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CHAPTER LVII I .  

AGRICt;LTt:RE Al\IOKG THE NEl'HITES-GRAI�S-STOCK RAIS
ING- IRRIGATIO�. 

NO SOONER had Lehi and his 1itt1e colony arri\'ed 
on the pro111ised land than they co111111enced the 

cultivation of the soil, planting therein the seeds they 
had brongh t with then1 fro111 the land of J ndea, which, 
to their great joy, yielded abundantly. The grains and 
fruits of the Asiatic co11ti11e11t were found to flourish 
as 1nxnriantly in the soil o f  An1erica as in their nati\·e 
land. This not only held good in the land of the 
Nephites' first inheritance, but also in the laHds of 
their later possession-Nephi, _ Zarahe111la, etc., as all 
through the Book of :\ Iormon we ha\·c occasional rcfer
e11ccs (incidental to the story of their history) to the 
success that attended their fanning operations. Nor 
111ust it be imagined that their business \\'as carried 011 

in the pri111iti\'c 111a1111er that characterizes the labors 
of Lan1a11 1s degen erate desce11da11ts to-day. Agricul-
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tural 111achinery, and all 111a1111er of tools of every kind 
to till the ground, are 111e11tio11ed by 1uore than one 
writer. 

Of cereals, corn, wheat and barley appear to have 
been, as in the laud of their forefathers, the staple 
crops. If we n1istake not, oats are never 1ue11tioned in 
the Bible, nor is rye spoken of 111ore than once or 
twice. In the Book of 1Ior111011 we have 110 recollection 
of the 111e11tion of either of these grains. On the other 
hand they appear to have cultivated. grains with which 
we are unacquainted, known to the111 by the 11a111es of 
neas and sheun1. Had there been any English equiva
lents to these words, we should doubtless have had 
the1n as in other cases, instead of the original Nephite 
naines. . 

All kinds of frnit flourished under their careful 
cultivation. Special reference is several ti1nes n1ade to 
vineyards and grape culture, as well as to the 111an ufac
tnre of wine. Like the 1noder11s, they understood the 
secret of fortifying or strengthening it with liquor or 
alcohol, of which knowledge they took advantage when 
paying tribute to the Lainanites, in cases when they 
intended to escape fro111 their taskn1asters while the 
latter were under the influence of this intoxicating 
drink. 

It is evident fro111 the sacred record that the 
Nephites carried on their farming very nn1ch in the 
sa111e 111a11ner, and for very 1nuch the sa111e reasons, as 
the early settlers in Utah. When a new colony was 
planted, a town or village was built in a suitable loca
tion, s0111ewhat after the st:yle of our early forts. This 
city or settlen1ent was generally na111ed after the 
founder or the leader of the colony. The fanning land 



3 2 2  STORY OF THE BOOK O F  �lOR:\1O::'.\. 

contiguous was called b)' the sa111e 11a111e. The land 
was tilled in eYery convenient place around the city, and 
when the La111anites appeared, or other danger threat
ened, the people retreated into their place of refuge, in 
the center of their lands. As an exan1ple, ,Ye '"ill cite 
the case of the followers of Ahna, in the land of 
He1atn. \Vhen the anny of the Lanianites 111ade their 
unweko1ne appearance, the people were 111ostly engaged 
i11  tilling the soil. At the con1i11g of the dreaded foe 
they gathered \Yith all haste into the city to a\\ ·ait de
ye1opn1e11ts and to receive the counsel their wise, brave 
and good leader n1ight give then1. By his adYice, the 
111eu went out of the city in a body, and 111ade a treaty 
with the Lan1anites, which the latter, as soon as their 
purpose ,Yas accom pl is heel, failed to keep. 

