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JUVIENILE INSTRUCTOR.

SCIENCE AND LITERATURE
AMONG THE NEPIIITES.

BY G. R.

HIE Nephites were unusunally happy in having, as the

founders of their nation, men who were not only wise in
the ways of the Lord, bnt also learned in the knowledge of the
world.  Most races that have made a mark in history, have
had to grope their way for centnyries from darkness to light,
from ignorance to knowledge. Little by little such races have
advanced in the path of civilization, falling into manilold
crrors, and committing grievous blunders.  With Lehi and
hix posterity it was not so.  They were taken from the midst
of a people who were surrounded by the most powerfnl and
refined nations of antiquity, with whose wisdom and learning
Lehi was undonbtedly well aciuainted. We ean readily con-
ceive that the Lord, in planting this mighty and vigorous
offshoot of the honse of Joseph, vn the richest and most
favored land of all the world, would not only choose one of 11is
most faithful, but also one of Tlis most*intelligent servants, to
commence the work. Indeed, on the very first page of the
Book of Mormon, Nephi incidentally refers to the learning of
his father; which learning, we infer from wany passages in
the sacred record, was obtained by Lehi in Keypt, as well as
in Palestine, the associations between the inhabitants of these
two countries being, in his day, very close, and the inter-com-
munication very fiequent.

As the basis of their literatnre, Tehi and his colony earvied
with them a copy of the sacred sceriptures, which contained
not only an account of (fod's déalings with mankind, from the
ereation to the age of Jerciniah, hut alsothe only complete history
in existence of the people who livel bLefore the deluge,
The Egyptians, Chaldeans and other nations, had mangled,
mythic and juwbled-up accounts of man’s history, from the
creation to the food; bnt the Nephites possessed the details
of this eporh in much greater completeness than even
Christendom does to-day.  These seriptures—historieal and
doctrinal—being numerounsly reproduced and s catterd amongst
the people, forme:d the basis off Nephite literatnre, giving
thent the immense advantage over all other people. of possess-
ing the nmpollnted word of God in every age then passed,
snpplemnented by a correet and undisputed history of the
resnlts, to the world, of man's oliedience or disobedience to
these heavenly messages.  How mueh more complete these
seriptures were than the Bible of Christendom, is shown by
the numerons references to the lives, and guotations from the
teachings of  the ancient wirthies  Melchizedek,  Jacaly,
Jozeph and others—to the acts and infamies of” Cain, ete., not
found in the Bible, ax well ax by lengthy quotations from
ancient. prophets, whose names—Zenos, Zenack, Newm. Fzias
—are not even mentioned in its pages. How mneh modern
Christianity has lost by these omissions, may he partially
inferred from the heaaty and grandenr of the extracts given
in the Book of Mormon, {yom the writings aml prophecies ol
Zenos alone. Take, as a sinele instanee, his inspire | parable
of the wild and tame olive trees, given in the Book of Jacol:
no more intport: nt, no more snblime propheey can he finnld
in the whole contents of the haly seviptires,

The conneetion of Ll with Feypt, which language he
appears to have adopted, donbtless gave T an experimental
knowledee of the condition of the whole ¢ivilized worlid in his
day, when the glovies of Chaldea hiad departed, aml those of’

Assyria and Egypt were passing away; when Babylon was at.
the zenith of its power, but when the growing strength of
Persia and Greece was as yet scarcely felt.  To this practieal
infurmation, he, like Moses, added an acquaintance with the
learning of the Egyptians, a people wise above all other
uninspired races in the numerons branches of science and art,
in which they excelled.  With this knowledge, cowbined with
the information of immeasurable value contained on the sacred
plates, the fonndation was laid for a stable civilization; guidedd
by past revelation and present inspiration, to which was super-
added the experiences of other nations, as beacon-lights to

rarn the Nephites of the dangers to which all communities
are subject, and to gnide them to havens of governmental and
political safety.

