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STORY OF THE BOOK OF MORMON. 309

when they were few in numbers, they seem for a time to
have been tainted with some of the social vices of
the degenerate people from whom the Lord had
separated them. They comuitted great immmoralities
and took wives for utterly unworthy purposes, and with-
out the fear of the Lord before their eyes; and after
they had taken them, they frequently abused or neg-
leéted them, until their suffering cries came up before
the Eternal One, and heaven forbade any man among
them taking more than one wife, but adding this pro-
viso: For if I will, saith the Lord of Hosts, raise up
seed unto e, I will command my people; otherwise
they shall hearken to these things. This injundtion,
we are of the opinion, was afterwards removed,and the
foreshadowed command given, as is evident from the
later history of the Nephites, that in a better era of
their national life polygamy was sandétioned by the law
and practised among themi, and that, indeed, by the
men most favored of God. As an example, we will cite
the prophet Amulek, the devoted friend and zealous
fellow laborer of the younger Alma; the only man 1in
all the vast city of Ammonthah to whom an angel was
sent, and 1n whose behalf mighty miracles -vere
wrought. He expressly mentions his women, and as
he places them next to himself and before his children,
his father and all his other kinsfolk and kindred, and
nowhere uses the word wife or wives, i1t is evident that
his wives were meant and not serving women. No one,
surely, would argue that he wonld give to the latter
the place of honor in his address to his fellow citizeus,
before his parents and his children. As another
instance, the great number of Chief Judge Pahoran’s

sons is incidentally mentioned.
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