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NEPHNEPHI THEfhedheTHE SONSOV OF HELEMAN THE

YOUNGER

iiililinxephinephi we haveliate one of the great-
est prophets that ever trod the earth
ortoor to whonithewhowhomnithethe god of our salvation
revealed his glorious will he lived
during the greaterportiongreater portion oftheodtheof the first
century before christ and disappear

effromedfromed from the knowledge of mankind
but a short time before the advent of
the messiah as a babe in bethlehem
he is first referred to in the book of
mormon31ormon BC 44 as the elder of
jlelemaingelemanshelemansHelemans two sonssons lehi being the
youngeryounger thesethese two brothers appear
to have been inseparable during their
ulfealfe they are almost always men-
tionedii0iiad6d asas associated inin the greatreatredt and
oftofttimesttimeslmes perilous labors of trettethe mini-
stryst undertaken for the salvation ofeitzereitherelther nephitesNephites or lalamanitesLamamanitenitess we
avehave no information with regard to
the time of nephis birth but when
his father died in the yearbyear BCC 3930
he succeeded him as chief judjudge9e the

duties of which ofofficefidelehe fillefilled withw
wisdom and justice for aboufiheaboutaboufiheyinehinewinen
years when owing to the wickedness
of the people he reresignedsigalsignleduhatdthatthat office
and c6zoranwaschoscezoranwas chosenenbytheby the people
in his stead BC 30
the years thattbatlphinephi judcjudajudgedeadlisdlisallsamishis

people are some of the daMdacdamatindamstindarkestitinstInin
nephite histoihistonhistory owing to their
great pride and iniiniquityequityquity tthehe lord
left them to themselves and they
became weak like unto the laman
ites man for man when war was
declared the latter being much the
more numerous carried everything
before them in vain jhothothenephitesneyhitenephitesstruggled for their homes anand ththeireirair
liberties they were forcedforcobacbackk by
the hordes of the lamaniteslamanit6sLamanites from city
to city from land to landjand mantimantl
gideon cumenicumenilcumens moroni anandanaC1 eyeneven7

zarahemlaZarahemla fell nornoi did thethewirbiidwar end
when the bloodthirstyblood thirsty lamanitesLamanites
held high carnival in the midst of its
towersfowerstowearsandrsandand palaces onward 86tswep
thetletie invading host t biabi&backwardward yet
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backward fled the defenders of thetho
commonwealth and backward they
continued until every town and city
every tower and fort from melek to
moroni31oroni from manti to bountifulbountifuil
were filled with the savage half discibisci
plinedelined dark skinned warriorswarriors of la-
man not a place could be found in
the whole southern continent where
the soldiers of the nephitesNephites success-
fully held their ground zarahemlaZarahemla
with its hallowed associations its
glorious temples where the daily
sacrificeabrifice was unceasingly offered its
proud palaces its luxurious homes
its courts of justice where the chief
judgeedge sat in the magnificence of almostkingly authority to administer the
law this their queen city the seat of
their government the head centre of
their civilization the home of their
highest priesthood was in the hands
of their merciless vandal like foes
nor had the danger stopped with
hurried hands they built a line of
defence across the isthmus of panama
jomflom sea to sea foror zheaq1q unnumbered
irfaostsomosts of their conquerors were still
pushing northward this line of
fortifications was effectual it stopped
the roll of the barbaric tide north-
ward and the lamanite commanders
resterested with the conquest of a contiwutwmtrutamtanentfnent from panama joto terra del
fuego they heldholdhelaheiahalahaia undisputed sway
these richlrichirichly deserved misfortunes

brought the 91pphitesnephitesNephites partly to their
sensessenses they began to repent takintaking9
advantage of this change inin the state
of theirtheilthell feelinbeelinfeelings8 nephi lehi and
their generalgenerdierdleral lforonihamoronihahMoronihah preached
energetically and uttered many pro-
pheciespheniesphecies concerning what would most
assuredly come upon them if they
didnotdidiotdid not amend their ways after a
time moronihah116ronihahMoronihah felt that they had
sufficiently humbled ththemselves for
thethe lord to measurably bewith them
and hehe once poremoremore ventured to lead his
av4vwarriorspriorsrriors against the lamanitesLamanites step
byy step they regainedregdined their former
possessions until all the most northern
settlements had been re occupied
tultuifurthertherthen than this moronihahMoronihah dared
kotnot venture thetiti conduct of the people
was not sufficiently reformed they
aadladad not repented in fullness of0 heart
aandnd apurposejpurposepurpose so he waited in the
hop616p6hopa of abetterabettetabeta berteibetteitertet and brighter day

when the people would have thorough-
ly turned from all their besetting sins
and when he in thetho strength of the
god of israel could lead them on to
victory thus zarahemlaZarah emla still re-
mained in the hands of thetho foe
when nephi retired from the judg-

ment seat it was with the intention
of devoting his entire time to the

I1 preaching of the gospel he associ-
atedI1 his brother lehi with him aridarddarld
commencing at the most northerly
settlement on the southern continent
bountiful lieheile journeyed and

preached throughout all the land
southward in the possession of the
nephitesNephites from thence the two
bbrothersro ers passed onwards to zara
hemlahemiaemia wwhereere they found manymanynephneph
iteto dissentersdissenters to whom they pro-
claimed tthee word of god in great
power numbers of these confessed
their sinssins were baptized unto repent-
ance andand immediately returned to
their brethren to repairrepair if possible
the wrongs they had done and make
such restitution as lay in their power
numbers of the lamanitesLamanites alsoaisoalsoaiso re-
ceived the truth gladly insomuch that
eight thousand of themwere baptized
in zarahemlazaraheinlaZaraZarahemlaheinlaemiahernia and the regions round
about
from zarahemlaZarahemla nephi and lehi

proceeded south to the land of nephineal
where they were captured by an army
of the lamanitesLamanites and thrust intotheinto thetho
very same prison inin which the sons of
kingkin mosiah were beforetime con-
finedfinel here they were treated with
great inhumanity by their savage
captors food was denied them andaedaekhek
it was decided to kill them when
the officersofficers commissioned with the
carryingcarping out of this cruel decision
arrived at the prison they found the
two prophets encircled about as ibbyifbyif by
a pillar of fire this sight filled them
with awe they durst not attempt to
execute their orders they held back
from laying hands on the prisoner
lest they should be burned but thetheyy
also observed that the two brothers
stood unhurt and unterrified in the
midst of the ascending flames eiem-
boldenedboldened by the trepidationtheirepidation of the
lamanite officials nephi and lellil611i
stood forth and explained to theiiithem
that it was by the power of god thatthab
this marvelous thing had happened
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that it had been manifested that they
might learn that no one could harm
them and that they were theservantstheservants
of the most high and his almighty
armarmshieldedshielded them nor was this all
a suddenbudden earthquake sho6ktheshook the ground
the prison walls tottered to their
foundations ha pallpali of thick darkness
covered all whom curiosity or other
motives hadgatheredhad gathered to thevrisonthe prison
the unburning alaineflaineflame the tottering
walls the quiveringuivering earth the im-
penetrable

