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STORY OF THE BOOK OF MORMON, 361

prevails in young communities, and is an evidence
that the growth of Nephite civilization was much the
same as in the nations of the eastern hemisphere. As
the population of a nation increases, its powers of gov-
ernment consolidating and its commierce developing,
these various and conflicting standards of exchange
give rise to much unnecessary confusion, many per-
plexing difaculties and frequent wisunderstandings
and complications, which hamper trade and connnerce,
retard material progress, and delay the umnification of
the nation. It thus becomes the work of the far-see-
ing statesman or wise ruler to bring all these various
local rates to one national standard, recognized as legal
and equitable 1 all parts of the realm.

This work the second Mosiah accomplished for the
Nephites. WWhen he revised and codified the national
law for the goverment of the people under the Judges,
he abolished the local distinétive rates and mtroduced
one universal standard. Of the ratios of the various
weights and measures, either before or after the enact-
ment of Mosial’s wise law, we are told nothing in the
Book of Mormonj; it is simply stated that the Nephites
had not adhered to the standards in use among the
Jews in Judea, but had altered their reckoning and
their measures, very frequently as caprice, convenience,
or local exclusiveness mspired. As to the ratios of
the coins legalized by Nosiah’s code they are highly
artistic, evince a large acquaintance with monetary mat-
ters and point to a high degree of civilization as then
existing among the Nephites.

The following is the table of these coins as given
in the Book of Mormon:











