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drink with their dark, coarse bread. The food is not very
godad, nor given in very great quantities; several loaves of
brown bread are given per week, and when they do not eat it
all, they bring it out and sell it to some of the poor, hungry,
creatures who hang around the streets.

Altogether, the life of a soldier for the Emperer William
is not one that would suit our mountain boys of Utah, and I
often think the abuse which some of the soldiers here get
would be too much for our free and active youths. Some of
the young men here rejoice in having their names placed on
the list as soldiers, and for several days after being enrolled,
they show their merriment by decorating themselves with
flowers and ribbons, and by dricking uwutil they are nearly
crazy, and they then parade the strects shouting and yelling
like mad-men. Their merriment, however, is all changed
into soberness, when they start to undergo the severe course
of trainiog through which they have to pass to become the

protectors of fatherland.

In giving these few itcms of a soldier’s life, 1 have diverged
somewhat from the cour:c I was pursuing of naming the
holidays, vet I will not stop to speak of Itaster, Pentecost,
Ascension of Christ and other days, all of which are generally
observed as holidays, but Fronleichnam’s or Sacraments day
is worthy of mention, as it is one of the most celebrated of all
Catholic church-days.

Tt occurred this year in the month of May. It was first
cestablished by Pope Urban IV. in consequence of a vision he
had in a secluded nuonery. It was not, however, accepted
generally, until 1316, while John NXXI1. was Pope.

‘It is"’ says a celebrated writer, ‘‘to show the glory of the

Catholic church beiore the eyes of their opposers, and to;

make their souls tremble, that they may more easily be
brought into the church.’

On this day the Catholics form long processions, and throuvh i

their marching around, no doubt think they are gaining favor
with God.
therefore had the opportunity to see the proceedmgs

The prozession was formed at the church.
number of young and middle-aged men, and then some boys,
numbering, perhaps, two hundred. Next cawe the bishop,
who, with two assistants, walked under a canopy, which by
the peaple is called heaven. It is about twelve by eight feet,
and is carried by six men. The outside is ot red silk, with
different fizures upon it, and the insi.de is blue, besprinkled
with stars to represent the starry heavens. Surrouanding and
following this are a great sumber of priests, dressed in their
differently figured robez. Next to these come the army offi-
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_cers, and then follow gnung girls in white clothes, and also

women who desire to +how their devotion.

In these different places decorated stands were erected, on
which were images of Jesus Christ and Mary, 1lis mother.
At cach of these places the procession stopped, and the
bishop, with the help of some of the priests, performed a cer-
tain ceremony, such as knecling, kissing a book, and a num.
ber ol’other performances.

Alter marching through the streets for some time with
their bare heads, and the sweat trickling down their faces,
they returned to the church where they helid service.

T have heard a rather tragic ancecdote connceted with this
day, which shows how the priests will act in order to retain the
fuith ol the peaple towards the Cathaolic church. It occurred
in thectstern part of Ifrance, in the year 1872,

The priests announced to the public that on this day,
that Mary, the mother of Jesus, would appear in a certain

I happened to be in Speier on that day, and .

First came a

4

forest in great glory.
one to attend.

Accordingly, at the time appointed, a large crowd assembled,
who, however, were retained at some distance from the place
at which the figure was to appear.

Among those who heard of the affair were several soldiers
who were rather unbelieving, and therefore they arranged to
prove whether the object which was to appear was really
a spirit or not. The plan was that they would take their
guns and secrete themselves near the place where Mary was to
descend, and when she appeared tire at ker to see if a bullet
would penetrate her body.

The night on which this event occurred was very dark, and
therefore favored thearrangements of both the priests and the
unbelieving soldiers. Ropes and wires were stretched from
trece to tree in such a manner that a person representing the
Virgio could stand apparently in the air.

When the time arrived for the appearance to take place, a
person who was concealed on the ground, by means of reflect-
ors, threw a bright light on the image that rcpresented the
mother of Jesus as she apparently stood in the air.

