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CHAPTER LXX\TII. 

Clll"RCI! DISCIPLI�E A:\IO�G THE �EPHITES-TREAT)IE:-:T 
OF THE l'_:-;REPE�TA�T-THE \\.ORD OF THE LORD RE
GARDING TRA�SGRESSORS-THI•: TESTDIO�\" OF :\IORO:=-:I. 

AS I ?\  other things, the 111ethods adopted in the 
Xephite Church i n  the treat1nent of those who 

turned fro111 righteousness were identical with those 
pursued in such cases in the Chnrch of God in  other 
lands and in other ages. The erring ones were first 
labored with hy the officers of the church in the spirit 
of Io,·e and reconciliation ;  they were Yisited by the 
Priests and Teachers ; and if they repented they were 
con tinned in the fellowship of the Saints ; but i f  they 
were obdurate and i111penitent they were seYered fron1 
1he comn111nion of the church. This course \,·as pur
sued throughout their hist�ry from the days of Alina, 
the elder, to those of l\Ioroni. 

In the land of Zarahe111la, when 1'losiah was king 
and Alma was high priest, there was 1nuch hard-hearL 
edness and eYil doing in the midst of the Nephites. It 
may be re1nen1bered it was at this ti111e that the sons of 
l\losiah, and the younger Alina, were leaders mnong 
those who were opposing the chnrch and persecnting 
its 111e111bers. The iniquity that existed with those who 
h:1.d made �0Ye11a11t with God, or were their children, 
caused Alina nntch pain and anxiety. The Priests 
and Teachers labored freqnently in ,·ain, and the 
presiding priesthood were in doubt with regard to the 
best course to pursue with the wicked. 'rhev had 110 

precedents to guide them, for such a state of things 
had never before existed a111011g the Nephitcs. 
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Aln1a applied to the king, bnt he refused to judge 
the offenders. He would not 111eddle in 1natters of 
church discipline, that he left to Ahna ; and to hiin he 
returned those who had transgressed the law of the 
Lord. In this dilen11na Aln1a appealed with all his 
heart to the Lord, and inquired what he should do in 
the n1atter : for he was 111ost desirous to do right in the 
sight of heaven. Then the voice of the Lord ca111e to 
hin1 saying :  

Because thou hast inquired of  111e, concerning the 
transgressor, thou art blessed. 

Thon art n1y servant ; and I covenant with thee, 
that thou shalt have eternal life ;  and thou shalt serve 
111e, and go forth in n1y na111e, and shalt gather together 
n1y sheep. 

And he that will hear 111y voice shall be 111y sheep ; 
and him ye sha11 receive into the church, and hi111 will 
I also receive. 

For behold, this is my church ; whosoever is bap
tized, shall be baptized unto repentance. And whoso
e,·er ye receive shall belieYe in 111y na111e; and hi111 will 
I freely forgive. 

For it is I that taketh upon 111e the sins of the 
world ; for it is I that hath created the111; and it iJ I that 
granteth unto hi111 that belie,·eth unto the end, a place 
at 111y right band. 

For behold, in  111y ua111e are they called ; and i f  
they kno"· 111e they shall come forth, and shall have a 
place eternally at 111y right hand. 

And it shall co111e to pass that when the second 
tn1111p shall sound, then shall they that neyer knew me 
c0111e forth and shall stand before me ;  

And then shall they know that I a111 the Lord 
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their Goel, that I am their Redeemer ; but they would 
not be redeemed. 

And then will I confess unto then1 that I ne,·er 
knew them ; and they shall depart into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the deYil and his angels. 

Therefore I say . unto you, that he that will not 
hear my ,·oice, the same shall ye not receive into 111y 
chnrch, for him I will not receiYe at the 1 ast day ; 

Therefore I say unto you, Go ; and whosoeyer 
transgresseth against 111e, hi111 shall ye j ndge according 
to the sins \\'hich he has comn1itted ; and if  he confess 
his sins before thee aud 111e , aud repenteth in the sin
cerity of his heart, him shall ye forgiYe, and I will for
gh·e him also ; 

Yea, and as often as my people repent, will I for
giYe the111 their trespasses against 111e. 

And ye shall also forgive one another your tres
passes ; for Yerily I say unto you, He that forgiYeth not 
his neighbor's trespasses, when he says that he re pen ts, 
the same hath brought himself nuder condeuniation. 

;-.:ow I say unto you, Go ; a11d whosoe,·er will not 
repent of his sins, the same shall not be 1111 111bered 
among my people ; and this shall be obsen·ed from this 
ti111e forward. 

The sacred historian continues : 
And it ca111e to pass when Al111a had heard these 

words, he wrote them down that he might haYe them, 
and that he might judge the people of that church , 
according to the commandments of God. 

And it came to pass that Alma went and j udged 
those that had been taken iu iniquity, according to the 
word of the Lord. 

And whosoe,·er repented of their sins and did con-
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fess the111, then1 he did number ainong the people of the 
chnrch; 

And those that would not confess their sins and 
repent of their iniquity, the same were not nntnbered 
an1ong the people of the church, and their na111es were 
blotted out. 

In this revelation we have the word of the Lord 
to gnide the T\ephite Church throughout all its dispen
sations. 

The sa111e spirit is 111anifested in the instruclions 
giyen by the Redeemer in his teachings to the 
Nephites.* They are full of love, 1nercy and patience. 
On the other hand, they shew that the Church of God 
11111st not be defiled by countenanci!lg iniquity or per-
111itting that which is holy to be handled by the 
unworthy. Nearly four hundred years later, 1\Ioroni, 
speaking on cpurch g0Yernn1ent says : 

And they were striet to observe that there should 
be no iniquity among them ; and whoso was found to 
con1111it iniquity, and three witnesses of the church did 
conde11111 then1 before the Elders; and if they repented 
not, and confessed not, their na111es were blotted out, 
and they ,,·ere not nun1bered a1nong the people of 
Christ; 

But as oft as they repented, and sought forgi, ·e
ness, with real intent, they were forgiYen. 

Fron1 these quotations we perceive that the spirit 
of the ancient church on this continent, with regard to 
offenses and offenders, was unifonn in all its dispensa
tions and identical in its 111ethods with those of the lat
ter days. 

* See Chapter xlix.




