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should not slay the Nephites, and they agreed to pay him 
one half of their property for tribute. Larnanite guards 
were stationed around the country of the Nephites to prevent 
them fi·om leaving, and were supported by the tribute. 

( To be Conti1111ed.) 

D01\1ESTIC LIFE Al\IONG THE 

NEPHITES. 

BY n. R. 

F
RO�I the casual references found in the historic portions 

of the Book of l\Iormon, we are led to infer that the 
domestic life of the K ephites was patterned, as it very naturly 
would be, after the manners and customs of their forefathers 
in the land of .T erusalem; modified, of course, by time and 
the surroundings. The changed material conditions, the 
absence of older though co-existent peoples and powers, the 
new and $Ometirues strange animal and vegetable productions, 
etc., all had an influence in the formation and growth of their 
civilization; trivial. perhaps, when considered separately, "but 
when consolidated, or taken together, and working for cen­
turies, having a marked effect on their puLlic polity and home 
life. It is, however, necessary to explain that the details of 
the latter are very meagre, and only obtained incidentallv, as 
they may form a link in the chain of some historical narrative, 
or be introduced as an illustration in some doctrinal teaching 
or prophetic warning. 

In the midst of a people g11ided or reproved through their 
entire national life by an almost continuous succession of 
in�pired teachers, it is hut reasonable to conclude that the 
domestic virtues were assiduously cultivated and all departures 

. therefrom severely rebuked. Industry, economy, thrift, pru­
dence, and moderation iu dregs were evidently as much the sub­
ject of the prophet's commenclation then as in these latter days. 
Zcniff (*) and others directly refer to the labors and toils of the 
Nephite women in �pinning and making the material with 
which they clothed themselves and their honscbolds; and the 
same fabrics which delight the modern daughters of Israel 
also appear to have pleased the eyes of their Nephite sisters 
in the long ago. "

T

e must, howerer, say to the praise of 
these ancient worthies, the mothers of :.Uosiah, Alma, Moroni, 
Helaman, and of the t1110 thou$and strir,lings who loved to 
call the la;,t-namcd father, (t) that the beauty of their apparel 
wa� the workrnauship of their own hands. Steam looms, 
�pinning jcnnys, and their like, were unkMwn, rn for as we 
can learn, to the cnterprh,ing, vigorous, God-blc�scd race that 
for nearly n tllOU$and year;; filled the American continent with 
the favored Recd of ,Jacob's much-loverl Rou. 

The materials of which the clothing of this race were made 
arc frequently mentioned in the i11Rpired record. Fine silk, (t) 
fine twined or twisted linen, and ''cloth of every kind" are 
often Fpoken of. In one 1,lacc (?.) "good homely cloth" is men­
tioned. Ily the word homely we must not understand the 
writer to mean ugly; the word iR here evidently applied in its 
original significance, as it iR used to-day in England, for home­
like or fit for homc-Rnch material a� \Va8 suited to the 
everyday life of' an in,l11Htrin11�, hard-working people. 

The love of' orua111cnt� ha� ever hccn a characteristic of 
Abraham's chosen rnce. 'l'hc golden earring� and bracelet� 
that gladdened the eyes of' ltcbcccn, when sought as the wife 
of that putriaroh'R son, have had their couutcq•art in many 

• �t•c Book of �lon111111, (111•\\' 1•1litlo11) 1rng1• J),1,.1, 
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t H. )I. I', 1111;. 

a more modern instance. It was so with Sariab's myriad 
daughters. Time and again we read of pride and vanity 
entering the hearts of the people, and of their affections being 
set npon their cc•stly apparel (*) and their ornaments of gold, 
of silver, of pearls, (t) of precious things, (gems?) their 
bracelets, (t) their ringlets, etc. 

