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CHAPTER LXV. 

l'ERSOX.-\ L ..:\l'l'EARANCE OF THE XEPHITES-THEIR HEACT\' 
- TESTDIO�Y OF RE�IAI::\"S FOU�D-TIIE D:\RK-SKI�XED 
LA:\IAXITES. 

E
\TER. AND anon throughout the Book of l\Ionnon, 

we are re111i11ded by the inspired historians of the 
beauty of the N'ephite race, especially in the days 
when the glory of righteousn2ss bea111ed in their eyes, 
and shone in their countena1:ces i then they were fair, 
yery fair-a white and a deli:;htso111e people. 

And \\·e11 1njght it be �c, .. for were they not de
scended from that kindred c : . : tple, Abraham and his 
hal f-sister, whose great beauty has been proverbial in 
every generation, since they graced the earth with their 
comeliness? So lovely was Sarah, the fairest of 
wo111a11kind of her generation , that when she was sixty
seYen years of age, the royal Pharaoh, disregarding the 
charms of the darker daughters of Egypt, desired her 
for his wife ;  and his ad111iratio11 was doubtless in good 
taste, for the Bible tells us that she was then very 
fair. And still 111ore remarkable, when yet another 
twenty-two years had passed away, and she had seen 
nearly ninety su111111ers and winters co111e and go on this 
earth, another 111onarch1 Abi111elech, sought to take her 
to himself. Nor was her husband's 111anly beauty less 
striking ; obedience to God, the obserYance of the laws 
of life, and the c11ltiYatio11 of the generous Yirtues so 
CllllOb1ed his existence, that strength and 111anhood 
tarried with hi111 in its force, long after that age wheu 
the sons of 111odern gen erations are feebly tottering to 
their graves. 

Of the co111 11rn.11di11g beauty of Abraha111's descend-
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ants, we have 111any recorded instances , but none that 
exceed that of his great-grandson Joseph, whose stu
passing 111anliness placed him in the greatest jeopardy, 
but whose unc01npron1ising Yirtue and unaffected 
innocence brongl1t hi111 off conqueror oYer te111ptation, 
and raised hin1 to the highest pinnacle of earthly splen
dor and heavenly fayor. It was fr0111 this well-favored 
Joseph that the Nephites sprang. 

God has set the 111ark of his displeasure on the 
Lan1anites, who111 he has cursed, because of the iniqui
ties of their fathers, with a darkened skin, nnc0111ely 
features, and strait, black, coarse hair. In the begin
ning it was not so with either Judah or I\Ianasseh. 

In confinnation of the testin10ny of the Book of 
1V1qrn1on, that the inhabitants of this continent were 
once a white and beautiful people, it n1ay be stated that 
when very ancient burial places in North and Sonth 
America have been opened, the re111ains of two races
one dark and the other fair-have been exhun1ed. The 
question 111ay arise : How could this be told, when the 
skin had long rotted off the bones, and left only the 
skeleton behind, which fell in powder as soon as it ,vas 
exposed to the action of the air? In this way: The 
dry, gravelly soil in which so111e of these bodies were 
buried, had so little affected the 1nun11ny, that portions 
of the hair still remained in good presen�ation, and in 
11un1erous instances it was such as is only found on the 
heads of light races. vVe will cite a few examples 
given by different inquirers in this field of research. 

One writer, speaking of the ancient 1ntu11111ies found 
in Peru, says : The hair. in general is of a lightish 
brown, and of a fineness of texture which equals that 
of the Anglo-Saxon race. Again : The ancient Peru-
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vians appear, fro111 numerous exan1ples of hair found in 
their tombs, to haYe been an auburn-haired race. 
Another gentle111an, a .:\[r. Hay\\·ood, has described 
the discoYery, early in the present century, of three 
111un1111ies, in a caye near the Cu111berland RiYer, in 
Tennessee; and the color . of their skin was said to be 
fine and white, and their hair auburn and of a fine 
texture. The same investigator 111entio11s seYeral other 
cases where 111u111111ies were found in the limestone and 
saltpetre caves of Kentucky and Tennessee, with light 
yellowish hair. One scientist, to account for this pecu
liarity, suggests that it is possible that the light color 
was due to the action of the lime and saltpetre ; but this 
suggestion will not affect those buried in other forn1a
tions of rock, nor will it account for the fineness of the 
texture of the hair. Reasoning fron1 other data, other 
writers ha,·e concluded that the great cities whose ruins 
still stand in Yucatan and Central A111erica were the 
work of two races, a light and a dark-skinned race 
respccti vel y. 

The reference to the Anglo-Saxon race, aboi:e 1n«cle, 
is not without its value. To us it see111s highly proba
ble that the righteous Nephites, in very niany particu
lars of fonn and feature, resen1bled this people and its 
kindred races. Our reasons  are : first, that there ,n1s a 
striking si111ilarity in the appearance of the ancient 
Israelites and the olden Anglo-Saxons. This likeness 
has been remarked and co111mented upon by , ·a.rio11s 
authors. Again, it is well known to the Latter-day 
Saints that tl1ere was a large percentage of the blood 
of Ephraim in the stock whence the Angles and 
Saxons sprung. So 1unch admitted, it is easy to under
stand how the two half tribes, descended front the 



STORY OF THE BOOK OF MORI\ION. 367 

co111ely Joseph- the one from Ephraim, and the other 
fro�n J\Ianasseh -would bear a strong fa111i1y likeness. 

\Vere we introdu-ced to a typical Nephite, we should 
expect to find him well proportioned, ruddy of counte
nance, auburn haired and light eyed. This, of course, is 
si111ply conjecture, and is entitled to cousideratio.n only 
as such. 

Fro111 reliefs found sculptured on the walls of the 
ruined cities of Central An1erica, it see111s probable 
that the ancient Lamanites esteemed flat, receding 
foreheads the highest type of beauty. :\Iost of the 
figures on lvhich the greatest artistic skill is displayed 
appear to represent persons on whom so111e artificial 
111eans had been used, in infancy, to flatten the front 
part of the head, as their debased descendants, the 
Flatheads, do in our day. It is a noteworthy fact, that 
other races of Israelitish descent, or who haYe co111e iu 
close contact with the Hebrews, show this sa111e ten
dency. 

Skulls thus flattened haYe been taken out of ton1bs 
in the neighborhood of ancient l\Iedia, "·here the 
Israelites were once in captiYity ; also fro111 sepulchres 
in Circassia, Scandinavia, Great Britain, etc., and one 
was even exlnnned fro111 outside the walls of Jerusalem. 
It is true the Book of 1Iormon does not refer to this 
custon1, but it often speaks of the Lan1anites sha,·ing 
their heads, which in all probability 111ay haYe after
wards grown into the still more hideous practice of 
flattening the skull, under the idea that it 111ade the111 
courageous. Indeed, it is qnite possible that it did 
111ake the111 recklessly bloodthirsty, by injuring their 
inteJ 1ectual powers, and thus tending to develop their 
n1ore savage instincts. 




