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SPONGES.

S bhefore noticed in our columns, the sponge belongs to the

animal kingdoni. For a long time the nature of this
creature was problematical, but now zoologists have thoroughly
examined the animal and determined its true position ameng
organized beings. The sponge strueture consists of two dis-
tinct parts: the tough mass, which is the skeleton of the
animal, and the soft, semi-transparent, milky mass, whieh can
be pressed out of the living sponge by stamping upon it with
the foot, or by pressing under any hard substance. This is
the way in which the sponge is prepared for market when it
is obtained by the sponge fishers. It is then washed and
dried for market. It is, when first found, a very different
thing to the sponge which we are used te procuring for toilet
or other use. To prepare it properly it has to he freed from
sand, slime and other impuritics.

By noticing the strncture of the piece of sponge here rep-
resented it can be seen how the water currents pass out of
the larger pores of' the animal.  The interior cavities keep up
a circulation by ciliary action, that is, hair-like filuments are
kept in constant motion by the aniwal, by which the water is
drawn in through the smaller pores and pushed along in a
current.

In reality, the
sponge is cemposed
of a ultitude of
small animals, which
are all laboring for °
the bencfit of the
entire  comunnunity;
and vet cach tiny
aniwal has its own =
individuality, the
whole of them being
licld together by the
living soft mass of
matter, somewhat
like the white of an
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A PIECE o' SIPONGE, SHOWING TIIE
OUTGOING WATER CURRENTS.

in consistency.
vlject in keep-
ing up a continnons current of water is to obtain foud.
Minute spores and fragments of matter fit for sustaining lite
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are absorbed into the spongy mass, to build uj its tissues, the
same as with other and higher Deings in the scale of animal
existenee.

Profesdor Huxley compares the spange to “‘a sub-aqueous
city, where the people are arranged abont the strects and
roads osneh o manner that cach can appropriate his food
from the water as it passes along,”’

[ we ook at the picture we shall sce how the waters empty
themselves again into the sea, into which they carey olf
impurities and waste materials ol no use to the sponge anhoal
for food.

There are many numes given o sponges o desigiate the
different varicties, '
ordinaeily eap-shaped, sueh as the “Neptune's eng,”’ shown

Some are called Peups”” These are

in our last pumber. Then there are “toflets" of all sorts undd
sizes, amd Cloney-combs,"” which ave used for haths,
we have Searriage sponges” and Shrown turkey.” These twa
kinds are of courser consistenee, varying greatly in size, tongh-
"Then there are the common or *hoat
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ness amd appearance.
sponges,”’ from the West Tndies, of white or yellow tissues,

keown as “sheep-wool,” “velvet sponge," a rort with brown

tissue, coarse ‘‘hardhead,” ‘‘grass sponge,” ‘‘glove sponge’’

and ‘‘reef sponge.”” These two last are regarded as the best
sorts; but the finer kinds of “‘turkey sponges’’ are considered
the best in the market.
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THE LAWS OF THE NEPHITES.

BY G. R.

’\‘ E next enter into the consideration of the law as it

' existed under the judges, gathering our information

from various passages in which it is directly referred to, or

wherein some historical incident is narrated which throws light
on its powers and manner of execution.

NEPHITE LAW IN THE DAYS OF TIE JUDGES.

From the death of Iing Mosiah IL. (B. C. 91), the govern-
mental authority was vested in a chief judge and other subor-
dinate judges and officers, all of whom were elected by ‘‘the
voice of the people,”’ to judge according to the laws which had i
been given to, and accepted by, the people. Their authority
was dcfined by the law (the code of Mosiah), but within the
bounds therein prescribed, they appear to have held unre-
stricted powers. (This was especially so in the case of the
chief jndge.) No civil eouneil or parliaments divided with the
chief executive the authority to make war or conclnde peace,
to decide the terms of trcaties or frame enaetments for the
regulation of public affairs.  No direct statement is made of
the length of the term that a judge remained in office, but
from the historical narrative we gather the idea that they
were clected for life, or during good conduet. \We have
instanees of judges resigning, but none of their removal by the
people because their term of office had expired. Iach city or
“land’’ appears to have had its chief judze or ruler as well as
its inferior magistrates, all of whom were responsible to the
chief judge of the whole nation, whose seat of government
was located in the Nephite eapital, Zarahemla, when the city
was not in the hands of Lamanite traitors.

