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l AGHI C ULTUHE A -:\ I O � G  

� EPHIT E S .  

BY n. R. 

T H E  

rJ'IIIE Londu_n P1111 (·l, OllL'C a,ke.J Dungla, .T errol�l to write 
l �ow e a.Jnce to pcrso11s aLont to rn:nry; tu wlm·h reque�t 

he co mplied iu t he 8i11gle wunl , "Don ' t ; "  which lJY the  wa,­
in 11inty-nine cases out of en·ry hunt.lreLl , i� t l;e ·Yery wo1'.,; 
:\Lh·ice he conl,l h:ffe gi,·cn. 1\' ere I a�ketl to ,n-ite a t reati�e 
011 agricult tire among the ancient Lamanites, our c,:-ay "·on],] 
Le about a� short.; I �honl,l s in J J •l�· S:\Y, "the Larnanitcs were 
nut an agric11 l tmal people. ' '  1Vith t he XL'J >h ite�, on the 
euntmry, it was ent i rl'ly diffrrent. 1\' i th thew a i.n·ieulture 
formed the La,is of their JH'O$peritr, and wa, t i ;� l ead ing 
illllu;:try through all t heir h i�tory. 

Xo s"oner had Lehi an,l h i ;:  l it tle colony nrriYl'•I ull the 
1 1rn1u i�e,l land, tha ll they cumwem:e,.I the �ul t irnti"n of the 
�oil, 1 11:rnt ing therein t he ;:eecl,; thcr had l ,r1 1u.d1t ,,i t l i  t hem 
frurn the laud uf '.Judca, wl1 ich to their gre�1t joy �-icklc,l 
ahumlantly. The grains and f ruits uf the .\.,-,iatie contincut 
1�ere fonnJ to tlouri"h a� luxuriantly in the ,oil of .\.1 JJc riL·a, a� 
i n  t heir natiYe lnnd. Thi� not onh· held i::·o.-,Ll in  th l' lnnd of 
the � ephit es' fir,;t inheritance, lm; abo i1� the lantl� of their 
later po�,cssion-:'-le1 ,hi , Zarnhcmla, etc. , as a l l  through the 
Book of )lormon we ban OCL'asi1Jual reference,,: I inciJental to  
t he story of the ir  h i,tory) to the :,,lH•f•e�s that attended tLeir 
fanning 01,erntion�. Xor mu,,t it be irna!.!;inetl that their 
J.,u�iness was canied 011 in t l 1e priwitiYe wan�ier that l'haral'­
terizes the labors nf Lawan· , degenerate Jc:ccemlants to-da,· . 
.r\.griculturnl wnchi1 1ery, allll "all manner uf to1 1 l"' or eve;.y 
k iml , to t i ll the gro 1rnd, ' •  are mcntiunccl l,y mort· tl1an u1;c 
writer. 

Of cereal�, corn, 1d1ent antl l,arley ap] 'ear to han- Leen, as 
in the lanJ uf their forefather"', t he ,;taple l'l"U))>'. ]f we mi,;­
takc not ,  oats are 1 ,e,·cr mcnt ionc,l in the BiL!e, uor i� rye 
:-pokcn uf rnorc tl ia1 1 Onl'e ur twice. In the Book uf ::'•Inrmon, 
we ha,·c n,) recollect ion of t be mention of cit her of t hcse 
grniu�. On the other hauLl they appear tu l ian cult irntc\l 
grain!' with which we arc unac·, p 1ainted ,  know

·
n to them Ly the 

11ames 1Jf neas anJ :-heum. Ha,.l there Leen an1· E110- l i,;h 
equi,alent� to  t l ie>C ,nircb,  we sl1 011ld donl,tle�s ·ha1·c "had 
them as in  the other ca,e,;, in�tead u f' the original Xephite 
I J [IIJleS. 