Nor would it be just to convey the idea that the gentler sex 
were alone guilty of these extravagances; the sacred record 
admits of no such conclusions. We cannot judge by the 
sober drabs, greys and browns with which the civilized gentle­
man of to-day clothes himself, of the colors, the styles or the 
fashions of the raiment of the Nephite beaux. The only safe 
conclusion that can be drawn is that they probably copied to 
some extent the gorgeourness of tropical nature by which 
they were surrounded. Nor is it reasonable to suppose that 
one single description would apply to the styles in the days 
of Lehi, of Benjamin aud of l\Iormon, any more than the 
varied fashions of the days of the Williams, the Edwards, 
the James and tl:e Georges of Ene-lish history could all be 
condensed into one sentence. It is not conceivable that dress, 
or anything else, remained entirely unchanged throughout 
a thousand years, though it is quite pos8iblc that those changes 
were nothing like so sudden or so radical as hn,·e been those 
that have taken place among the leading nations of we�tcrn 
Europe. On these points, however, so far as the record of 
l\Iormon is concerned, we can simply surmise, as the military 
accoutrements, armor, etc., of the warrior are the only 
habiliments with regard to which be gives any part ion lar details. 

Nor can we learn much more with regard to their residences 
than we can concerning their dress. The most detailed account 
given of any man's home is that of Nephi, the son of Helaman. 
His house m was situated on the main highway which led to 
the chief market place of the city of iarahernla. To front 
of bis hou,e was a garden, and near the gate opening upon the 
highway was a tower, upon the top of which the prophet was 
accustomed to pray. These towers, from the numerous 
references made to them, either as private property or attached 
to their places of worship, as wntch towerd or as part of their 
system of fortification, must ha,·e formed quite a conspicuous 
feature in the Nephite landscape. 

The residences of the rich were rlegant and spacious, 
adorned with exceedingly fine wood work, carving, etc., and 
with ornaments of gold, silver, cop1,cr, bra��, steel and other 
metal�. From the importanec attached to the fact that bnt 
little timber existed iu tho northern continent wheu the Nephites 
began to spread O\'er it, anrl couscquent.ly that tlic imllligrants 
bad to buihl their honscs of cement, (II) it is presumable that 
wood entered largely into the compo�ition of the buildings in 
the sonthero land�. Thi, idea is ,trengthcncd hy the frequent 
reference made to the ,kill of' their nrtizans in wood working, 
nnrl in the exccllcncc they had attained in tho refining of ores 
and the mnnufacturc of metal om:11nent.s for their houses 
and persons. Hcganli11g 0110 monarch, it is written: "King 
:N'oah built mnny elegant am! �pacious Luihling�; an<l he 
ornnmcntcrl them with fine works of woo(!, allll of all 1uanncr 
of prccio11,; things, of' gol,I ancl of �ilvcr, awl of iron, awl of 
brass, and of ziff nnd of copper; a11cl he also !milt hint a 
�pa�ious palace, and a throne in the 111id,;t tltcrcol', all of which 
was ol' fine wood, nrul was ornanHmtcd with golcl and sih·cr, 
an.I with precious (.hing�. L\n,l ho abo ca11sc!I that his work-
111,·11 �hould WOJ"k all 111auncr of' fine work within the wnlls of 
the temple, of fine wootl, ancl ofr:opper an,! of bras�," etc. l'[) 
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·we next turn t o  the  food of this people. Here, also, we are 

wi thout defin i te informa tion, bu t we can m easurably judge 
of tb eir s taple  articles of diet hy noticing which gra ins  they 
culfr,atcd ruos t  exte a�i,·ely: to wi t, wheat, corn and barley, 
the  la t ter appearing to ha,·e been the standard by which they 
guagetl the price of other com modit ies. Grea t  a t ten tion was 
a lso gi,en to the pla n t ing of fruit t ree:;: and grapeYines. From 
the frui t  of  the  la t ter  abundance of wine was ruanufaetured, 
of which ( I t hink we do the Xephi tc�  no i njustice by saying 
i t )  they were a s  fonrl a� are the general i ty of mankind .  They 
were not as a t t aehcd to a meat d iet a ,  were the L1 mani tes, 
who were great flc,;h-ea ters, but they apparen tly kept  la rge 
flock� ancl herd., as a �ourco of food suppl.v, a� well as for 
wool ,  lea ther, etc . , and to  pro,iclc for the numerous 8acrifices 
enjoi ned by the law of :.'!Ios �s, wh ich they carefully observed , 
unt i l  the offering- of that  greatest of a l l  sacrifices on Jiount 
Cakary, of whieh a l l  the  rr.st  were bu t types aud 8had­
ow�. 

