BOOK OF MORMON CENTRAL
http://bookofmormoncentral.org/

Type: Book Chapter

Chapter LXV

Author(s): George Reynolds

Source: The Story of the Book of Mormon

Published: Salt Lake City; Joseph Hyrum Parry, 1888
Pages: 364-367

Abstract: Personal Appearance of the Nephites—Their Beauty—Testimony of Remains
Found—The Dark-Skinned Lamanites



http://bookofmormoncentral.org/




STORY OF THE BOOK OF MORMON. 365

ants, we have immany recorded instances, but none that
exceed that of his great-grandson Joseph, whose sur-
passing manliness placed him in the greatest jeopardy,
but whose uncompromising virtue and unaffected
innocence bronglit him off conqueror over temptation,
and raised him to the highest pinnacle of earthly splen-
dor and heavenly favor. It was from this well-favored
Joseph that the Nephites sprang.

God has set the mark of his displeasure on the
Lamanites, whom he has cursed, because of the iniqui-
ties of their fathers, with a darkened skin, uncomely
features, and strait, black, coarse hair. In the begin-
ning it was not so with either Judah or Manasseh.

In confirmation of the testimony of the Book of
Mormon, that the inhabitants of this continent were
once a white and beautiful people, it may be stated that
when very ancient burial places in North and South
America have been opened, the remains of two races—
one dark and the other fair—have been exhumed. The
question may arise: How could this be told, when the
skin had long rotted off the bomnes, and left only the
skeleton behind, which fell in powder as soon as it was
exposed to the action of the air? In this way: The
dry, gravelly soil in which some of these bodies were
buried, had so little affected the mununy, that portions
of the hair still remained in good preservation, and in
nunlerous instances it was such as is only found on the
heads of light races. We will cite a few examples
given by different inquirers in this field of research.

Onmne writer, speaking of the ancient mummies found
in Peru, says: The hair in general is of a lightish
brown, and of a fineness of texture which equals that
of the Anglo-Saxon race. Again: The ancient Peru-











