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THE LANDS OF THE
NEPHITES.

LAND OF ZARAHEMLA.

BY G. R.

(Coneluded.)

\ INONXN is mentioned kut once in the Book of Mormon. Its
411 loeation is then directly stated. It is spoken of as *‘theland
of Minon, above the land of Zarahemla, in the course of' the
land of Nephi”’ (12w /7. 24). Elder Orfon Dratt, in a note
to this chapter, places Minon at “‘about two days' journey
south of the eity Zarahemla.’”” This is the obvious conclusion
to be drawn from the details contained in the chapter; from
these details and the above quotation, we aiso judge it to have
been on the western banks of the Sidon. and in the direct
road between Nephi and Zarahemla. At this date (B. C. 9t)
it was inhabite.] by an agricultural population, who, at the
approach of the l.imanites fled before them into the capital
city.

As the course of the River Sidon was from south to north,
it is but reasynable to conelude that when the words ‘*above'’
and ‘“‘below’* are used, when reference is made to places on its
banks or in its neighborhood, that above means south and
below, north.  This is a very com:mon wode of' expression in
snch cases.

M kr.EK.—The boundaries of this land are very indistinetly
stated by the inspired writer of the Book of Alma, for it is in
that book alane that it is mentioned. However, twao things
are positively state] (chapter #/0.). nunzly, that it was west of
the River Sidon, and that it extended westward as fur as the
narrow strip of wilderness which ran north anl south between
the mountains and the 1'acific Ocean.  We imagine that its
castern borders touched the land of Zarahemla and from
thence it stretched out as far as the country provel habitable,
as it appears to have had a large population, judging from the
aceaunt civen of A\lma's ministrations (3. C. §2). That it
embia d a large district of’ country is proven by the fact that
when .\lma had finished his labors in the ecity of Melek, he
“traveled three days" journey an the north of the land of
Melek' before he eame to the city of Nmmonihalh (. M/wia i,
6).  In later years, when it was considered wnnsafe tor the
A mmonites to rerwain longer in Jershon they were removed to
Melek. the proximity of which to Zarahemla, as well as its
remoteness trom the lands of the Lamanites, 1endered it ad-
wirably adaj ted asa place of cafety for that perseented peaple.

Auvoxtitvit. When Alma had made the three days

journey spoken of above, he reached Ammonihah, the conntry

around which eity wa< called Ly the same name.  From the
text of the passaze some coanclude that Alma traveled north-
ward {rom Melek, bnt to ns it conveys the idea that the
prophet journoyed three days westward aiong the northern
bonndary of that land.  We are confirmed m this oninion Ly
the statement male in another place recarding Ammonihal’'s
proximity to that portion of the wilderness which van along
the sea hare In \Nlma (xvi. 24, 1t s statel;
*“The armies of’ the Lamanites had eome in upon the wilder-
ne-s side, into the Lorders of the land. even inta the city of
Ammen'hah.” W Nmmonihah hal been situated three days’
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journey north of Melek, we ~newest that it conll not have

been near that portion at’ the willerne<s which the Lamanites
s0 ca~ily reached withomt disenvery: for a mareh due north
would have taken them e'nse to, or actually throueh the lands

of Minon, Noah, Melek and Zarahemla, the most thickly
populated portions of the country, or to have avoided these,
they must have taken a circuitous route of immense leneth
and great dunger. Then when they attempted to retire, their
retrcat, owing to their great distance from Nephi, would have
most assuredly been cut off, as was the case with the Laman-
ite general Coriantuwr under these conditions.

Noai.—Of this land we simply know two things: Ifirst,
that it was west of the Sidon; second, that it was not far dis-
tant from Ammonihah and Melek.

StpoM is only mentioned in the 15¢th chapter of Alma.
When the perzecuted members of the true chureh were driven
out of Ammonihah by its vicious eitizens, they fled to Sidowm.
It is not supposable that these perseceuted people were in a
condition to travel far. They would necessarily gather to the
first available place of refuge. It is, therelore, reasonable to
conclude that Sidom was not far distant from Ammonihah.