The soldiers from their position were able to see the man-
ner in which the affair was carried on; yet, with this they
were uot satisfied, for they desired to expose the swindle to
those who had come from far and near to witness the extra-
ordinary event. Therefore, two soldiers took deliberate aim
at the supposed Mary and fired. The result was that the
object fell to the ground fatally wounded, and thus was the
explanation given to the whole company.

The soldiers on being placed in court gave as an excuse that
they thought a spirit could not be injured by a bullet. They
were, however, sentenced to a short term of imprisonment.

Thus can be secn what foul means are used i order to hold
the people in darkuess and igonorance; yet nothing more can
be expected of the children of Satan, for that being always
leads tbosc who will follow him into the depths of darkness
and misery.

An invitation was extended unto every-

(To be Continued.)

MONEYS OF THE
NEPHITES.

T H IS

BY G. R.
IN the carly days of the Nephite nation, when its people
were struggling to develop their own peculiar and distioct-
ive civilization, each province, district or even city had its
particular standards of weights, measures and moneys. This
state of affairs frequently prevails in young communities, and
is an cvidence that the growth of Nephite civilization was
much the same as in the nations o he castern hemisphere.
As the population of a nation increascs, its powers of govern-
ment consolidate, and its commerce isdeveloped, these various
and conflicting standards of exchange give risc to much
unnecessary confusion, mauny perplexing difliculties and fre-
uent misunderstandings and complications, which hamper
trade and commerce, retard material progress and delay the
unification of the nation. Tt thus becomes the work of the
far-seeing statesman or wise ruler to bring all these various
lacal rates to anc national standard, recognized as legal and
cquitable in all parts of the realm.
This work the sccond Mosiah accomplished for the Ne-
phites. When he revised and coZified the national law, for the
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zovernment of the people under the judges, he abelished the
local distinctive rates and introdueed onec universal standard.
Of the ratios of the various weights and measures, cither
before or after the cnactment of Mosialh’s wise law, we are
told nothing in the Book of Mormon; it is simply stated that
the Nephites had not adhered to the standards in use among
the Jews in Judea, but ‘‘had altered their reckoning and
their wmeasures,”” very frequently ascaprice, convenience, or
local exclusiveness ipspired. As to the ratiozs of the coins
legalized Ly Mosiah's code they are highly artistie, evinee a
large acquaintance with monetary matters and paint to a high
degree of ecivilization as then existing among the Nephites.

Ths following is the table of these coins as given in the
300k of Marmon: *

(0L COINS. SILVER COINS,

1 Senine cqual to I Senum.

1 Scon (2 Nenines) IR 1 Amnor.

1 Shum 4 ¢ B s 1 Ezrow.
- € (% 113

1 Onti.

1 Limnah 3

Of <maller coins.—

1 Shiblon was equal 1o half a Senine, or Semun,

1 Shiblum  * i a rquarter of a Senine or Senow.

1 Leah ¥ ‘e an cighth of a Senine or Senum.

While an Antivn of gold was equal to three Shublous.

Thouzh not dircctly so stater], we judge from the context
that the Shiblon. the Shiblum and the Lieah were silver coins.

The names of theze coins seem to be indentical with, or
derived from thase of familiar persons or places.  Thus we
have a Leal, a Shiblon, + and an .Amnor % all names of
perzonz. A\lsa an Antion, which worid is foundin Antionah 3
and Antiopum, a Shiblmin which differs from Shiblom | only
in one letter, and a Shublon from Shiblon,t and a Limnah
from Limhah, to the came extent.

This custom of naming coinz after well known or dis-
tingui-hed per-ons is a practice not confined to the Nephates.
Other nation< have done the -ame; as, far instance, in France
a twenty frane pold piece is called a Napoleon.

