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was situated contiguous to the wilderness at the head
waters of the Sidon (.4/ma xw/. 6), and lay on the line
of march generally taken by the armies of the I.aman-
ites when they invaded Zarahemla. Its exadt boun-
daries are not defined; indeed, 1t is altogether probable
that they varied considerably at different periods of
Nephite history. However, it is evident that it was
the most southerly of all the lands inhabited by the
Nephites, in the western half of the South American
continent, after they had moved from the land of
Nephi.

GipEox.—In a valley on the east of the Sidon was
built, during the early days of the republic, an 1mport-
ant city, which was named after the martyr Gideon.
The valley itself was also known by the saime name, and
i1s frequently called the land of Gideon, for we find no
evidence to lead to the conclusion that the land ex-
tended bey ond the valley. Nearly all that we know of
this region is contained in a single passage (A/ma 2. 7),
which states that Alma left Zarahemla and went over
upon the east of the river Sidon, into the valley of
Gideon, there having been a city built which was called
the city of Gideon, which was in the valley that was
called Gideon, being called after the man who was
slain by the hand of Nehor with the sword.

From the references in the historical narrative we
incline to the opinion that this valley lay either direétly
east, or somewhat to the south of the city of Zara-
hemla. Travelers coming from the north are never
mentioned as passing through it on their way to Zara-
hemla, without they had a purpose in so doing, as in
the case where Moroni marched from the northeast to
the relief of chief judge Pahoran (l/ma Ix:7r).





