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nificant when compared with the yast extent of terri
tory held and filled by the J aredites; they were the 
sole rulers of the whole western he111isphere, and 
possibly the originals, whence arose the stories of the 
greatness and grandeur of the fabled Atlantis ; for we 
haYe no account in the sacred records that God shnt 
the111 out from the knowledge of the rest of 111ankind 
wheu he planted then1 in A 111erica, as he afterwards did 
the Nephites ; and late research has shown that the 
geographical k11owledge of the ancients was 111uch 
greater in the earlier ages than at the time of the 
Savior and a few hundred years previous to his adYent. 

C HAPTER LXXIX. 

::'IIORL\XCC:.\IER-BUII,DI�G THE BARGES-THE FIXGER OF 
TllE LORD- THE APPEARIXG OF THE S.-\\.IOR-1'HE 
\'0\'AGE. 

I 
ED BY the Lord personally, instructed by his own 

--1 111onth, protected by his presence, the colony, of 
which Jared's brother appears to have been the prophet 
and leader, at last reached the borders of the great sea 
which divides the continents. �ro the place where they 
tarried they gave the name of i\1oria11cu111er. Here they 
remained for a period of four years, at the encl of which 
ti111e the Lord again \'isited the brother of Jared in a 
cloncl and chastened him aud his brethren, because of 
their 11cglccl: to call upon his 11a111e. R.epe11ta11ce fol
lowed this reproof, and on their repentance their sins 
were forgi\'Cll them. 
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The brother of J arcd was then co111ma11dcd by 
the Lord to build eight barges, after the saine pattern 
as those he had previously constn1eted. This con1-
111and h e  obeyed with the assista11ce of the co111pany. 
The vessels were s111all, light in coustrucl:ion and water 
tight. As they were dark in the interior, by reason of 
being without windows, the Lord, at the entreaty of the 
brother of Jared, touched sixteen s111al1 white stones, 
which the latter had 111onlten ont of a high 111ountain 
called Shele1n ; and after the Lord touched the111 they 
shone forth and gave light to the vessels in which they 
were placed. When the Lord put forth His finger to 
touch these stones, the veil was taken from the eyes of 
the brother of Jared and he saw the finger of the Lord ; 
and it was as the finger of a 111an, like unto flesh and 
blood. Then the brother of Jared fell down before the 
Lord, for h e  was struck with fear. What followed is 
related by 11oroni as follows : 

And the Lord saw that the brother of Jared had 
fallen to the earth ; and the Lord said unto hin1, Arise, 
why hast thou fal len ? 

And he saith unto the Lord, I saw the finger of the 
Lord, and I feared lest he should sn1ite 111 e ; for I knew 
not that the Lord had flesh and blood. 

And the Lord said unto h i 111, Because of thy faith 
thou hast seen that I shall take upon n1e flesh and 
blood ; and never has 111a11 co111 e before 111e with such 
exceeding faith as than hast; for w�re it not so, ye 
could not have seen n1y finger. Sa west thou 111ore than 
this? 

And he answered, Nay, Lord, shew thyself unto 111e. 
And the Lord said unto hi111, Belie,est thou the 

words which I shall speak ? 
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And he answered, Yea, Lord, I know that thou 
speakest the truth, for thou art a God of truth, and 
canst not lie. 

And when he had said these words, behold, the 
Lord shewed hi1nself unto him, and said, Because thou 
knowest these things, ye are redeemed fron1 the Fa11 ; 
therefore ye are brought back into 1ny presence; there
fore I shew 111yself unto yon. 

Behold, I a111 he who was prepared fr0111 the fon n
dation of the world to redeem 111y people. Behold, I an1 
Jesus Christ. I a111 the Father and the Son. I n  111e 
shall all man kind have light, and that eternally, e\'en 
they who shall believe on 111y 11a111e ; and they shall 
become my sons and 111y daughters. 

And never have I she,Yed 111yself unto 111an \\·hom 
I have created, for ne\'er has 111a11 believed in 1ne as 
thou hast. Seest thou that ye are created after mine 
own image ? Yea, even all men \\'ere created 111  the 
beginning, after 111ine own in1age. 

Behold, this body, which ye now behold, is the 
body of my spirit ; and 111a11 have I created after the 
body of my spirit ; and even as I appear unto thee to 
be in the spirit, wi11 I appear unto 111y people in the flesh. 

A11 things being prepared, Jared and his people, 
with their animals, fishes, bees, seeds and 11111ltitudi-
11011s other things, went 011 board; a favorable wi11d 
wafted them from shore, and they gradually drifted to 
the Am erican coast. At the end of a yoyage of three 
hundred and forty-four days the colony landed 011 this 
co11tinc11t. I t  is generally understood that the place 
where they landed was south of the Gulf of California 
and north of the land Desolation, which was north of 
the isthmus of Panama. 
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