AArRoN.—When Alma was first cast out of Ammonihah
he turned his face towards a city called Aaron (Ll #iii. 13).
Tt is natural to supposec that Aaron was< not far distant from
Ammonibah, at any rate, not on the other side of the conti-
nent.  Yet the only other time when a city called Aaron is
referred to, it is spoken of as adjoining the land of Moroni,
which was the froatier district in the extreme south-east of the
lands passessed by the Nephites.  Qur only way out of this
difhicuity is to suggest that there were two cities called Aaron;
not at all an unlikely thing, when we refleet how important 2
personage Aaron, the son of Mosiah, was ancong his people.
When chosen to be king he declined this great honor and the
republic was established. It requires no stretch of the
imagination to believe that a free and grateful people would
name more than one city in honor of this seil-denying prince.
When we consider how many places there are in these Unitel
States ealled Washington, J.incoln, cte., our only wonder is
that we o not find mmore than two cities called Auron,

This same dithculty exists with regard to NEpnniai, We
fancy there were also tivo eities of this name; one situated on
the southern frontier some distanee east of Mantt and the
Sidon (LU weee lei. 25), the other, on the Atlantic sea-board
north ol' Moroni (Lt/meu 1 14).  OF this latter ecity it is writ-
ten, that in the year 1. (. 72, the Nephites “hegan a
foundation for a city Dbetween the ecity of Moroni and
the eity of Aaron. joining the city of Aaron and Maroni; and
they called the name ol the city or the land, Nephihah.”
Thi« is the region again referred to in chapters 51, 59 and 62
of the Bonk of Alma.  ¥Klder Or:on I'ratt, in a font note to
chapter 56, draws attention to the fiet that the Nephihah
there mentioneil is not the one spoken of in the ather chap-
(o,

Tie ArraNtie Sea-noarn.—It appears, thongh it is not
altogethier certain, that the lands and cities of the Nephites
an the A tlantie sca-hoard were situated in the following order,
commencing ot the north: Malek, (Gid. Omner, Moreanton,
Lehi, Aavon. Nephihah and Movoni (Vmee 15 26).

Monaoxt was situated by the sea-share, on the borders of the
ereat wilderness, being the farthest [ron the city of Zra-
bewla of all the settlements of the Nephites in the sonth-cast,
Qr, to use the langaage of the inspired historian, *‘I¢ was hy
the cast scat and it was on the south by the line ot the pos-
sessions of the Lamanites’ (Wwa &15).  A\s the wilderness
ran in a straicht line from east to west, and the Sidon arose
near its vorthern border, on which border Moroni was also
sttnated, i the conynlsions of the time of (he erucilixion of
onr Lord did not <o alter the face of the eenntry as to change




JUVENILE INSTRUCTOR.

27

the locality where this river took its rise, then Moroni was in
the country now called Guiana, or in the extreme north of
Drazil. The city Moroni now lies covered by the waters of
the Atlantic (777 Nephid vird. 9). In Guiana theie is a river
still called Moroni, or, as it is generally printed on the maps,
Maroni or Marony. There is also a river Morona in
Ecuador.

LEent.—The land of Iechi on the Atlantic coast must not be
confounded with the whole of South America, also called the
land of Lehi by the Nephites. This lesser land of Lehi was
the district surrounding the city of Lehi, and immediately
adjoining the land of Moreanton, whose people indeed claimed,
though unjustly, a portion of its territory.

MirLEK was the most northern of the settlements of the
Nephites sonth of the land Bountiful, close to the borders of
which it wasLuilt. Itispositively stated to have been located on
the cast sca (.llma U. 26); west of it was a wilderness, or
uninhabited region (. 17me U, 22).

Bouv~Ttirvrn.—We believe that there is an idea held by some
that the city Bountiful was situated on the Pacific shore.
This opinion, we think is not warranted by the statement in
the Book of Mormon. Mulek, as we have already shown,
was on the Atlantie, or east sea; Bountiful was northward of
Mulek. When Teancum retreated befoie the hosts of the
Lamanites, who poured out of the city of Mulek to capture
his small force, ‘*he hegan to retreat down by ¢t/ sca shore

northcard”’ (Alna 170, 23).  This course broaght him to
Bountiful. I'rom the details contained in this chapter we are

forced to the conclusion that he and his soldiery reached that
city on the same day that they started from outside Mulek.
Now, without the configuration of the coast linc has becn
entirely and completely changed, no march of one day, or
indeed of any length of time along ‘‘the sca skore northward™
would bring a person to the Pacific Ocean. Our only conclu-
sion can be that Bountiful was situated on the sea-shore on the
castern side of the I:thmus, if on the Isthmus at all.  Other
passages than the one above quoted show that Mulek and
Bountiful lay in close proximity.