The manner of conducting elections is not clearly defined.
The result is always spoken ol as ‘‘the voice of the people.”
The mode of procedure was uniform, that is, it was the same
“thronghout the land™ (p.232). In the clection of the first
chief judze (Alma the younger), the people ‘‘assembled
themselves in hodies throughout all the land to cast in their
voices” (p. 252), which conveys the impression that they
declared their choice vira roce, or by acelmmation, rather than by
lot or ballot. 1t is quite possible that the methods were entirely
diszimilar to any koown at modern elections; this, however,
is but conjecture.

When the sentiments of the people were greatly divided
and party feeling ran very high, the opposing factions assembled
in s¢parate bodies thronghout the land to cast in their voices,
as iu the attempt (o make Amlici king (p. 237).  The deisions
of the people in these assemblics or niass meetings ‘were laid
before the judees” (p. 267), who prolaimed the result. Tn cases
where the petition wax made for any particular objeet, or for
a change in the ko, the judee directed that a special election
(i we may so term 1t) be held, and the results were proelaimed

according to the voice of” the people, as a whole, or if they
were divided, according to the voice of” the najority.

I'nder the eade of Mosizh, the judges reeeived wages
“aceording to the time which they labored to judge those who
were brought heforo them to be judged™ (p. 261), and their
wages were n senine of gold, or its equivalent, a senine of é
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silver, for each day that they were thus employed (p. 265).
As the Nephites had changed the names and values of their
coins {rom the old Ilebrew standards, we have na direct way
of judging from the record how liberally these officers were
remunerated. Ilawyers, also, were ‘“‘hired and appointed by
the people to administer the law at the time of their trials;"’
it is presumable theése acted in bebalt of the republie
in the capacity that a prosecuting attorney of the [Tuited
States does, If trial by jury wa-~ in vogue among the Nephites,
we have not been able to find any reference to that niethid;
indeed the evidence is altogether 1u favor of the idea that the
indge decided on the gnilt or innoesnce of th: acensed. and. if
adjudged wuilty, passed senteunce on the enlprit.  The corrnp-
tions ot these lawyers and ju lges, early becam», in some por-
tions of the land, the foundation of the destruction of the
govermment (p. 264).

When the chief judge was elected. he took an oath of office,
and it is presumable that the lesser officers did the same.
The pnature of that oath can be easily understood by referring
to the case of Pahoran (p. 386). ‘‘He was appoiuted chief
judge and governar over the people, with an outh aud sucred
ordinance to judge righteou-ly, and t keep the peace, and
the freedom of the people, and grant unto thew their <acrald
privileges 10 worship the Towed their tod; yea, to support
and maintain the canse of God in all his days, and to brinz
the wicked to justice, according to their erime.™

The punishment of corruption, or malfeasanece in office was
especially provided for,  King Mosiah explain- the provisions
of the law on this subject in the following language (p. 231):
“Aund now ifge have jndges, and they donat judge yon accord-
ing to the law which has been ¢iven, ye can canse that they
way be judeed of a higher judge: if vour higher judges do
not judge righteons juldecwents, ye shall cause that a small
nuwher of vour tower judges should he gathered togerher, and
they shall jndge your hicher jndges according to the voice of
the people.” These salrguards hecamme strong bulwavks for
the protection of the rights of the in tividual anl the presevva-
tion of the liberty of the whole people.

