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G A RN LT IS TR T OTOR.

 AMULEEK.

From the Institute Index,

10GRAPHY 15 one of the most interesting of studies.

Through it we learn wisdom by example, as from the
story of the lives of earth’s great ones, ““in arms, in arts, in
song,’’ we are taught to emulate their virtues and avoid their
follies and their crimes.

There is one branch of this to which many of us as Latter-
day Raints pay far less attention than is commendable or even
consistent. Ve refer to the stndy of the lives of the prophe:s
and heroes of ancient America, whose history is laid before us
in the pages of' the Bouvk of Mormon. We will take one
ot these old time worthies as the subject of our present
sketch

Among the cities built by the Nephites in the northern
part of South America was one named Ammonihah, which
we are told was situated to the north of the land of Melek,
which land lay on the west side of the river Sidon. In
this city, eighty-one years before the coming of Christ, dwelt
a Nephite named Amulek. He was a man of weulth amd
importance and was blessed with many relatives.  One day in
the latter half of the yewr ashe was journeying to see a very
near relation (possibly one of his wives, for he was « polygam-
ist) an angel ot the Lord appeared unto him and told him to
return to his home for he had to teed a holy prophet of God
who was exceeding hungry, he having fasted many duays on
account of the sins of the people of Ammonihah.

This man of God of whom the angel spoke was Alna the
vounger, the presiding IHigh Priest of the Church of Christ.
For some time past he had been laboring in the midst of the
dweliers in Ammonihah but they had hardened their hearts
against (vod’s word and had cast the prophet out of their city.
Nad 2t heart and bowed down with sorrow Alma journeyed
from that city, but on his way a holy angel met him and with
words ot encouragement bade him return. Alma was not a
man to dally in keeping the word of the Lord. Ife at once
retraced his steps and entered Ammonihah by its south gate,
When not fur from its portals he was addressed by Amulek,
who recognized him as the man of whom the angel had spoken,
and who took him to his house and nourished him for many
days.  After a time Alma, accompanied by Amulek, re-coni-
menced preaching the principles of life and holiness, but in
the meantime the citizens of Ammonihah had grown even
more wicked than theywere before. No soener did these breth-
ren raise tkeir voices in their midst than they sought their
destruction. They mocked, they ridiculed, they cross que:-
tioned them, they perverted the meaning of their words and
cried out that they reviled against their laws that were just
and their judges whom they had chosen. But by the spirit of
the Lord Alma and Awmulek made bare their evil intentions
and severely rebnked their iniquity.

Ammonihah at that time was cursed with an abundance of
lawyers who were very expert in the crooked ways of their
profession. Among them was a man, whose name was Zeez-
rom, who onaccount of his extra keenness, had a large practice,
and especially made himself conspicnousin badgering and seek-
ing to discomfit these two servants of God. But Alma and
Amulek by the power of the Lord made his lying and perver-
sions of their words manifest to all to such an extent that
Zeezrom himself felt the power of their words and began to
tremble exceedingly. Many of the people alsabegan to believo
and to repent, but the greater portinn thereof, filled with rage

because their sins were laid bare with such unsparing hands,
bound Alma and his companion and hurried them before the
chief’ justice and with many falsehoods accused them of having
reviled their laws, their judges and indeed the whole people-
Zeezrom, now conscious of the evil he had done, vainly plead
their cause, but the rabble turned upon him also and with
many indignities cast him and others in whose hearts the germ
of faith was planted, out of the city, and with stones strove to
kill them.

Then followed a scene of horror (yet of glory) which in
after years had its counterparts in Rome and Smithfield. The
infuriated mob, lost to all pity and humanity, dragzed the
wives and little children of those who had had the gospel
preached to them, and in one great fire burned them to death.
Not content with this, in savage spite, they took the copies of
the scriptures and hurled them into the flames and burned
them also. To add to the refinement of their cruelty they
dragged Alma and his friend from prison and cowpelled them
to witness the torture of' the martyrs who had received the
gospel throngh their instrumentality. Among that throng
of crnelly suftering men, women and children we haveno record
that one flinched or denied the Savior in whose cause they
passed away to a glorious resurrection.

Awulek was exceedingly pained at the horrors of this awful
scene, and plead with Alma that they should exercise the
power of (iod that wasin them and save these innocents from
their tortures.  But Alma would not yermit it, saying that the
spirit constrained him, for the Lord received these martyrs to
himselt in ¢lory. .

Now it came to paxs that while Alma and Amulek we:e
thus bound, the chief judge came and smote them on the
face and jeered at them for not having delivered the martyrs
from the flames; when he bad finished he again consigned the
prophets to prison. These indignities were repeated day after
day, not only by the chief judge but by many others, added
to which they treated the prisoners with great cruelty, they
kept them withont food and water that they might hunger and
thirst, and stripped them of their clothes and bound them
naked in their prison. This continued tor some time, until one
day the chief judge with many others came and smote the
brethren asbefore with mockings and ridicule.  Then the power
of God came upon Alma and Amulek and they rose to their feet
and broke the bands that hound them and ceried mightily to the
Lord, while their persecutors were stricken with terrow.
These latter, paralyzed with fear, attempted to flee from
the presence of the nrophets, and in their haste fell one upon
another and blocked up the way of escape. At this moment
of terror an earthquake rent the prison walls, which swayed
and fell in a erumbling, suffocating, erashing mass upon the
anholy crowd within. Not one escaped, Alma and Amulek
alone were preserved in the midst of this awful manifestation
of the power of the Almighty.

The citizens hearing the noise rushed in crowds to learn of’
the disaster, but when they saw the ruined heaps of the priscn
with the brethren in safety and confronting them they flel like
a flock of frightened sheep before two young lions.  Still they
would not permit the prophets to remain in their midst, so
they left and went over into the land ot Sidow:.