Thus, we may conclude tha t !Jrcad  macle  from coi n ,  whea t or 
barley, the fl e�h of the ir  flocks aud h erd� .  toge ther w i th chat 
CJf w ild ani mals cau!!h t in the chase , frui t .  wine ,  milk and 
l1oney f. ,rmctl the  ba �is of t he i r  da ily food, di ffering, no doubt,  
i n  <lct n il,, acrorcl i ng to thr. loca t ion cl i mate  and nther circu m­
Hanr·c,. 

The i r  me thod,  of  locomotino and modes of  tran sportat ion 
arc not dc.-cri bc, l. They were ,ery rich i n  horte�, and doubt­
lc • ,  ma<lc u,c of tb_c u1 :1 • bca.• t5  of burden . The fact tha t 
lar.i:c Lod ie� of th i� people m ade immen�c journeys in their 
varion, migra t ion�. and coloniz i ngs is  beyond tl ispu te. From 
or:c family they fillc, l a con t i nent ,  or  more properly two coo-
1 i 1 1 c 1 1 t:<. Tbe u -c of �hi ps is  not  men t i oned unt i l  the middle 
of the l a s t  ccu t 1 1 ry he fore the  Chri, t iaa  era. ( * )  The,e were theu 
u;:c,I in couvcyi n 2:  i m m igra nt;;, l umber.  provision s , etc. , to the 
northern con t i nent, the firs t •h ip- bu i ld i ng, of ,rhich we )iaye 
a n  accou n t ,  having- bee n done a t  t he se t t lemen t s  near the  
I ,th m u •  of Panama ,  to  which poin t  g-ood roa ds had by  tha t  
t ime been  con ,;t ructcd . lo  the car]i'.)r hi ,tory of the :Kephitcs 
i t  i ,  probable that  1110,t of their ma t .Pria l  was transported on 
1 1ack a niruak a, i ,  <l one t o -day i n  the region s t hen inhabitP.d 
l ,y thrm.  T n the den.-e t ropic .1] ,·cg-c ta t i on  of " t he wilderness" 
a ml a lon� the mounta in  ,]opes of the A n , l e• ,  roa ,J . making 
wa� d i ffi , ·n l t  a n,J c x pcn ., i,c ,  an,l p1cki�;r o n  the backs of  anima ls  
( �ay the hor,c ,  t l i c m u le ,  the  l l ama,  the  a l paca , etc . , )  was 
t he ehc :q ,c�t aml mo,;t con,rnicat  to a com para t i vely poor 
a n rl �mal l  people. 

( 'har iot,; a , c  memioncll Lut Fcldom . The Lan iani t e  mon­
a rch , Lamoni , had lib l 1 or,c, a n -I cha riob, to whicl 1 rcforcncP, is 
more t h a n  once made ;  ( t J  an , !  i a  a fter years whcu the  �eph i t cs 
�a•hcrl' •l wi th  all they po,,<:,,cd i n to  one p]a,;e, t o  defend 
thcm,eh -e.- a ;m i m-t t he ( hdianton robber, (�cvcntccn years 
a fter  the  bi r t h of Chri , t ) t hcs removed the ir  provi , ion� ,  
)!ra i n ,  e t e . hy mean,  Q r  \'Chic le, c ·1 1 lerl "chari o t ,. " ( t )  Th c:;c 
arc t h e  o nly i n , t :i nre0

• of wh ich t he  writer rr> 1 1 1 c 111l ,cr,, where 
n:h ic:lc- uf any k i n rl arc ,p()kc:1 1  of i n  the J :onk of Jlormon. 

