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“ Hear the word of the Lord, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles
AFAR OFF, AND SAT, He THAT SCATTERETH IsRAEL WILL GATHER HIM, AND KEEP
HIM, AS A SHEPHERD DOTH HIS FLOCK.”—JtTtnxlafl XXXI, 10.
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Monday, January 6, 1879,

Prioe One Penny.

THE BOOK OF ABRAHAM—ITS GENUINENESS ESTABLISHED.
BY ELDER GEOFOE REYNOLDS. &=

CHAP. 1.

Introductory. The Discovery and sub-
sequent history of the Mummies.
Translation of the Papyrus by the
Prophet Joseph.

The late republication of the Pearl
of Great Price has drawn renewed
attention to the Book of Abraham,
which forms a portion of its contents.
And as but very little has ever been
said by the Elders of the Church in
advocacy of its claims as an inspired
record, written by one Prophet of
God in the infancy of the earth’s his-
tory, and translated by another Pro-
phet of the Most High in the dispen-
sation of the fullness of times, we
think that a few chapters written to
prove its genuineness and divine ori-
gin, will not be without value to the
Latter-day Saints and to the world
at the present time. For while the
people of God have said or written
little in its defense, there have been
those opposed to the revelations of

God in these days, who have vigor-
ously attacked it, who have styled its
language ““gibberish,” and classed it
among the ** pious frauds” that have
so often disgraced the history of reli-
gion, Christian and heathen. We
hold, and we have confidence that we
can prove, by history, science, and in
various other ways, that the Book of
Abraham is exactly what it claims to
be, and that it was translated by the
wisdom and power of God for the
benefit of the human family, by the
Prophet Joseph Smith.

Before entering into the discussion
of its contents, wedeem it advisable
to say a few words with regard to the
manner in which it fell into the
possession of our martyred Prophet.
The account he gives of this incident
in his history, is to be found under
date of Dec. 30, 1835, (Vol. XV Mil-
lennial Star,) from which we con-
dense : He states that the records
from which the Book of Abraham was
translated, were found in one of the
catacombs, near the city of Thebes in
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The next thing we deem in order
is to give the Prophet’s description of
the appearance of the papyrus, which
description, we may remark in passing,
is identical with that of President
John Taylor’s, who frequently saw
them when in brother Joseph’s posses-
sion. The latter writes *

““The record of Abraham and Jo
seph, found with the mummies, is
beautifully written on papyrus, with
black, aud a small part with red, ink
or paint, in perfect preservation. The
characters are such as you find upon
the coffins of mummies, hieroglyphics,
etc., with many characters or letteis
like the present (though probably not
quite so square) form of Hebrew with
out points.”

Before proceeding further, it will
doubtless be desirable to give a slight
sketch of the contents of those portions
of the Book of Abraham already
translated and published. It opens
with a short account of his early life
at the home of his father in Ur, of
Chaldea, of ihepersecutions he suffered
for righteousness sake from his idola-
trous kindred, and of the causes that
led him to leave Chaldea for Canaan.
It gives at greater length than does
the Bible, the covenants made with
him by the Almighty, aud affords
some exceedingly interesting details
with regard to the history of the Priest
hood in that early day. Further on
an account of Abraham’s visit to Egypt
is given, and the revelations of God
to him with regard to the order of the
planetary worldB, the condition of the
spirits of mankind in their pre-existant
state, and a history of the creation of
this earth, are laid before the reader
in plain and simple, but inspired and
soul-inspiring language. No short
synopsis can give any idea of the
beauty, grandeur, and value of the
truths made manifest by the Most
High to his friend and servant, Abra-
ham ; tTUths which the world, to-day,
in part ignores, and partly compre
hends. We suggest to our readers
the study of this important, though
brief fragment, feeling assured that
they will arise from its perusal with a
more exalted and more comprehen
sive realization of the power, the

* Millejcbial Star, Vol; XV, page 550.
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glory, and the love of God, than the
study of any uninspired treatise could
ever give, no matter how beautiful its
language, or how sublime its thoughts.

It is our intention, as we pass along,
to take up the various subjects treated
in the Book of Abraham, and demon-
strate the exact truthfulness of the
record by the writings of historians,
ancient and modern, by the discoveries
of archeologists, Egypdoiogists, astro-
nomers, and other scientists, and
prove, we believe, beyond the possi-
bility of successful contradiction, that
no element of fraud enters into its
composition.  So remarkable have
been the confirmatory evidences that
we have met in our investigations
into this subject, that we are of the
opinion that there is not a book in
existence whose genuineness can be
more easily proven than can that of
thia record of the Father of the faith-
ful.  Being thus fully assured, we
shall lay the forthcoming chapters
before our readers with the joyful
assurance that they will add to the
already incontrovertible testimonies
that Joseph Smith was a Prophet,
Seer, and Revelator, and servant of
the Most High God.

We make this last statement ad-
visedly, because it must be evident to
all who seriously consider the matter,
that if the Book of Abraham, as
given tous by Joseph Smith, be true,
it must have been translated by a
greater than human power. We well
know, that so far as the wisdom of
this world is concerned, Joseph Smith
was an unlearned man, unskilled in
the higher branches of science, with
little other knowledge than that which
heaven conferred ; but had he been a
scientist of the highest order, the pro-
duction of the Book of Abraham would
be but little less remarable, as many
of the truths taught therein (as we
shall presently see) are in advance of
the times, and were as unknown to
the sage as to the simpleton, in the
year that the papyrus was translated,
and indeed for many years afterwards.
Consequently, human learning and
human wisdom could not give them to
the world. By some other power,
which we claim was divine, they must
have been revealed and made manifest.

[to be continued.]
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