachings grew
apace, and before long developed into
open rebellion, dividing the Laman-
ite kingdom into two distinet ecommn-
nities. The Christians dropped the
old name with all its abhorred associ-
ations, and the king chose for them
the appellation of the people of Anti-
Nephi-Lehi, that being the name he
ve to his son, upon whom he con-
erred the kingdom. About this time
the old king died(306).
~ We have now arrived at one of the
most pathetic and glorious events in
the history of Israel, one which sanecti-
fies the Lamanite race with the powers
of martyrdom, and, by the blood of
the victims, washes its rments
white from many a former sin. The
Anti-Nephi-Lehis, convinced of the
folly and sin of their past lives of
bloodshed and rapine, and deeply
penitent for all their former erime
took their weapons of war and buri
them deep in the earth, with an oath
and covenant to heaven that they
would never again, under any circum-
stances, shed human blood.
integrity was soon put to the test, for
the unconverted Lamanites, incited
and led by the Nephite apostates, fell
upon them, and with sword and spear
massacred 1005 of their innocent, un-
resisting fcllows. No opposition was
offered, no vain strugglings occurred ;
the victims calmly but resolutely
bowed before the assassing’ steel, and
rejoiced in the opportunity of show-
ing their devotion to God, even unto
death. The sacrifice of so many of
their unresisting brethren brought a
deep change of feeling in many of the
rude Lamanites ;. they refused to be
any longer the murderers of their
kindred ; they strove to emulate so
noble an example, and more were
added, that day, to the Church, than
those whose spirits had ascended to
the Great White Throne, and whose

Their | Leh
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blood smoked up to heaven as a testi-
mony against traitors and apostates,
The intriguing apostate clans who
hated the Nephites with a fiercer
hatred than the Lamanites had don
as their pretended wrongs were o
more recent origin, not being able to
incite the people to fresh atrocities
against their Christian brethren,
managed to get up a Nephite inva-
sion. Th:{r rapidly and unexpectedly
marched along the western borders
of the Nephite territory, and sud-
denly fell upon Ammonihah, whose
worthless citizens they massacred
without regard to age or sex, and
then utterly destroyed the city by
fire. They next marched to the
neighboring Land of Noah, from
whence they carried off many prison-
ers, among whom were great numbers
of women and children. As they
drew near the southern confines of
the Nephite possessions, they were:
vigorously attacked and scattered by
the Nephite general, Zoram. The
captives were every one delivered, and -
the Lamanites fled to their own Ia.nd, -
having accomplished the just decrees
of an All-wise God in the destruction
of rottem Ammeonihah, but without
having brought honor or substantial
reward to themselves. Whilst thus
smarting under the shame of igno-:
minious defeat, and incited by the
Amaleckites, they again fell upon the
unoffending people of Anti%e i-
i, and again stained their hands
with the blood of unresisting ‘inno-
cence, whom they no doubt felt sym-
thized with their Nephite fellow-
hristians. It is probable that they
would ultimately have destroyed the
whole of this persecuted people, had
they not, under the guidance 3} the
heaven-ins(ixired Ammon, left their
homes and possessions, and under-
taken an exodus northward. They
threw themselves upon the generosity
of the Neghltas, who joyfully received
them, and apportioned the land of
Jershon for their inheritance. Thus
ended the dynasty of which Anti-
Nephi-Lehi was the last king, and the
history of his expatriated people,*

* The Nephites gave to this ?eople the
name of Ammonites, in honor of Ammon,
the son of King Mosiah, and the president
of the wnissien to

this race,
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from this time, more ﬁro erly belongs
to the annals of the Nephites than to
the Lamanites, whilst the history of
the latter race is to a great extent the
history of Nephite a%)sta-tes who from
this time largely held control and
government, d

~ When the exasperated Lamanites
found the Ammonites had forsaken
their homes to escape their unholy
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vengeance, they gathered in pursuit.
A battle ensued in the wilderness that.
separated the two mations, in which
tens of thousands of Lamanites were
slain and scattered abroad ; there was
also a tremendous slaughter amongst
the forces of the Nephites (B.C. 77).
But the invaders were repulsed and.
compelled to return discomfted  to.
their southern homes (317—8).

[To BE CONTINUED.]

COMPANIONSHIP.

—_—

Drop by drop, drop by drop, o
friends and acquaintances are filling
up the cup of our character ; stone
by stone, stone by stone, are plf"’ﬁ ap
the fabric of our character. eir
arguments drop something into the
cup, their opinions far more, their
actions most of all. Have you not
caught yourself, time after time, un-
consciously repeating as your own the
opinion a friend has just expressed to
you, referring, in a diffieulty, to the
conduct of a friend under similar cir-
cumstances ! Here, surely, was con-
vineing evidence of the silent working
of the qeavan of example. Every day,
and all day, in a thousand ways, pal-
pable or subtle, the plastic clay of a
young man’s character is being shaped
and moulded by those who surround
him. Your associates in business you
cannot, perhaps, choose. But you can
carefully examine their character, so
that you may be able to judge what
kind of influence it is to which you
aré exposed when in their company,
whether an influence to be courted or
an influence to be resisted.  The
associates of your leisure you can, to
avery large extent, choose for your-
self—not your house-mates, of course,
but the friends outside your home-
cirele. Choose intelligent friends as
far as possible—friends whose con-
versation will inform you, and whose
pursuits will elevate you. Litera

and artistic tastes are well wort

cultivating. It makes a vast differ-
ence to one’s enjoyment of life whe-
ther a primrose is to one onl:&;e ellow
primrose, as it was to Peter ﬁ, or a

) our

holy joy and a tender mystery, as it
was to Wordsworth, Have intelli-
ent, cultivated friends if yon can.

ut have religious friends, at all odds.
If you can’t have these, have none.
By “religious” friends, 1 don’t mean

friends who are always talking about
religion. There is such a thing as
letting one’s religion evaporate in
talk. I use the word “religious” in
its primary sense. Religare means
“to bind fast, and a_religious man is
a man who is keenly sensible of the
bond which binds him fast to God,
who thinks, and feels, and acts under
the obligation of his relationship to
God. Ogilvie, deriving it apparentg
from religere, not from religare, yet
gives a beautiful definition of {h'af
word religiom, “loving and reveren-
cing the Supreme Being, and obeyi

His precepts.” Choose, then, religious'
friends. e word more. Influenced
yourself b{; the conversation and
actions of those around you, your own
conversation and actions influence
them. Make up your mind that,
with God’s help, yours shall be a pure
and wholesome and manly influence.
Make up your mind that no com-
panion shall date his first steps in
profanity, ribaldry, flippancy, from
' the beginning of his intimacy with
you. Make up your mind that your
example shall be, not a will-o"-the-
wisp, luring travelers to the Slough of
lI)e]:izpct)ﬁd, blllxt 'ablight—fa'rthin rugh-
ight though it be—pointing the way
to the City of the &mrﬁing..—z‘pu

celsior,