" l ' R t  1 1 r\'n:.  fru !."a l i r y  an I !."nn, I  1 1 1 1 0 :we mcn t ,  ' '  ,:; id S: 1 m1 1r l  
} l rc w, the phi ]n,oi , l , i , ·a l shnc 11 1 ak<'r .  ' · n re cx<'<: l i , · r 1 t  ar t i ,b for 
m n, l i n !!  h :, , )  t i w �- :  t h l")' o ,"1 1 py l , 1 1 t  l i t t l e  rontn i n  a ny , l wcl l ­
i n t: , l ,n t  wo1 1 1 ) , I  f n rn i , h  a t u nre <,IT, •c 1 11 a l  re 1 1 1 •� • lr for t he  ev i l �  
of l i f,.. t l 1 au  anr I : . .  f orn1  Bi l l  I l i : . 1 ever 11a ,,, . , l  ·1 he 1 1  • Jn -cs ,,f 
l 1;1 rl i ,1 1ncnt . " 

Hu"k 1 1 f  �l 1 , n 1 1 , ! •• 1 � ; .  1 - � I . t J : .  \J  1 • ·  .. .. ...  , .: .  ·, . l 1 :. )J . �p•, 1 - .  

';\Gb:, ___________ _ 
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THE APPLE TREK 

BY ,JO l l X  F :.  CARLISLE. 

j\fr li t- tle f riends  b �n-c all Hccn an ap-ple. 
Did yon ev-cr th ink ,,�here it came from? 

In eat-ing an  ap-plc yon 1 10-t iced some 
Ycr-y smal l th i ngs near the ccn-tcr. These 
arc called the scecl R. 

One of these I i  t-tlc th ings, "·hen phrn t-c<1 
in the clamp ground ,  grom·, . A part of it 
comes up to form ih c t rnnl.;: of the  tree. 
An -oth-er  part, callcc1 t he  rnot, goes <lmrn 
in - t o  the ground . 

The tree is  Ycr-s :-;mal l  at first : but i t  
get�  food from the  ground hy  l i t - t le months 
in the root:-;, and i t grmrn l:ng-er aml l arg-er. 

�Ye see it clay n f-ter dny, and ,Ye lrnow 
th at it is grnw-i ng. 

If we brea k t 1 , e  stem , ,re cau sec a ,i nice. · 
I t  i t  the sap. 

From i t, tl 1 e  tree is fed . The stem that 
is brok-en of

f 
w i ll stOJ ) 0To,Y-i 1w and die 

0 01 > 

be-c,rnse no sap gets to i t. 
A great m :m -y th ings arc nrndc from tl, c 

sap: t he 1J. i rk , t he  wood, t l 1 c  sol't green 
lc :n-es; and  more, for f l off-ers come, with 
t l 1 ci r  pret-ty col-ors. They go a.-wny, and 
the fru i t  grnw�. A l l  1 1 1 . 1 d e  l 'rorn t l 1 e  sap, 
nncl  tl 1 i s  i:-- 1 lrn m1 from 1 1 1 1 '  µ:ro1 1 ] ] (l l >� · t he 
roots. I I  ow \\·on -dcr-f n l  ! 

,Ylwt  "· i s-clorn Goel l 1 a :--, to c1o t l irse 
t h i ngs ! A b rge np-pl e f ree from a I i t - t le 
t i 1 1 -y :--eec1 !  

,re c :01 1 1 11 not 1 1 1 n kc  :rn ap-ple . The 
\\· i :-;-e:-;t 11 1 : 1 11 on the carl l i  C'o 1 1 l r l not rnakc 
one. 

] [  o ,r pret - 1 .Y t l 1 c  l e : l \·c :-; of U 1 c  t ree :ne ! 
Look a t  fJ1 1e.  Tn ste i t  T: 1 :-; j c : 1 1 1 a p-ple. 
How 1l i f- fcr-e 1 i t !  1-c t  t l i ey col l i e  fmm the 
� i l  I I I C  st em .  
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