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STORY OF THE BOOK OF MORMON. 319

portation are not described. They were very rich in
horses, and doubtless made use of them as beasts of
burden. The fact that large bodies of this people made
extended journeys in their various migrations and col-
onizings, is beyond dispute. From one family they
filled a continent, or more properly two continents.
The use of ships is not mentioned until the middle of
the last century before the Christian era. These were
then used in conveying iinmigrants, lumber, provisions,
etc., to the northern continent; the first ship-building,
of which we have an account, having been done at the
settlements mnear the Isthius of Panama, to which
point good roads had by that tiime been constructed.
In the earlier history of the Nephites it is probable
that most of their material was transported on pack
animals, as 1s done to-day in the regions then inhabited
by them. Inthe dense tropical vegetation of the wil-
derness, and along the mountain slopes of the Andes,
road-making was difficult and expensive, and packing
on the backs of animals (say the horse, the mule, the
llaia, the alpaca, etc.,) was the cheapest and most con-
venient to a comparatively poor and small people.

Chariots are mentioned but seldom. The Laman-
ite momnarch, Lamoni, had his horses and chariots, to
which reference 1s more than once made; and in after
years, when the Nephites gathered with all they pos-
sessed 1nto one place, to defend themselves against the
Gadianton robbers {(seveuteen years after the birth of
Christ), they removed their provisions, grain, etc., by
means of vehicles called chariots. ‘These are the only
instances, of which the writer remembers, where vehi-
cles of any kind are spoken of 1 the Book of Mormon,
in connection with the inhabtants of this continent.





