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as a means to this end, they had the chief judge
assassinated, while they selected a man named Jacob
for their king. These royalists, or kingmen, were not
as snccessfunl i obtaining the sympathy of the major-
ity of the people as they anticipated; they thercfore
decided to remove in a body to the northermmost part
of the land, and there establish the monarchy. This
design they successfully carried out. Those who re-
mained at home favored the division of the people into
tribes, and there being none strong enough to effec-
tually oppose this suicidal policy, the republic becanie a
thing of the past.

The organization of these tribes was evidently on
the patriarchal principle; the head, or imost influential
member of a family, gathered his kinsimen around
him, The historian states: And the people were
divided one against another, and they did separate one
fromn another, into tribes, every man according to his
family, and his kindred, and friends.

Fach of these tribes chose a chief, leader, or ruler;
as it 1s written: And every tribe did appoint a chief, or
leader over them; and thus they became tribes and
leaders of tribes. Now behold, there was no man
aniong them, save he had much family, and manv kin-
dreds and friends.

The laws of the various tribes were not untfor,
but there was a general nnderstanding by which they
prevented the outbreak of actual war. It is stated that
in the thirty-first year (after Christ), ‘I'hey had come to
an agreement that they would not go to war one with
another; but they were not united as to their laws, and
their manner of government, for they were established
according to the minds of those who were their chiefs
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have prospered; how they covered the land with mil-
lions of huinan souls; how the arts and sciences must
have been developed; and how greatly must true and
heavenly knowledge have been spread abroad! The
law of Moses was no longer observed, but the holy
priesthood, after the order of the Son of God, mnis-
tered in might in their imdst; the faith of the people
made angels their frequent visitors; the purity of cach
life caused the Holy Spirit to be the constant compan-
ion of every soul. ‘This happy, glorious state of
holiness continued a full two hundred years, and then
commenced the decline of the nation; rapid indeed was
its descent, and great was its fall.

The first signs of the decrease in the righteousness
of the people, recorded in the Book of Mormon, were:
That some becanie lifted up in pride; these took to
wearing costly apparel, jewels, and the fine things of
the world. The people ceased to have their goods and
their substance i1 common. They began to be divided
into ¢lasses; rich and poor appeared. They commenced
to deny portions of the gospel, and to build up churches
tosuit their peculiar ideas; others began to deny the true
Church of Christ. They admmimstered that which was
sacred (temple ordinances) to the unworthy; and before
long they devised all manmner of wickedness, and com-
menced to persecute the servants of God, even to death,
when permitted to do so by the powers that rule in the
heavens.

Thus matters went on, growing worse every year,
until the people were again divided into two nations,
Nephites and Lamanites, with their old traditions and
ways; which, as was natural, ultimately culminated
in war; and such a war! For savageness, brutality,