incloudcloud of blackness all toncon-
spireds ired to fill their hearts with solemnflarfearfiarfear and awful dread they realized
the almighty power of god they
were filled with the sense of their own
abject insignificance A voice the
voice of one whom they knewcnewanew not
sounded in their affraaffriaffrightedthirritimeted ears once
and again yea a thirdthira time andeachdeachandreachanandana each
time that the voice came it was fol-
lowed by the trembling of the earth
and the shaking of the prison walls
all nature quivered at the presence of
the majesty on high whilst the
heavy palpable impenetrable dark-
ness still enshrouded them from
above the voice descended it was
outside the cloud its tones came not
to their quaking fieartshearts with the roar
of the pealing thunder nor wasitbasitwas it like
the tumultuous flow of angry raging
waters but it was a still voice of
peperfectrfectrefect mildness almost a whisper
ththatt pierced to their inmost souls
that voicevolcevoicevolce was the voice of the mightmighty
god of jacob and he called upon aallaliailI1
those who heard him to repent and
to do his servants no ill and with
the third repetition of this bonimconimcommandand
were added marvelous words of salva-
tion that cannot be uttered by men
and because of the thick pallvallpailbalibail of dark-
ness that enveloped them and the
fealfearfulfulfui dread that filled their hearts
none durst move fear astonishment
apprehension of what was to come
had riveted each to the spot on which
he stood
now amonamong the crowdWwasag a neph-

ite dissenter an apostate from thehe
true church named aminadab this
man happening to turn his face in
the direction where the two disciples
stood beheld that their faces shone
with a glorious light and thvtheythat they
were conversing with some oneond hawhoh6
appearedippeared to be above them forforlheirtheir

eyes were turned heavenward amin
adabacab drew the attention of those khowhoiho
surrounded him to this glorioglorionrapasapnsap
pearancebearancepearance andahol the Sspellspeilelleileli that bound
them waswas sufficientlysufficiently removeremovedd to
enable them to turn towards theahe
prsarsprisonersonersboners and toio become witnesses of
the fact also what do all these
things mearilmearllmean they anxiously in-
quired they do converseconverso with the
angels of god answered aminaminadabadabacab
what shall we do that this cloud of

darkness may be removed was their
next question you must repent
and cry unto thevoicethetha voicevolce even until ye
shall have faith in christ he repliedrepliedl
they did cry unto god with all the
energy that their terrifying surround-
ings inspired and so continuedcontinucontinaed to
supplicate until the cloud was dis-
persed when to their great surprise
they discovereddiscovered that they also were
entombed in a pillar of living fire
yet this firedidfire did notilotliotriot hurt them it did
not singe their garments it jidaidjiadid nonobnotf
consume the prison walls but theirtheli
terror was swept away aniandand they werdwemewerewemm
filledwith a joy that was unspeakable
for the holy spirit of god filled their
souls and they broke forth in marvel-
ous wordswolds of praise and rejoicing
again a pleasant searching whisper
reached their gladdened ears itsai&it saidsald
untothernuntount themothern peace peacebepeacej be unto toyouu
because of your yafaithfalthith in my well
beloved who was from the founfoundadounda
tion of the world now there were
about 300 souls who heard and sasaw
these things and they cast up theiratheir1heiihelihell
eyes unto heaven which was opened
to their visionvision and holy ange1scaniangels camee
down and ministoreduntoministered unto thethemin
the tidings of this glorioiisapglorious ap

pearingearingwereearing were quickly spread near andfarfar in the lands where the lamanitesLamanites
dwelt and so powerful was the testi
mony and so great were the evidences
that the major portion of the peopeoplele
believed repented and obeyed tmeame1id
gospel then like all true saints
they manifested the sincerity off taxthxtheir
repentance by works of restitution
they laid down their webweaponspons of nan6wanwar
they cast aside their false traditiontraditio2traditions r
their hatred gave place toto iveloveioveandidndiand
they restored to the nephitesNephites zara
hermiaherniahemia and the other lafidstheklidolllands they hado
taken from them JBCBC 30 so greatIF
waithewas the reformation inift their charcharacten8A culefuefler U
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86so radical was theth6tha change in their
habits that they soon exceeded the
nephitesnephit6sNephites in faith and works of righte-
ousnessousness it is a lamentable fact that
at this time many of the latter had
become hardened impenitent and
grossly6sslywickedwicked 13tittherewerebut therewere those
whoh0 still remained faithful in the
truth whose hearts greatly rejoiced
at the conversion of their former foes
this joy was the next year greatly
increased by the arrival of many
missionaries from among the hitherto
darkened and benighted people the
tables were turned the two races
hadbad changed places lamanlamarilamart was
t TO BEyge CONTINUED r