The Nephites, then, at the outset of their carcer, had at
least all the important historical and geographical knowledy:
possessed by the most favored nations ot the eastern’ hemis-
phere. with as much more as it pleased lleaven to reveal.
Tlhey had one advantage over the peoples they had left—they
were well acquainted with them and their condition, ete., but
of the Nephites, the dwellers in the old world knew nothing.
With regard to the knowledge received through revelation, it
is evident, from several incidental expressions scattered
through the record, that the Lord (Jid give to His faithfil
servants information with regard to historical and geographical
matters,  We will cite one instance: Jacob, the brother of
Nephi, in one of his impressive exhortations, while encourag-
ing his brethren (often somewhat. downeast on account of their
lonely condition, so far from the rest of mankind), remarks:
*“We have been led to a hetter land, for the Tord has malde
the sea owr path, and we are upon an isle of the sea. But
great are the promises of the Lord untv they who are upon
the igles of the zea; therefore as it says isles, there must neads
be wore than this, and they are inhabited also by our
brethren.”’

How conld Jacol have known, except by revelatiom, that
the vast continent which the Nephites inhabited, was entirely
smrrounded by the waters of the great oceans?  Ile and his
companions hail, but a few short years hefore, first landed on
its shores, and had now explored but a very small portion of
its vast extent, and there were no others in communieation
with them who could snpply the information that Norvth amld
Nouth Awmerica were one immense island,  Evidently the Lowd
had revealed this fact to them. .\nd, by the way, this simple
statement is a strong testimony of the divine anthenticity of
the Book of Mormon, At the time that this portion of the
sacred plates was translated (. DL IS27-X), or even when the
whole hook wax published and the (‘hareh of Jesus Christ was
oraanized (. DL IS 20),0t was not known to modern seience
that the \merican continent was indeed an island.  Joseph
Smith could not have received koowledee o’ this fact, so
unhesitatingly affirmed; (rom any learned geographer or prac-
tieal navi The hope of centuries, in Europe, b d heen
to discover a north-west passage to hudia, but to that date all
attempts had met with disastrons failure, so far as the chief
object was coneerned,  Little or nothing was then known ol
the North Nmerican coast, west of THadsan's Bay, Tt was not
nntil after repeated expeditions, that in May, 1847, the teath off
the statement of dacol could he alirmed. fromactual knowledee
ol the geographical features of the conntry, as at that date,
the explorations and snrveys by land amd sea, from east and
wes t, were hrought snlliciently near to leave the matter with-

cator.

*—RBouk of Mormon, new edition, page 85,
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out a doubt. It was not until 1554 % that the first and only
ship's crew (that of Captain MeChre), which ever sailed
across the Arctic Ocean from the Pucific to the Atlantic, along
the mthern coast of Nwcrica, veturned from their perilons
vovage.  We thus find that human gceographical knowledge
could not have aided the prophet Joseph Swmith, in making
thix statement, had it originated with him and not with the
son of" Lehi.

While auctent Greek and other philosophers were graping
among the fullacies of the albsurd system of astronomy, given
to the world by Ptolemy, and teaching that the sun with all
the stars revolved arcund the carth, the Nephites were in
possessivn of the true knowledece with regard to the heavenly
bLudies, ete.  Possibly they were the only people of their age
blessed with a comprehension of these sublime truths, It is
altoecther probable, thar among their seripiures were copies
o the Book of Abraham, from which they could acquaint
themselves with the beanties of celestial
mechanism.  They undonbtedly had the writings of Joseph
(the ~on of Jacob) as these are gnoted in the Book of Mor-
won; and, as the prophet Joseph Smith found the writings
ol Abrabam and Joseph together in the Kgyptian mummics,
it i~ far from bmprobable that the Nephites, as well as the
carly Feyptians, posscssed both,  To show the astronmnical
Kknowledee possessed by the Nephites, we will (raw attention
to the words of two of their prophets. The first is from the
reply of Ahna, the younger, to KNorihor, the Anti-Christ
B3 L 75 0 when the latter asked for a sign to prove the
existenee of a God. s words are 7 "Thon hiast had signs
cnotzhs will ve tempt your God?  Will ye say, Show nnto me
a ~ivn, when ye have the testimony of all these thy hrethren,
and also all the holy propliets?