Such erimes as these could not go unpunished by divine
justice. Ammonihah soon felt the force of the wrath of (iod.
It was besieged, captored and mude desolate by the armies of
the Lamanites, and the very same men who rejoiced in the
sufterings of' the martyred saints felt the same horrors fall with
ten fold fury on their own heads and those of their wives and
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little ones, for of the lhorrors of the spoiling of that eity we
have few counterparts i history.

In the land of Sidom, Alma and Amulek found the brethren
who had been cast out of Ammonthah. Zeezrom, the lawyer,
was also there, sorely siek of a fever, brought on by the anguish
of his mind on aceount of his great sins.  While prostrate ou
his bed, the prophets visited him, comforted him, and having
reeeived a confession of his faith in Christ, administered to
hini, when he was immediately healed. Alma then baptized
him, and from that time forth he hecame a zealous servant of
that God whom he had so often denied and blasphemed.

After Alma had established a prosperous church in the land
of Sidow he took Amulek, who had given up all for the gospel’s
sake, to the land of Zarahemla. There Amulek dwelt with
Alma, assisting him in his labors and ministry. The Lord
abundantly blessed their efforts and the Book of Mormon
informs us that they imparted the word of God, without any
respect of persons, to the people continually; and there was no
inequality among them, aud the Lord did pour out his spirit
on all of the land that they might enter into his rest.

Amulek seems to have devoted his entire life henceforth to
the preaching of the gospel. We next hear of him being in
the land of Melek with Zeezrom, from whence Alma took them
and other brethren to preach to the Zoramites, a hody of
Nephite dissenters or apostates who laid inordinate stress
upon the idea of their predestination to salvation. Here
Amnulek preached with great zeal and faith, as did the other
Elders, resulting in the repentance of many, who by their more
hardened fellow eountrymen were eruelly persecuted and driven
into the land of Jershon, whose inhabitants received them
with great kindness and ministered to their wants. Here Alma
and his fellow laborers still further instructed them in the
prineiples of eternal life.  The wicked Zoramites were highly
incensed at the kindness shown to their persecuted brethren
by the noble hearted people of Jershon, and made it a pretexg,
for comwencing a war of exterwination, the particulars of which
are recorded in detail in the Buaok of Mormon. This war
commenced about eight years after the expulsion of Awmulek
from Ammonihah.

Amulek has the honor of having some of his serwmons handed
down to us in detail in the Book of Mormon. IFrom them we
judge him to be a man of liberal education. of great faith, of
unswerving integrity and untiring zeal for the cause of truth.
Ile was, from the glimpses of his private life that we glean
as we pass along, a man of tender and affeetionate disposition,
exeeedingly fond of his home and fawily, yet these and all else
he readily and joyfully gave up for the riches and happiness
of the gospel of the Son of God. Of his later ministry and
death we are not informed, as the Book of Mormon changes
from the history of the labors of the servants of God to an
account of the terrible wars hetween the Nephites and Lawman-
ites which immediately afterwards deluged theland with hlood.
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AcKNOWLEDGEMENT.—\We inadvertently omitted to state in
our lust number that we were indebred to the eourtesy of
Srother Robert Campliell, City Recorder, for the opportun.ty
of publishing the two views of Sale Lake City which our last
issue eontained.  They were originally published in an eastern
magazine, and the plates were afterwards obtained by Mayor
Wellz. Brother Campbell kindly proffered us the use of them,

YEMEMBER, as knowledge comes into the brain it crowds out
folly.

KEEP.

Keep to the right as the law directs;
Keep from the world thy friend’s defects;
Keep all thy thoughts on purests themes;
Keep from thine eyes the motes and beams;
Keep true thy deed, thy honor bright;
Keep firm thy faith in God and right;
Keep free from every sin and stain;

K:ep from the ways that bring the pain;
Keep free thy tonzue from words of ill;
Keep right thy aim and good thy will;
Keep all thy acts from passion free;

Keep strong in faith no envy see;

Keep ,watchful care o're tongue and hand;
Keep firm thy feet, by justice stand;

Keep true thy word—A sacred thing—
Keep from the snares the tempters brihg;
Keep faith with each you call a friend;
Keep full in view the final end;

Keep firm thy courage—bold and strong;
Keep up the right and down the wrong;
Keep well the words of wisdem's school;
Keep warm by night and day keep cool.

GCGEOMETRICATL
CHARADRE.

[THE following is not original, but it may puzzle some who
have never seen it before: |
“I'hree-fourths of a cross and a circle complete,
A perpendicular and two semi-circles mect,
A triangle standing upon two feet,
Two semi-circles and a circle complete.”

The answer to the Charade published in No. 1 is the
“JUvENILE INsTRUCTOR.” VWe have received eorreet solu-
tions from Isabella M. Walton, Mill Creek; Edward Z. Car-
bine, Clarkston; Ilenry R. Stevenson, I. C. Andrew, W. T.
Cooper, Sarah Teasdel, Mary Teasdel, Nellie T. Cooper, C.
W. Peck, Millie Peck, E. Brooks, and J. D. Irvine, Salt Lake
City. The last two named forwarded poetical answers, which
possess somemerit. \We append one verse of J. D. Irvine’s,
as expressive of good sentiments:

Good instructions ever bringing—
It its lessons we shall heed,
Back into our Father’s presence,
Step by step, ’tis sure to lead.
For, 'tis prompted by the spirit
And the priesthood of our God;
Linking usin love together,
Holding fust the ‘‘iron rod.”

Soft buzzing slander: silky moths, that eat an honest name.
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