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om against kingdom ; and
there shall be famines and

there shall be eartkga}:ea
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THE LAMANITES.—~A BOOK OF MORMON SKETCH.)

BY ELDER GEORGE REYNOLDS,
-—-—O—.—_
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 388.]

‘When two hundred years had passed
awalii;.l}g Lamanites ha,dfrom some un-
cause, grown more

;ﬁ’nerous than the Nephites, they
had also sunk yet lower in savagery.
They loved murder and drank the
blood of beasts (153). Nothwith-
standing the ill success that attended

made war
business of their lives, generation
after generation. We can scarcely
conceive a people more loathsome
?ggs&vage haththtfaofmﬁ;m -
i § F ittl ment
s s
t from Je m ong

since been forgotten ; they had lost
everything that was | and had
retained and accumulated only that
which was evil. : '
The seeondof t:l(;e hundmﬁmt. d isa
repetition ) Te-
wars, are the bnrde:rgf the

of the race ; they had nought

else to relieve its monot‘:;lg—-art,
seience and enterprise were own.

About 320 years after the exodus

 from Jerusalem, they appear to have

7 i o ey g
ephites, aving t

as He had beﬂfloraizime '1 E
scourge to the latter e W
they forsook His a.pe?maron: (a
descendant of Jacob) writing about
this time, states that the more wicked
portion of the Nephites had been des-
troyad&bzs) but afterwards tells us
that the Lord had delivered the
righteous out of the hands of their
enemies, which shows that the des-
truction which had come u the
wicked Nephites was at the hands of
the Lamanites. In thenextgeneration
these desolating wars still continued.

We are now coming to a time when
thet;h{isinow of the ﬂmnmdemtis is pre-
sen us 1n greater espeeci-
ally when it isoopnectpithwaror
missionary enterprise wi e annals
of the Nephites. Somewhere between
250 and 225 years B.C., the obedient
Nephites, by the commandment of

left the land to which they had
been led by Nephi, and, under the
guidance of a prophet named Mosiah,



402

again started northward to seek a new
home. What the causes were that
led to this migration the Book of
Mormon does not inform us, possibly
the rapidly increasing Lamanites
were crowding so pertinaciously upon
the Nephites that quiet possession
was no longer possible, therefore
another exodus was commanded. At
any rate, it is certain that as soon as
the Nephites evacuated the country
the Lamanites entered it,and possessed
themselves of the cities and settle-
ments which Nephite industry had
created. This land was called the
Land of Nephi by the Nephites in
honor of the founder of their race,
and by such name is known allthrough
the Book of Mormon. The land to
which the Nephites had retired was
called the Land of Zarahemla, and
thither the restless Lamanites quickly
followed, so that in the days of Kin

Benjamin, son of Mosiah, we read o

their invading that land also, from
which they weredriven by its defend-
ers after much blood had been spilt
on both sides (157 and 159).

In the days of King Benjamin cer-
tain unquiet Nephite spirits became
anxious to return to the Land of
Nephi, whose lost richness they be-
wailed. The king finally gave his
consent. The first expedition was a
disastrous failure—quarrels amongst
the leaders of the company ended in
a bloody battle and the return of the
few survivors to Zarahemla. Nothing
daunted, a second company soon after
5 , which in one sense was more
successful, in that it reached the Land
of Nephi 1n safety.

- The Nephite evacuation of the
cities built in the Land of Nephi had
no doubt a beneficial effect on those
portions of the Lamanite race that
took possession of them. They thereby
became acquainted with some of the
comforts and excellences of civiliza-
tion, and, though very slow to learn,
their experience at this time laid the
foundation for a slight advance of
the arts of peace in their mids
from this time we read of two ¢
of this people, the one living in cities,
the other roaming in the wilderness.
However, at the time of the return
of this Nephite colony (whose leader
was named Zeniff), they had not

and
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| learned to keep the Nephite cities

they occupied in repair.

A king named Laman governed the
Lamanites at this time. On Zeniff’s
arrival a treaty was made between
the two parties, and the Nephites re-
occupied the cities of Lehi-Nephi and
Shilom, and the country immediately
surrounding. Laman’s subf'ects were
an idle and idolatrous people, and he
readily perceived the advantages that
would accrue from the presence of
an industrious people in their midst,
but who were not sufficiently strong
to be a menace to his authority.
Twelve Kears were thus passed by
the Nephites in repairing the cities
and developing the resources of the
lands adjoming, during which time
Laman had been watching their pro-
gress and noting their growing powers,
and which, by the conclusion of this
period, so alarmed him, that he in-
trigued with his people to make a
sudden attack on the people of Zeniff.
A battle ensved in which the Laman-
ites were defeated with a loss of 3,043
warriors, After this there was an
armed peace of twenty-two years
duration.