.\.11 k i n, ],; of f ru i t  1luuri,;h,•tl under their careful culti,~at ion. 
�pecial reference i s  �eYeral t imes rn ,ule to Yiue,rards and grn 1 ,e 
culture, as well a� tu the ma11ufacturc uf wine. Like the 
mo,lcrns, thL-�' 1 1 11rlcr�tuor] the :-c, ·rct of f urti(Yi1 1g 1 >!' st.rl'ngth­
cuing it ll'ith li ,t110r ur nlcuhul, nf which k

1
1uwledge t l 1 t·y touk 

aLlvautage when pay ing trilrntc tu the Lam a11 i te", i11 ea:-es 
,rhen t hL·Y intcllllc<l tu ef<·ape fruIU t l 1cir ta,-kllla"ters wl11le 
tl1e latter were under the iutluence of th is intoxi(•at iug tlri1 1k. 

It i:s cl' i , J c.nt f'ro1n the �acrctl J·eeonl , tl iat the Xe phites 
l',urietl un their fanuiug \'Cry 1nm:h in the ,awe n1:1n 1 1 L'r, and 
for Ycry mnc-h the :-alllC n•:1sun:-, as the (•arl.1· .-d r ier, in  l ' tah. 
1\'hcu a new culuuy wa;; plantcJ, a town or Yillaµ-c was lmi l t  in 
a snital ,lc 1 . .  1:nt i 1 1n, �orncwliat after tl1c :-tyle . ,f 1111r t•arl.r fi,rt�. 
'l'hi� city or ,ctt k-11.• L ' J l t wa, ;:enl'rall.,· 1 1an,cd a l i L•r the l i , 1 1 1 1 . Jcr 
ur the le:1 , ler of the t:ulun.r. 'l'l1l' forn,ing la nd e1 , 1 1 t igno11s 
1rns ealleil by tl1e :-a111t.: 11a 1 1 1 t

·
. The law! was t i lll'd iu c·1·l'ry 

conrenic
1
1t plaee r .. 1 1wl the ,·ity, a1 JT] when the La 1J 1 :1nit l's 

ap 1 ,carcd, or ut lier dang,,r t l in·at
,
· 1 1

1
•d ,  t l i l' people retreated 

intu their place of rcl '1 1gl', in th1, l't • J Jtl 'r ol ' t lu , ir la 1 1 , l.-. A:- an 

lantl of Hclam. 1Yhen the army of the Lamanite,- wa,.le their 
11 1rn·elcome ap1 ,earnncc, the pe�ple were rnMtly engaged in 
t i l l ing the soil. • .\t the coming of t l 1 e  tl reacled foe, they 
gathered "· ith a l l  haste  into tl1e city, t o  await. dHelopments 
and to receiYe the cuun,el their wicc, brave and good lcatlcr 
should gi,e t-hem. Dy his ach·ite, t he men mmt out of the 
c· ity in ::i holl.,·, aml 111ade a treaty wit ] !  t he Lamanitc;;:, wh ith 
t he latter, ::i, soon a, their J > lll'pu�e� were accumpli,hcJ, failetl 
to keep. 

I t  is probable that  in uw1 i:1· part, of the continent, some 
sy,;te 111 of inigat iun ,rns aJoptNl t iJ raise the Cl'VJ1'. But  th is 
wa,- not nece,-�arr in all portion,; of t he � ephite po�ses,;ion><; 
\Ye arc incli nctl : o  think it wa:- nut so in the cnlt i ,·ateLI portions 
uf the Yalley , ,f the :3 i ,.l ou. Certa in it is that when the 
righ teo11:- Xq1b i (the father of one uJ' the T,rch-e Apostles 
cbo�cn by ,Je:-ns from arnong,t the Israel of th is we�tern 
contineu t ) ,  ealled 11pun the Lorrl , at hi� requc,t a famine 
de,ulated the la 1 1 , l .  The ,:1l'l'c• l  'b i,turian reeurd�: ' ·Fur the 
eart h 1ra:3. srnit tl'11 that i t  wa, dr.Y. ::in,l tl iLl not yiel,J furtb 
!tra in in the ,;en,;un uf ,u:rain. " llut when the J>cople had 
re1,eutcJ am] X e[ 'hi  had ] 'k•aJeLI in their be hall', i t  i� ":ritten, 
" .. \ntl i t  !'awe to  ] 'a:-s in the ,en11ty-�ixth year 1 B. t' . ] i i / , the 
Loni i l id t 1 1rn away hi,  anger f ruw the people, auJ eau,etl 
that rain ,h1 1ultl fall upon the earth, iu�omrn.:h that it tlitl 
bring forth  her fruit in the �ea,un uf her f ruit. ..\111] i t  rame 
to ] 'a,,; that it tl id bring forth her gra i 1 1 ,  in the ,;t•asun ul ' her 
/!'l':l in . " 1\"c j11dµ-e from th i,, that in those day:- t he Nephitc 
agric-ult nri,t depelllled on the direl't rains from hean;n; for i t  
a J >pears that  i n  t l 1c  ,ame year thnt they fell, the grain harYe,t 
wa� reaped, and the fru it harrn�t. gathcre,l. Hut it i:- 1 1 1 1safe 
to furm positi,-e theoril's on these point,;, unt i l  we fully nnder-
8taIHI tbc great changes that touk plac-e un t l ie  faee of the 
land, witL tonsequent altcmt i 1 1n,; uf L"li 11 1 ate, etc. , at the t ime 
of the great c:onn1bio11s that atte1 1Jed the cruL"ifixion uf u lll' 
Lord anti :3:wiur. 

