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easy com111it adultery, and steal, a11d kill, and do 
according to their own wi11s. 

Such a condition of affairs, in the course of ti111e, 
wrought national disintegration, and ,,·onld ha,·e 
brought about that result much sooner than it did, had 
it not been that, influenced by the 111ighty preaching of 
the inspired serYants of God, the N'ephites ( or portions 
of the111) had uow and again returned to the service of 
heaven. Bnt such happy periods "·ere short-li,·ed, and 
m·atters went fron1 bad to worse until thirty years after 
the birth of Christ, when the republican fonn of go,·
ern111ent was entirely broken np, and the people split 
up into nu111erons tribes, each tribe caring only for 
its own interests, and gi\·ing obedience to its own 
particular chief. This state of things continued only 
for about four years, as during the terrible conYul sions 
at the tin1e of the crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the 1nore wicked portion of the people were destroyed. 

CHAP�fER LXIII .  

LAWS OF TIIE N'El'II ITES COXTJNUED-'fllE DI\.ISIO;:-: I�TO 
'fRIBES-TIIE ::\IESSIANJC DISPEXS.\TI0::--.--1' I IE  FI::--.-.-\ L  
co::--.- \TLSIO�. 

vVE CAN well understand that th e originating 01· 

primal cause of the destruction of the ?\ephi te  
republic was the corrn ption of  the peopl e, especially of 
those \\·hose duty it was to ad111i11ister the law. 1"'his 
class, being greedy for power, formed a secret com bi na
tion (as those of old time) to establish a kingdo111 ; and 
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as a 111eans to this end, they had the chief j udge 
assassinated, while they selected a 111an nmned Jacob 
for their king. These royalists, or king111en, were not 
as snccessfnl in obtaining the sy111pathy of the 111ajor
ity of the people as they anticipated; they therefore 
decided to re111ove in a body to the uorthern1nost part 
of the land, and there establish the 111onarchy. This 
design they successfully carried out. Those who re-
1nai11ed at ho111e fayored the division of the people into 
tribes, and there being none strong enough to effec
tually oppose this suicidal policy, the republic beca111e .a 
thing of the past. 

The organization of these tribes was evidently on 
the patriarchal principle; the head, or 1nost influential 
1ne111ber of a fa1nily, gathered his ki11s111en around 
hi11 1 .  The historian states : And the people were 
divided one against another, and they did separate one 
fro111 another, into tribes, every 1nan according to his 
fa111ily, and his kindred, and friends. 

Each of these tribes chose a chief, leader, or ruler; 
as it is written : And every tribe did appoint a chief, or 
leader over the111 ; and thus they became tribes and 
leaders of tribes. Now behold, there was no n1an 
an1ong then1, save he had 1nuch fa111ily, and 111a11 y  kin
dreds and friends. 

The laws of the various tribes \\'ere not unifonu, 
but there was a general nnde_rsta11di11g by which they 
preYented the outbreak of actual war. It  is stated that 
in the thirty-first year (after Christ), �fhey had come to 
an agreen1e11t that they would not go to war one with 
another; but they were not united as to their laws, and 
their n1anner of goven1111ent, for they were established 
according to the 111inds of those who were their chiefs 

22 



358 STORY OF THE BOOK OF 11OR)IO�. 

and their leaders. But they did establish Yery strict 
laws that one tribe should not trespass against another, 
inson1uch that in son1e degree they had peace in the 
land. 

The destruction of the wicked, the , ·isits of the 
crucified Redeemer, the ministry of his disciples, the 
universal acceptance of the fuluess of the gospel by 
the people througho1.1t the length and breadth of the 
land, brings us to a time when there was no need of 
civil law; for all 111e11 liYed aboye the law, being con
trolled and guided at all ti1nes by the higher law of 
heaYen. There was no need of courts of law, for there 
,,·ere no disputations or contentions. No j ndges or 
111agistrates were required, for there were no offenders 
or offenses. There ,vere neither envyings, nor strifes, 
nor tumults, nor whoredoms, nor lyings, nor thefts, nor 
Yiolence, nor nnnders. For the Joye of God dwelt in 
the hearts of the people; they all dealt justly one wi�b 
another ; te111ptation was removed; they had all things 
in con11non ;  they were one, the children of Christ, and 
heirs to the I(i11gdon1 of God. 