r
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JOSEPH SMITHS PROPHETIC CALLING a

n

was joseph smith an authorized
prophetpigI1phdtpedt of god I11 this is a question
of b mmomentousomen tous importance like
every67dry matter involving the weal or
woe of mankindmankiid the answer should
nothotgot be tgivenven unhasteinhasteInin hastebaste the evidence
should oe carefully scanned and
weighed before a decision is reached
he16 who jumpsJ

fuimps atat conclusionsco regard-
ingg memen1 andnnd things whwhetheretherl for or
against withoutaithoithout a scrutinizing examiegamiexamiegami
nation is liable to err in jujudgmentdg en
such a person is likely also to beb guil-
tyty of injustice in addition to ththee vital
interests involved that kindlyliberalkindly liberal-
ity that should characterize the beha-
viorvior of man to his fellowt requires thata plea in behalf of the divinity of the
mission3hission of joseph smith should be
candidly and impartially consideconfideconsideredred
r the popular voicevolcevoicevolce isis against the
validity of the claim of joseph smith
to being a true prophet public senti-
ment on such a subject has no force
itif ithaveothaveit have any bearing upon it at all it
Mmustpu be favorable because of prece-
dents if popular repudiation is evi-
dencei

dence against the genuineness of
joseph smiths claim it would be
equallyegiiallysensiblesensible to recognizetocognizecognize its poten-
cy as directed against tthehetho rejected
redeemer of theiworldthe4worldtheithelworld whose igno-
miniousni death and sufferings were
effected by the titletidetlde of the popular
willNULvul the same baymaybalmaxmay bbee asas readily
applied4pliewplied to neanearlyrlyaly ththe wholewhoieh e 6ftheof the

teaching nephi the waysway of holiness
and the law of the lord and godgocr
was abundantlyabundantlywithwith them hismatch-
less power attended them they open-
ed ttheirrowergowereirair mouths and he filled them
with inspired words of truth the
holy spirit sealed their utterances
and many of the nephitesbelievednephitesNephites believednor were nephi and lehi idle they
were sounding the gospel trump
long and loud in lordly zarahemlaZarahemla
and its tributary districts and thentilen
with many of the lamanite priests1est
hood they proceeded to th71the landand
northward 1lt

I1
holyhy0 pprophets since the world beganbegani
aagainstgainalnst whom the waves of popular
fefeelingeing as a rule surged like the
waters of an angry sea then we
will consider the evidence ofalaofahaof the
sentiment of the multitude as direct-
ed against the claim of the prophet
joseph effectually demolished
the prevailing idea regarding pro

phetspeets is that iin the language of thether
generalitygeneralityof of so called christian teach-
ers they are not needed now theyhey
were merely required to estestablishestablisablis the
church of christ in its incipiency
of course some excuse must bebeadaad
vanceddancedvancedforfor the nonexistencenon existence of divinerdivined
I1I1ly commissioned and iinspireinspiredi d men iniw
thetie variousvarious churches it would not
do to safsuchsay such men are needed because
the question as to why they do notnoti
have them would immediately arise
however we think it is not only an
easaaseasy matter tota show scripturally thatsucksucisuch men are not only needed but
that the existenceoftheexistence of the true church
of christ without thqraisthem is an absolute
impossibility I1wewe direct the reader to the4ththe 4thath
chap of pauls epistle tototheepheithe epheif
siansslanssiansslans the 8thath verse says whent
he christ ascended uup1 onon high her
led captivitycap tivitytivitt captive and gave gifts
unto men now read fromfrontfroni the lithlithailtha
to the 13th verielverse inclusive ancherandherand herhen
gave some apostles andind some proy
pletsy and some evangelists and