Except in t he ,lays of their excc�,;iYc ].>ride allll ungodly 
anugam·e, the calling of the agrie11l tnri,t among the 
X e1,hite,, "·as a uw,t hunural.1le unc, a, in t ru th  it  ,;]10ulcl 1,P 
among all people. King ;\Iu,iah, the l 1ek,1·ed, remind, tlH' 
1 ,euplc t hat, to preYent their taxe:- Leing gricYon,, he him,elf 
'\lid til l the earth"  fur l 1 i "'  snp] 'ort , nml tu nl[l intnin the 
expen,cs uf the 1 1 1uu:1rchy. \\'it.h th i,.; royal example, i t  is no 
wunder that thl' forn1cr and the hnrt ic-ulturi�t were c,tee11

1
etl. 

nmong"t the greatc:;t of nat ure's 11ol.dt 0111 e11 . 
The X ephite, \\'ere also ,nc,

·
es"fol �tLwk-raiser,; thc•ir flol'k>' 

am] hNcls formed 110 ineL>ll;:i(lernble portio11 of thL·ir ,n·a l th .  
The abnn,lanec t,f t heir l iurued Hul'k , ,ltecp, guat,, "·ild go:i t�, 
hor:;e!', "fatling:- ," l'lc. , arL' fre,inently rcil'ITcd to. To th i� 
il llln,try the Ln 111an ite,, w hu ,rere great meat-eat

c
r,. abu g:1,·e 

con,idernble att l 'nt ion. I t  was a l iusiue,,; t l 1at �ni tl'd their 
�e1 1 1 i-ei,·il ization. It di , l  not t it· t hc111 ,luw 11 �o c-0111] ,letely t 1 1  
one "J >ut, a s  cl ill agriculture  and 1 1 1 an1 1l:wtmc,. Bu t  it ·i, a 
nutal ,lc fac-t , that wl 1e t 1 L'H'l' a l l)' lmd il', uf La11 1 :rn ite,: pa,,e,l 
on·r tu t l 1 l" :'.\'l'phi tL·,, they 1 1 1 1 1  only adoJHl'd the lat ter',: 
reli_!!it>JJ a 1 1 il 

f
o i t l , ,  hut al:-o thl'ir mud,· 1 1 1 '  l iY in,e:, a 1 11l licc-a 11 1c 

�k illed in the pm,nit� of' i1 1d u,-t ry. .\s :rn L'X:u 1 1 plt-, 1n· !'l'ad ,  
in  the da)·s o f  t h e  . Jrn lgl',, t •f' 1 1iany o f  thc:-c pcopk joining 
the pc,q ,le of' .\1 1 1m"n (the i r  for 1 1 1 , · r  l 1rcthn•n l ,  wl1l'll t l 1 !'_1· 
"did Ll'gin ( 1 1  lalJor t'Xl'l'!'<l i ngly, till ing t J , . .  gr

u
1 1 1 1d ,  ra i, i 1 1!-' all 

u1a 1 1 1 Jl 'r of _!!ra in ,  and 11 ,wk, and herd, ,,f t' l'L'J'
,I' k i l l l l . " [ Bo11k 

uf ;\ J . ,rn1 1
,
n, n,•11· L'd it i 1 1 1 1 ,  ] ', 4:!4 ) .  
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