Before the end of this twenty-two
years King Laman died. He was
succeeded by his son, who soon after
his ascension again sought the chances
of war in the effort to stay the con-
tinually increasing strength of Zeniff’s
people, who formed a kingdom within
a kingdom, and were an annoyance
and an eye-sore to all loyal Laman-
ites. The young king was no more
successful than his father—he also
was ignominiously defeated with t
loss and driven out of the regiouﬁd
by Zeniff,

Shortly after this war Zeniff died
and his son Noah succeeded him. In
process of time the war was renewed,
the Lamanites commencing by sendin
in bands of marauders who cut o
small or isolated bodies of Noah’s sub-
jects, and drove their flocks and herds
away. Noah was at first successful
in resisting these encroachments, but
being given over to drunkenness and
debau 813', he did not take effectual
steps to defend his frontier. With
his false priests, courtiers and courte-
he gave himself np to the grati-
fication of the appetites of the flesh,
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and under his rule a great prophet of
the Lord, named Abinadi, was mar-
tyred. Such was the condition of
affairs (about B.C. 150) when the
hosts of the Lamanites suddenly ap-
ared in the Land Shemlon. King
oah ordered instant flight, and the
desertion of the women and children
to the mercies of the ruthless Laman-
ites, and set the cowardly examEle
by ﬂaaing in all haste. Some of his
ople refused to obey this disgrace-
ul command, and, through the inter-
cession of their wives and daughters
(the Lamanite respect for woman
still being observable), were able to
save their lives, though at a heavy
cost. They made an ignominious
treaty, in which they agreed to pay
to the conquerors one-half of all they
possessed, and one-half of their in-
crease year by year (205). Noah was
afterwaras killed b{ some of his own
Eeople, and one of his sons, named
imhi, reigned in his stead. In some
respects his rule may be said to have
been little more than nominal, as the
Lamanites set guards all round the
land to prevent the Nephites escaping
into the wilderness, which gunards
were paid out of the tribute exacted
from the subjects of King Limhi.
This state of tf:.ings continued for two
years.
In these times there was a romantic
'W in the Land Shemlon gm the
ephite borders) where the Laman-
itish maidens were in the habit of
gathering on pleasure bent. Here
t.hai sang, danced and made merry
with all the gaiety of youthful inno-
cency and overflowing spirits. One
day when a few were thus gathered
they were suddenly surprised, and
twenty-four of their number carried
off by strange men who, from their
appearance, were unmistakably Neph-
ites. On learning of this act of
teachery the Lamanites were stirred
to uncontrolable anger and, without
seeking an explanation, they made a
sudden incursion into the territory
held by King Limhi. This attack,
however, was not successful, for their
movements, though not understood,
had been discovered, and their in-
tended victims were pouring forth to
meet them. With Limhi and his
people it was a war for existence, to

403

be defeated was to be annihilated ;
his warriors therefore fought with
superhuman energy and desperation,
and eventually they succeeded in
driving the manites back. So
sEeedy did the ﬂiﬁ;ht become, that in
their confusion the Lamanites left
their wounded king lying amongst the
heaps of slain. here he was dis-
covered by the victors. in the inter-
view between him and Limhi that
followed, mutunal explanations ensued.
The Lamanite king complained bitter-
ly of the outrage committed on the
ughters of his people, whilst Limhi
protested that he and his subjects
were innocent of the base act. Fur-
ther investigation developed the fact
that some of the iniquitous priests of
King Noah, who had fled from the
dreaded vengeance of their abused
countrymen into the wilderness, were
the guilty ties. Being without
wives, and fearing to return home,
they had adopted this method to ob-
tain them. On hearing this explana-
tion, King Laman consented to make
an effort to pacify his angry hosts.
At the head of an unarmed body of
Nephites he went forth and met his
armies who were returning to the
attack. He explained what he had
learned, and the Lamanites, possibly
somewhat ashamed of their rashness,
renewed the covenant of peace.