and  harmonies

The zeriptures arce laid Lefore
thee, vea, ad all thines denote there is a God; yen, even the
carth, wnl all thines that are upon the tace of ity yea, mnd its
motion: v, and also all the planets which move in thei
reaitlar Forme, doth witness that there is a Supreme (reator.”
The next quotation is lvom the veflections ol one of the ser-
Giad probably Mormony inserted in the Nephite
hi~tooy about seventy years later. The writer is speaking of
the wreatiness el zoodness of God, and among other thinges
declares: 7 Yeas by the power of his voice doth the whole
carth ~lake: yer by the power of his voiee dath the fonnda-
tions rock, oven to the very center; yvea, amd i he say unto
the earth, move, it is moveds yea, iF e sy unto the carth,
thon Jode eo baek  that it lerethen oot the day for many
bones it is dowe: and thus accordine 1o Lis word, the carth
cocth back, and it appeareth unto man that the sun standeth
<Ml yea, and belil L othis is so; for sure it i~ the carth that
movetl and net the s 20 Tlins we il that in these
points. the asteapomical knowledee of the Nephites was, at

vants of

least, canal to that of the maderns.
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Flv eow gtsy alosizes to seem _L'wn] rather than to be <o,
The
worldlings purchase regocation by the sale ol desert: wise
mien boy desert with the liazard of reputation. We shonld
do mch to hear well, imore to deserve well, and rather lose
upinion than merit,

Honesty desires to be wowd rather than to scem so.

< on Octaber Zabi, 15T e pass ce wais dhise vere 1oand e 1830, Cajdain
M ot dure, of the Jare togctwr oo cive Bl gald e Lal tor the discovery, frvm
the Koyal Geceraplocal ey,

t—Laok of Mortann, new « Ligon, pooe 020

\ The vontext should e read
{Lr 7,
L.
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MY NINTH SERMON.

BY 1. G. B.

1OON after my sccond effort to preach the gospel, lilder
Shelton sent me away sixty wiles to Botetourt Co., Va.,
to respond to a call from John's Creek to preach and open a
new field of labor. Why he sent e away alone, I never
knew. But «o it was, and I assure iy readers it took all the
faith in God that I could gather to wy assistanec, to enable me
to take my valise and start afoot and alone, ‘‘without purse
or serip.’”’

This trip was a severe test of my faith, and without help
from above I could not have undertaken such a task. My
first day’s travel ended by wy staying over night with a kind-
hearted infidel, after I had asked at five different places for
lodging, and as often heen refused.

The infidel thought it very singular that the parson, the
deacon, the cluss leader, and two prominent members of the
church should have turned we away, while he, a sinner, had
taken me in. I also shared in bis surprise.  And I might as
well state in tlis connection that in my twenty years' experience
as a wissionary sinee, I have ever found it so. The priests
are our woxt bitter cucmies, and next to them, their most
religious members.  And the fuvors extended to us have come
from those that the priests call sinners.  No wonder the
Navior kept company with publicans and sinners.  The
religions portion of the people shuuned and rejected Iim,

I reached wy field of® labor the second day, and cowwmenced
the work earnestly. 1 soon had all [ could do, and was pleased
to (iud that the Lord raised up friends to me, and was much
encouraged to know that I was uble, through the Spirit of
Giod, to do some gaod.

I soon had the privileze of baptizing two persons. One
was a school teacher; the other had a college education, and
was intended for a minister in the Methodist church.

1 sent an appointment into Monroe Co., Va., some twenty
miles away from John's Creek. 1t was to be at the Mcthodist
chapel, and as 1 was on my way to fill the appointment L
beard the news ot Joseph and yrwn Smith's martyrdom at
(Carthage jail. 1 had heard many reports about Joseph that
I never believed, bt this report brought with it a conviction
of its truth. .\nd it would be in vain fur me to describe the
cloow and ~adness that rested upon we. 1 have always since
remembered it as one of the darkest, saddest hoars ol my life.

The time of ny appointment had arrived—11 o'clock, a. .,
on the 3rd Snnday m Jualy, 1841, The large chapel was full
and not halt ot the people were able to get inside of thie house.
But [ wasto be disappointed.  Twa or three Methodist priests
were present, through whose influence the ten or a dozen
hireling  preachers that were there ocenpied the time in
abusing the **Mormons,"" and rejoicing in the murder ol the
prophet and patriarch,

Jut the congregation was not to be disappointed. .\ Mr.
Jama, with a dozen other men to help him, arranged scats
with slabs rom a saw will near by, in a shade within sight of
the mecting honse, and notitied the people that the * Mormon'’
preacher would hold forth in the shade there. The result
wax that the people all Teft the chapel and repaired to the
shale, and all the priests followed, and while 1 talked to the
axscmblage, eleven ol these priests sat on onc ol the nearest
seats in front of e,

The Lord on this oceasinn blessed me with Tlis Spirit in
proportion to what 1 had to meet. 1 was able to bear a
powerlul testimony to the Divine valling of Joseph Smith as
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