One little item that in itsclf way appear trivial is not without
its weight in the eonsideration of the minar or incidental
evidene s of the trath of the Bk of Mormon. .\ wmeasure
of barley 1= expecinlly mentioned as the nnit of valne on which
the monetary system, or the value of the coins of the Nephites
was ba~<l.  Oae Senine was worth one measare o harley,
and its maliples wereo of conrse, nmltiples of 1this measure
of barley, hut we have wo information as to what the countents
of thiz measure may Lave hean, *

Now 1he ok Faclish un't of meaaarement was< a larley-
~orn. or grain of barley.  ““Three barley-corns make ane inely”’
ia the wav the tahle comn ene s,

Bolieving, asthe Latter-day Saint< o, thar the Nephites were
abranch oF the Lonee of Tsracl, and also that the races from
whenee the Fagdi<h have moot larg ly spernng liad mu<h of the
blnod of T<raclin th «ir comyposition, the agrecment of these two
nnits on the grain < frequently wentimed in the Bible ' as with
the Nephitesall grain seein« O have heen of epial priee) 1< not
withant it-valne in either argpament. The foet, al<o, that the
Nephites made grain the ctandard of value shows how Lighly
agriculture =t have heen e<tecmed a-nong that people.

Lok of Mru

=N o aof Mmathe § nnoe
$—A Nephote oflicer anuler

new e hition, Jegde 265
\a, prgle 20

2=\ clnef ralere dn the of Atgonihah page 2o
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“—The payn ent perday, Hx Lty bow, fora Nephe jodge when artoally
engagexd in his oth ialduties was vne Scrone, otherwlee one mcasure of barley,

LETTER TO THE BOYS.

Sart Lake City,
October 28th, 1880.

DEar Bovs,

Is our correspondence really to become a myth?
Are you all either talking or pursuing, or on a journey ? Or
peradventure you have heen sleeping, and must be awakened.

Serionsly, T am disappointed at yonr silence.  Now it you
wish to drop writing, tell mie <o candidly, for it depends on
you whether T continue to write. <\ magnetic chain must be
held by each end if the current of electrieity is to be felt.  If
one end of the chain is dropped, all reciproeity ceases. T
look to your letters to inspire minc.

You have net cven answered my three enigmas, but to
dnlge you I am now going to tell yon what they mean:

The first is Herodotus (Hero, dot us).

The second, Busibins (Yon see Ly us).

The third, Chaueer ((‘haw, sir).

1 have been into the country for a ten days' visit, or [
should have written to enquire ahout yeu before.  Now. hays,
rouse the dormant faculties of your brain, and let us make
this correspondence tell to some account.

I heard one of our good brothers, who has traveled much,
and whese criticism is worth much, say, the other day, that
he read our letters with great pleasure, and that it was :
correspondence that would do mueh good, if kept up properly.
Ile enconraged me very much by his words of approval.

A\ lady sister said to me, “‘Sister King, you pnt words in
your letters that they cannot understand, such as « {la
Paganini !

I amswered, “Then let them cnquire, and find out that
Paganini was a celehratad violinist, who conld play a tunc
npon one string; and 1 took thix name to show them that we
shanld be considered dull it we continually spoke or wrote
npon one subject, even though it might be a religions
theme.”

We all require variation, young minds especially.  1lence,
it is necessary to range from the grave to the gay, possihly
from the sublime to the ridienlons, if we wish to rivet thewr
attention,

It is the exception where yon find a deep thinker among our
young peaples yet generally their minds are bright and intelli
gent where they are ot all enltivated. hint they do things with
a rnshoand jump at conclusions. Sometimes trnth may be
arrive-l at by thi< mode—where there has been mch previons
thoueht, stwdy, and ecultivated intelleet—but never where
ienoranee | revadls,

My dear yonng friends, be determined to eject ignorance
from yonrselves awd from your sureonndings, Lay hold ol every
apportuuity for improvement.  Obey the injuretion of the
NMuighty s “Seck yeoont of the best ooks words of wisdom
seek learning even by stwdy and also Ly faith.”

Je like that Deantiful hittle natural alehemist, the hee-—get
the sweet and the good ont of all thines and all Leings that
Yo eomee in contact with,

May Cowd deliver yon froan evil that you may grow up as
I orning awd <hinne liches in His Cliureh and kingdom, is my
prayer.  Nuien.

Hasxan T. Kixa,

VoS- Ninee writing  the foregoing letter, T have received
one from . Vo Blath, whe will see | have given the solntion
of the enigmas in the above. 1 am pleased with his intelli-
gent lettery, and think, indeed 1 know, that the paper he