This peace, unfortunately, was of
short duration. The Lamanites grew
arrogant and grievously oppressive,
and under their exactions and cruelty
the condition of Limhi’s subjects grew
continually ,worse, until they were
little better off than were their ances-
tors in Egypt before Moses, their
deliverer, arose. Three times the
broke out in ineffectual rebellion, an
just as often their task-masters grew
more cruel and exacting, until their
spirits were entirely broken; they
cowered before their oppressors, and
bowed “ to the yoke of bondage, sub-
mitting themselves to be smitten, and
to be driven to and fro, and but:d’enod
according to the desires of their ene-
mies” (209). t {

How many years this state of thi
existed is uncertain, but eventually
the Lord delivered! Limhi’s ?nﬁle,
and, with the aid of some of their

| friends from the Land of Zarahemla



404

who had sought them out, they es-

ca%ed into the wilderness.
~Their escape was a severe blow to
the semi-savage Lamanites, who for
years, because of their much greater
numbers, had been able to hold these
Nephites in a state of subjugation
most favorable to their own partial
barbarism and improvident, idle
habits. They obtained from them all
the advantages derived from slave
labor with none of its responsibilities.
Now that they had escaped, the great
source of local national revenue was
lost; besides the gratification of race
animosities could no longer be in-
dulged in. By this one movement
their pride, their passions and their
pockets were alike disastrously affect-
ed, They re-occupied the deserted
cities, and sent an army to overtake
and re-capture the fugitives. Theex-
pedition was a failure, it lost its way
in the wilderness, and wandered aim-
lessly about in the vain endeavor to
capture the Nephites or find their
way home.  Whilst thus wandering
backwards and forwards they came
upon the hiding:place of King Noah’s
priests. These vile creatures sought
mercy at the hands of the Lamanites,
and being joined in this appeal by
ir wives, the abducted daughters
of the Lamanites, the hearts of the
soldiers were softened, and the mis-
creants’ prayers were granted, where-
lrg)on they joined the Lamanites in
heir search. After a time the{) wan-
dered into the region occupied by the
Christians, who a few years previously,
to escape the persecutions of King
Noah, had fled into the wilderness,
anid, under the guidance of Alma, had
there built up new homes. The
Lamanites gained from Alma the in-

formation they needed as to their

way back, took possession shortly
after of the country oceupied and im-
Proved by Alma’s people, and before
ong placed them under the rule of
Amulon, the leader of the priests,
who was appointed a kind of tributary
prince or ruler over the region oceu-
pied by his own people and the colony
of Alma.  Amulon soon commenced
to ‘treat his Christian subjects with
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at severity and harshness. He had

own Alma in the days when they
were both priests to King Noah, and
vented all the hate engendered of a
false and bloody faith on the followers
of the man who, he considered, more
than any other, had been the means
of the overthrow of himself and his
priestly associates in crime. This
reign of tyranny did not last long;
the condition of Alma’s people became
intolerable, and under the guidance
of their heaven-directed leader they
escaped to the Land of Zarahemla.
The Lamanites were now undisputed
possessors of all the southern conti-
nent outside that land. and their chief
ruler was named Laman, a son of
the previous king of that name.

Tﬁe Lamanites now took a very
important step in civilization. King
Laman appointed the former priests
of Noah to be teachers of his people:
in every land over which he ruled.
These men who were learned in the
knowledge of the Nephites, taught
the Lamanites the language of their
race, that of the Lamanites having
become corrupted by long use without
a written literature. They also taught
them to write, that they could ecor-
respond with each other and keep
national historical records.  This
epoch may be considered as the dawn’
o?lesming amongst this nation, and
appears to have been coeval with the
first infusion of the more vigorous
Nephite blood in their veins, The:
astute priests, however, studiously
avoided teaching them anything re-

arding the true God, the Law of

oses, or the words of the prophets.
But from this time the Lamanites,
according to the testimony of the
Book of Mormon(216), began to in-
crease in riches, and began to trade
one with another and wax
and began to be a cunning peo-
ple, delighting in all manner of
wickedness and plunder, except it
were among their own brethren. It
is also recorded that the Lamanites.
were much more numerous than the
'ﬁniteﬁ- people of Mosiah and Zara-

em -

[ro BE coNTINUED.]

The less we parade our misfortunes the more sympathy we command.