It has been said, Happy are the people who have 
no history ; and thrice happy were the �ephites of this 
era, whose history was one of continued peace and j oy. 
\Vell 111ay it be written of them, There could not be a 
happier people among all the people who had been 
created by the hand of God. \Ve can scarcely conceiYe 
of such a people on this fallen world of ours; an entire 
continent on which dwelt perfect peace; people a111011g 
whom there were 110 rich, 110 poor- all were alike ; a 
race in whose hearts dwelt the sweet influence of the 
Spirit of God, the wisdom of which i1ln111ined eyery 
111ind. I-low they must have increased ; how they 11111st 
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hrn·e prospered ; how they covered the land "·ith 111il
lions of hu111an souls; how the arts and sciences 111ust 
have been de,·eloped; and how greatly 11111st true and 
hea,·enly knowledge have been spread abroad ! The 
law of 1Ioses was no longer observed, bnt the holy 
priesthood, after the order of the Son of God, 111inis
tered in 1uight in their 111idst ; the faith of the people 
1nade angels their frequent visitors; the purity of each 
life caused the Holy Spirit to be the constant con1pan
ion of every soul. This happy, glorious state of 
holiness continued a full two hundred years, and then 
c0111111enced the decline of the nation; rapid indeed was 
its descent, and great was its fall. 

The first signs of the decrease in the righteousness 
of the people, recorded in the Book of J\Ionuou, were : 
That s0111e becan1e 1 i fted up in pride; these took to 
wearing costly apparel, jewels, and the fine things of 
the world. The people ceased to ha,·e their goods and 
their substance iu comn1011. They began to be diYided 
into classes ; rich and poor appeared. They co111111enced 
to deny portions of the gospel, and to build up churches 
to suit their peculiar ideas; others began to deny the true 
Church of Christ. They ad1ninistered that which was 
sacred (te111ple ordinances) to the unworthy; and before 
long they devised all manner of wickedness, and co111-
111enced to persecute the servants of God, e,·en to death, 
when pennitted to do so by the powers that rule in the 
heavens. 

Thus 111atters went on, growing worse eyery year, 
until the people were again diYided into two nations, 
l\ephites and La111anites, with their old traditions and 
ways; which, as was natural, ulti111ately cuhninated 
in war; and such a war ! For savageness, brutality, 
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and utter devilishness, we doubt if it was e\'er equalled 
in this suffering world. But it is not our province in 
this chapter to enter into historical details. The law is 
our subj ect, and of that we can say little. If it were 
possible to conceive of snch a contradiction, ,,·e should 
say that the law of anarchy reigned supre111e. :\light , 
111ade right ; and the 111ore n u1nerous Lan1anites ulti-
111ately overcaine and annihilated their Kephite breth
ren. \Ve can well conceive of the nature of the laws 
during the fierce struggle that preceded this dire cala111-
ity, front the light of this nation's pre,·ious history ; 
they were 110 doubt fran1ed, enacted and administered 
for the benefit of the rich and the strong, and to the 
injury of those in ·whose bosoms burned one lingering 
spark of righteousness. The history of the Nephites, 
fron1 beginning to end, fully justifies the saying of the 
wise n1a11, Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a 
reproach to any people. 

CHAPTER LXIV. 

'!'HE :\lONEY OF THE XEPIIITES-'l'HEIR COIN�-BARI.EY THE 
STANDARD (IF VALUE. 

IN 'THE early days of the Nephite nation, when its 
people were strnggliug to develop their own pecu

liar and distincti,·c civil ization, each province, district 
or even city had its particular standards of weights, 
111easures and 111011cy. This state of affairs frequently 




