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whose death the three days of unexampled, nupenetra-
ble darkness had been a sign.

While thus engaged a strange, sweet voice fell
upon their ears, yet it pierced them to the centre, that
their whole frames treinbled. At first they wist not
what it said or whence it came; nor even when the
words were again repeated did they understand. But
when they came a third time they understood their
glorious mport, and knew that 1t was the voice of God.
He said unto theim, Behold my beloved Son, in whom I
am well pleased, in whom I have glorified my name:
hear ye him. Obedient to this heavenly voice they cast
their eyes upward, and to their joyous astonishment
beheld the Messiah, clothed in a white robe, coming
out of heaven.

Even yet they did not comprehend who it was,
but thought him an angel. As he descended to the
earth and stood in their mdst, their wondering eyes
were all turned towards hiim, but for awe not a month
was opened or a limb moved. Then the Redeemer
stretched forth his hand and said unto the multitude:
Behold I am Jesus Christ, whoin the prophets testified
should come into the world; and behold, I am the life
and light of the world; and I have drunk out of the
bitter cup which the Father hath given to ine, and have
glorified the Father in taking upon me the sins of the
world, in the which I have suffered the will of the
Father in all things from the beginning.

Then the whole multitude fell to the earth, they
remembered the sayings of the prophets, they realized
that their God stood in the midst of them.

Again the risen Redeemer spake: Arise, said he,
and come forth unto me, that yon may thrust your
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noticeable in the wording of the instructions, but as a
rule these diffierences are trivial, the advantage being
with the Nephites, whose greater faith drew from the
Savior deeper truths than Judah had received, or caused
him to display greater manifestations of his om-
nipotence and boundless love. From the believers
he would turn to the Twelve, and give them special 1n-
structions as his ministers, then again he would shed
forth his words of mercy, truth and divine wisdom upon
the multitnde; and by and by again address the disci-
ples. So he continued day by day until all was re-
vealed, either to the multitude or to the Thwelve, that
was necessary for the eternal salvation of the obedient.

Sonie have wondered why Jesus should have given
so many of the same teachings to the Nephites as he
did to the Jews. The reason i1s that those teachings
were perfeét and could not be improved. They were
universal, that is, they were adapted to the wants of
all peoples, whether of Israel or of the Gentiles,
whether of Jndah or Joseph. They were a portion of
the everlasting gospeland had to be preached to all the
world as a witness, to those who dweltin America as well
as to those of Asia, Africa and Europe. Thus we find in
the teachings given to the Nephites what we teru
the first principles of the gospel—faith, repentance
and baptisin; we also find those divine lessous of love,
truth, humility and duty that glorified the Savior’s
“Sermon on the Mount.” As we rapidly pass through
these instruétions we shall find how entirely adapted
they are to the needs of all men who desire to live a
godly life in Christ Jesus.