We faney the reason why some suppose that the city Boun-
tiful lay on the west coast, is because Hagoth built his ship
yards there.  DBut the record does not say he built them in or
near the city Bountiful. SVhat is stated is that Hagoth “‘went
{orth and built him an exceediug large ship, on the borders of
the land Bountitul, by the land Desolation. and launched it
forth into the west sea, by the narrow neck of land which led
nto the wilderness northward’’ (Al 107, 5). This narrow
neck of land was the dividing line hetween the land Desolation
to the north, and the land Bountiful to the south. We think
it is evident, from the above, that the city Bountiful and
Hagoth’s settlement lay at cntirely oppozite extremes of this
land, the first, in the south-cast near Mulek, the second, in
the north-west near Desolation.

Defore the land Dountiful was settled by the Nephites, it

was a wilderness ‘‘filled with all manner of wild animals o!’

every kind; a part of which had come from the land vorth-
ward for food"" (L/ueee weii. 31).  But the Nephites, to pre-
vent the Lamanites ereeping up through the wilderness along
the cousts, cast aud west, aud thus gaining a foothold 1o the
land northward, at as carly a Zate as possible *‘inhabitcd the
land Bountilul, even {rom the cast to the wet sea' (.12
neii, 33).

The city callesl Bount*ful is not mentioned until 1. C. 64
(M 27), though the land of that nawe is frequent!y referred
to at carlier dates.

Tue Sorrii- WesT BorbERr.— All we know of the cities and
lands in the south-west is contained in Helaman’s report to
Moroni of the military operations in that department (.l/me
lri -ledii). Tour cities are mentioned west of Manti: Judea,
Antiparah, Zsgezrom and Cumeni. Of these, Antiparah
appears to have been situated nearer the coast than Judea,
while there was yet another city still nearer the ocean, and
apparently to the north of Antinarah. Dut we can simply
guess at their relative positions, no positive information
being given us.

——Gi— D e ——————

A DIAI.OGUE.

Jolin Howard, and George Jorgan me:t on their
way to Nchnol.

BY M. J. T.

Jo11N.—Good morning, George. Where are you going ?

GEORGE.—To school, of course. Aren’t you?

J.- -No, indeed, I'm not! I'm going to have some fun.

G.—Yes, your father will give you fun, when he finds out
you have been playing truant.

JJ.—Oh, father is an old muff! He would keep a boy cooped
up in school from morning till night, all the week, and then
send him to Primaries and Sunday school, and never give him
any time to play. Dut I am gettingtired of thosestupid books;
I never could see any good in them any way. I'm going to
have some {un, and father will never be the wiser if people
will mind their own business.

G.—I thould think you would be ashamed to treat your
father in that way. It was only last week you were out all day,
and [ don't know how many half days you have been out.

J.—Well, you know that stupid teacher his a spite against
me, and always gives me hard lessons, or keeps e in after
school, or some such foolery; and 1'm not going to stand it
much longer. 1 wont go to such a school where the teachers
all show partiality.

(+.—You know very well, John, the teachers do not mean to
show partiality ; but when boys are all the while doing some-
thing to aggravate them, how can they help scolding?

J.—Oh, you're such a saint, the teackers vever find any
fault with you. They have not kept you in after hours once
this term. Dut Tom Jenks is monitor of our class, and he is
always telling some confounded yaru about me, or giving me
points of order, and it isn't fair. I'll serve him out some
day if he don’t mind his p’s and «'s.

G.—I1 te!l you what it is, John, you do not take an interest
in school, or you would'nt always be in such secrapes.
You know you did not have a single lesson yesterday that
did you any credit. You missed in your geography, and
did'nt say half your gramwar; and if you had not copied from
Jim Daniels’ slate you could not have spelled at all. [low
can the teachcrs help punishing you, it they undertake to
make you learn? And you know your parents pay them to
teach you, and hold them responsible for your progress.

.J.—I would have bad my lessons, for I studied hard enongh;
but 1 was out ihe afternoon before, and I did not know which
they were until it was too late to get them.

G —It you h1d eome to me in the cveniug [ would have
shown you the lessons.

JJ.—[ wonld have come, but I went down to Tom Rogers. to
have a smoke, and, as we were out of tobaceo, we had—to—go
out—ard—get—some. ®

—"T'0 he xpoken in o haltivg manner, which aronses George's suspicion
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