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lent a senum of silver, for each day that they were
thus ewmployed. As the Nephites had changed the
nanmes and values of their coins from the old Hebrew
standards, we have no dire¢t way of judging from the
record how liberally these officers were remunerated.
Lawyers, also, were hired and appointed by the people
to adimmster the law at the tinie of their trials; it is
presumable these acted in behalf of the republic some-
what in the capacity of prosecuting attorneys of the
United States. If trial by jury was in vogue among
the Nephites, we have not been able to find any refer-
ence to that method; indeed the evidence is altogether
in favor of the idea that the judge decided as to the guilt
or mmmnocence of the accused, and, if adjudged guilty,
passed sentence on the.culprit. The corruption of
these lawyers and judges early becaine, in some por-
tions of the land, a foundation for the destruction of
the goverimment.

When the chief judge was eleéted he took an oath
of office, and 1t 1s presmmable that the lesser officers
did the same. The nature of that oath can be easily
understood by referring to the case of Pahoran. He
was appointed chief judge and governor over the peo-
ple, with an oath and sacred ordinance to judge right-
eously, and to keep the peace, and the freedom of the
people, and grant unto thein their sacred privileges to
worship the Lord their God; yea,to support and main-
tain the cause of God in all his days, and to bring the
wicked to justice, according to their crimes.

The punishment of corruption, or malfeasance in
office, was specially provided for. King Mosiah ex-
plains the provisions of the law on this subjeét in the
following language: And now if ye have judges and
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pelled Moroni to set his Lamanite prisoners to work, 1s
referred to in somewhat of an apologetic tone. \Vhen
such prisoners attempted to escape, they were slain by
their guards. \e have numerous instances where
prisoners were released on parole, or on their giving
such promises as were thought necessary to the Nephite
general.

It frequently happened, during the days of the
Judges, that the Nephites, in some of their periodical
spasms of apostasy and wickedness, would clammor for
changes to be made i their just and wise laws, in a
manner to better suit their degraded habits and course
of life. \When the majority of the people were on the
side of righteousness, these attempts were in vain.
\When wickedness abounded, the corrupt majority car-
ried their points. The record of their history shows
that 1n the sixty-second year of the Judges (B. C. 30)
they had altered and trampled under their feet the laws
of Mosiah, or that which the Lord had commanded him
to give unto the people; and that their laws had become
corrupted, and they had grown wicked hke unto the
Lamanites. Seven years later the corruption of the
people had become pitiable. The Gadianton robbers
were filling the judgment seats, having usurped the
power and authority of theland: Laying aside the com-
mandments of God, and not in the least aright before
him; doing no justice unto the children of men; con-
demmning the righteous because of their righteousness;
letting the guilty and the wicked go unpunished,
because of their money; and moreover to be held
office at the head of government to rule and do accord-
g to their wills, that they might get gain and glory
of the world; and moreover that they mught the more








