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HISTORIANS OF

thought we would retire and let them see
what they could do.”

Few things are more interesting than
to listen to a recital of these old time ex-
periences from the lips of those who
were concerned in them. I have lately
spent some entertaining moments in the
company of Bros. Robert T. Burton,
William Cahoon and Stephen Hales,
three of the survivors of the old Band,
who were present at its organization, and
to whom I am indebted for the main par-
ticulars of this sketch. I had also hoped
to have received some information from
Bro. James Standing—father of the mar-
tyred Joseph Standing—and former Sec-

THE NEPHITES. 137
retary of the Nauvoo Brass Band, but
through some mischance I have failed to
receive an answer to my inquiries from
him.

I have had the privilege of looking
over a number of papers—copies of arti-
cles written in the times of which I have
been writing—and now in the hands of
Bro. Burton; one is a poem, ““ God save
the Band,” written in the quaint and
pleasing style which distinguish old-
fashioned productions. Another is the
following hymn, which, being from the
pen of Elder P. P. Pratt, and never
before published, is here given as origi-
nally written. Horace G; Whitney.

HYMN FOR THE DEDICATION OF THE NAUVOO CONCERT HALL.

Truth is our theme, our joy, our song,
How sweet its numbers flow;

All music’s charms to Truth belong,
To Truth ourselves we owe.

"Twas Truth that brought us from afar,
'"Twas Truth that placed us here;
Union and Truth without a jar
Can halls and temples rear.

*Twas Truth first formed our band and choir,
On Zion’s western plains;

'"Twas Truth that tuned our earliest lyre
In sweet, harmonious strains.
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It may be interesting to such of the
readers of the Cont ribut or as are stu-
dents of the Book of Mormon, and we
trust their name is Legion, to consider for
a short time who were the men to whom
we are indebted for the annals of the Ne-
phite nation, they being also the custo-
dians of the Sacred Plates, the Urim and
Thummim and other holy things.

The sacred records of the Nephites,
from the time that Nephi, the founder of
the nation, transferred them to the care
of his brother Jacob, to the time that Mo-
roni finally hid them in the hill Cumo-
rah, were in the hands of four families,
who hgﬁc‘l charge of them, as near as can

Sacred to Truth this Hall shall be,
While earth and time remains;

Where the Band and Choir in harmony
Shall swell their sweetest strains.

By Truth our union is complete,
Our songs in concert rise;
- And by the power of Truth we’ll meet
To sing amid the skies.

Hosannah to the Prince of Peace!
His Truth has made us free;

All hail the day of full release—
The earth’s glad Jubilee!
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be told from the abridgement that we
have’in the Book of Mormon, as follows :
Jacob and his descendants held them
from B. C. 546 to about B. C. 200, when
they were transferred to King Benjamin,
who, with his son Mosiah, the younger,
held them until B. C. 91, at which time
they were given into the care of Alma,
the Chief Judge, and he and his posterity
retained them until 320 years after the ad-
vent of the Messiah. After these, Mor-
mon and Moroni were the custodians un-
til the close of the record in the year 420
after Christ.

In the table that follows, B. C. signi-
fies before Christ, and A. C. after Christ,
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counting from the true date of His birth
as given in the Book of Mormon, and not
from the accepted Christian Anno Domi-
ni (year of our Lord), which is now al-
most universally admitted to be from two
to four years wrong. In those places
where no date is given, the desired infor-
mation is not afforded in the Book of
Mormon, and therefore can only be
guessed at. We therefore prefer to leave
such places blank. It will also be re-
membered that Mormon, just before the
great last battle, which resulted in the
extinction of the Nephite nation, hid up
in the hill Cumorah all the records
which had been entrusted to him by the
hand of the Lord, save it were the few
plates which he gave to his son Moroni.

The following are the names of the
Nephite historians, with the times during
which they held the records :

Nephi, from ----- to 546 B. C.
Jacob, from 546 to----- .

Enos, from-----to 422.

Jarom, from 422 to 362.

Omni, from 362 to 318.

Amaron, from 318 to 280.
Chemish, from 280 to----- .
Abinadom, from-----tO------ .
Amaleki, from-----to 200 (about).
King Benjamin, from 200 to 125.
King Mosiah, from 125 to 91.
Alma (the younger), from 91 to 73.
Heleman (the elder), from 73 to 57.
Shiblon, from 57 to 53.

Heleman (the younger), from 53 to 39.
Nephi, from 39 to 1.

Nephi (the disciple), from | to 34 A. C.
Nephi, from 34 to no.

Amos, from no to 194.

Amos, from 194 to 306.

Ammaron, from 306 to 320.
Mormon, from 320 to 385.

Moroni, from 385 to 420.

In the above table, one thing will most
certainly strike the attention of the ob-
servant reader. It is the lengthened pe-
riod that some of the historians held the
records. Jacob and his son Enos held
them one hundred and twenty-four years.

Jarom held them sixty. In this fact we
find a very pleasing confirmation of the
statement of Nephi that during the time
he and his brethren were wandering in
the wilderness, living on raw meat and
suffering all kinds of hardships, fatigue
and privations, the Lord so greatly
blessed the women in the company that
they “‘were strong, yea, even like unto
the men,” having an abundance of milk
to suckle the babes born unto them. Ja-
cob was born at this time, and doubtless
inherited an exceedingly strong constitu-
tion, which he transmitted to his pos-
terity.

The second epoch at which the longev-
ity of the custodians of the’plates is re-
markable is during that reign of univer-
sal righteousness which followed the
ministry of the crucified Savior. By liv-
ing unto the Lord in all things their lives
were marvelously prolonged, especially
the children of those generations, born
during the continuance of this happy and
holy period and before the effects of the
after apostasy had begun to work on the
lives of those born during its blessed
continuance. Thus Nephi, the son of
Nephi the disciple, had charge of the
records seventy-six years, his son Amos
eighty-four years, and Amos, the son of
the last named, the wonderful period of
one hundred and twelve years, or father,
son and grandson, three generations, a
total of two hundred and seventy-two
years. What a powerful sermon this one
fact preaches in favor of entire submis-
sion of body and soul to the perfect and
perfecting law of God. R.

Human nature is not a tiger which
needs a constant chain. In this case it
is the chain which makes the tiger. It
is the oppressor who has made man fit
only for a yoke.

The progress in society consists in
nothing more, than in bringing out the in-
dividual, in giving him a consciousness
of his own being, and in quickening him
to strengthen and elevate his own mind.