When Ahna, the first chiefjudee, re~igned that office, s»
that he might devote all his time and energies to the work of
saving the souls of men, he nominated or sugeested his sue-
cessor; but whether this was siwply a courtesy extended
to him by the people, on acconnt of their great Yove for his
person and respect for his judgwment, or whether it was a
provi-ion of the law, ix not plain. The pascage states that
Alma chose Nephihah as his sucees<or, and gave him power,
aceording to the voice of the people. to enaet laws, accord-
ing 1o the laws which had heen given, aod to put them in
force arcording to the wickedness and erimes of the people
(p. 244).

The rights of the people were:®

PERIONAL LIBERTY:

It was contrary to the law of Mosiah “‘that there should be

any slaves among” the Nephites (p, 315).
EQUALITY BEFORE THE LAW:

No priveleged classes.  Fvery mau to *‘enjoy his rights and
priveieges alike.”’

TNIFORMITY OF TANATION:

The burden of supporting the government fell on all the
citizens, *‘that every mwan micht hear his part’’ (p. 252).

THE ELECTIVE FRANCHISE:

Whether the suffrage was confined to nien, or universal, or

limited by any particular restrictions does not plainly appear.

#¥—The peaple had doubtless nther rights whicli we have failed o notice,
that are nol mentioned by the writers in the Book of Marmon,

THE RIGHT OF PETITION:

As examples of the exercise of this right we introduce
the follotving: At the time when Pahoran was chief judge a
part of the peaople desired ‘‘that a few particular points of
the law should be altered’ (p. 387). The chief judge refused
to alter the law, whereupon a portion of the people petitioned
him, ard he directed that an election be held, or rather that
the voice of the whole nation he appealed to. This being
done, the result proved that the majority of the people
objected to a change. Again, Moroul, the commander-in-chief
of the Nephite armies, seut a petition to the chief judge for
power to compel certain dissenters to help defend their country
against nafional enemies, or to put them to death. His
reruest being aceording to the voice of the people, the desired
power was given to him. llere we have instances of the
right of petition exercised, in one ease by a large body of the
peaple, aud in the other by a single though important indi-
vidnal. DBoth were extraordinary circumstances, and in the
latter case it appears to have required the all-powerful vox
populi to give validity to-the action of the execntive.

Tov lbe Centinued.
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(Continued.)

\[ G3SRS. Booth and Collis were partners in the indigo
DL husiness, havineg two plantations across the River Ganges,
named respectively Woorsun and Thurroa. Mr. Collis resided
with his fawmily at the former, and Mr. Booth at the latter.
Their bungalow in Allahubad, known hy the name of Sallooree,
was =ituated on an emiverce, beyond which was an extensive,
low =and plain, that came to an acente point where the waters
of the rivers Ganges and Jumna mingle together.

In addition to these two sacred rivers the more knowing
among the lindoos, elaim that an invisible river flows from
heaven and mingles with the others at this point, which can
only be seen hy the very faithful. Duaring the months of
Javuary and February of each year, Hindoos gather from all
parts of India, for the purpose of attending to certain ablutions
for their own sins, as well as for the benefit of their dead
relatives.

Ouar sojourn in Alluhabad happened to bein February, when
the festival was at its highest point of excitement. ' The
plain nearest the confluence of the rivers was packed with
pilgrims (a great many of whom assumed the role of
begears), and dotted with booths and tents, which were prin-
cipally occupied by barbers and fakirs The former attended
to the hair eutting and shaving, while the latter said prayers
for those ol the pilgrims: whe had no faith in their own
petitions.  The labor perforwed, in shaving and praying, had
invariably to be paid for in advance. On the arrival of pil-
grims, they generally looked dirty and jaded, and asif neither
seixsors nor razor had been used nvon their heads and faces for
years. From forty to fifty thb\l;:lr;{l attended this festival daily.

.\ port of this festival consisted in being shaved and having
the hair consigned to the sacred waters referred to, and the
pilgrims woull emerge from the barber's looths with their
newly shaven heads resembling a peeled onion.

The fakirs were a most miserable looking sct of beings.
They were religious devotees, who spent their lives in tortnring