I t  is probable that in 1nany parts of the continent 
so111e syste111 of irrigation was adopted to raise the 
crops. Bnt this was not necessary in all portions of 
the Nephite possessions ;  we are inclined to think it was 
not so in the cu1tiYated portions of the Yalley of the 
Sidon. Certain it is that when the righteous Nephi 
(the father of one of the Twelve Apostles chosen by 
J esus fron1 a111ong the Israel of this western conti-
nent) called upon the Lord, at his request a famine 
·desolated the land. The sacred historian records : For 
the earth was s111itte11 that it was dry, and did not yield 
forth grain in the season of grain. But when the 
people had repented and Nephi had pleaded in their 
behalf, it is written, And it ca111e to pass in the seventy
sixth year ( I3 .  C. 16 ) ,  the Lord did tnrn away his auger 
fro111 the people, a11cl cansed that rain shonld fa11 11 pon 
the earth, insomuch that it did bring forth her fruit in 
the season of her frnit. . i-\nd it caine to pass that it 
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did bring forth her grain in the season of her grain. 
"\Ve j udge fron1 this that in those days the Nephite 
agriculturist depended on the direct rains fro111 heayen ;
for it appears that in the same year that they fell, the 
grain harYest ,vas reaped, and the fruit han ·est gath
ered. But it is unsafe to fonn positive theories on 
these points, until " ·e fully understand the great 
changes that took place 011 the face of the land, with 
consequent alterations of clin1ate, etc., at the time of 
the awful convulsions that attended the crucifixion of 
our Lord and Savior. 

Except iu the days of their excessi, ·e pride and 
ungodly arrogance, the calling of the agriculturist 
a1nong the Nephites was a most honorable one, as in 
truth it should be an1011g all people. King 11osiah, 
the beloYed, re111inded the people that, to preYent their 
taxes being grievous, he hi111self did till the earth for 
his support, and to 111aintai11 the expenses of the 111011-
archy. "\Vith this royal exa111ple, it is no wonder that 
the fanner and the horticulturist were esteemed 
a1nong the greatest of nature's 11oble111en. 

The Nephites were also successful stock-raisers; 
their flocks and herds fanned no inconsiderable portion 
of their wealth. The abundance of their horned stock, 
sheep, goats, wild goats1 horses, fatlings, etc., is fre
quently referred to. To this industry the La111anites, 
who were great n1eat-eaters, also gaye considerable 
attention. It was a business that suited their se111i-ciY
ilization. It did not tie the111 down so con1pletely to one 
spot, as did agriculture and 111anufactnre. But it is a 
notable fact that whenever any bodies of La111anites 
passed oYer to the Nephites, they not only adopted the 
latter >s religion and faith, but also their 1110de of 1h·ing, 
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and became skilled in the pursnits of industry. As an 
exa111ple, we read, in the days of the J udges, of 111any 
of these people j oining the people of An11non (their 
fonner brethren), when they did begin to labor exceed
ingly, tilling the gronnd, raising all 111anner of grain, 
and flocks and herds of eyery kind. 

CHAPTER LIX. 

SCIE�CE .-\�D LITERAT-CRE A:\IO:NG THE �El'HITES-THEIR 
ASTROKO:\IY AND GEOGRAPHY - THE LE.-\.R�I�G OF 
EGYPT. 

THE NEPHITES were unusually happy in having, 
as the founders of their nation, 1ne11 who were not 

only ,vise in the ways of the Lord, but also learned in 
the knowledge of the world. l\Iost races that haYe 
made a 111ark in history have had to grope their way 
for centuries fro111 darkness to light, fro111 ignorance to 
knowledge. Little by little such races haYe ad,·anced 
in the path of civilization, falling into 1nanifold errors, 
and connuitting grievous blunders. \\Tith Lehi aud 
his posterity it was not so. They were taken fro111 the 
111idst of a people who were snrronnded by the 111ost 
powerful and refined nations of antiquity, with whose 
wisdo111 and learning Lehi was undoubtedly well 
acq uain tcd. \Ve can readily concei \'C that the Lord, in 
planting this 111ighty and Yigorous offshoot of the house 
of Joseph, 011 the richest and 111ost fa yo red land of all 
the world, would not only choose one of his most faith-




