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land, re,·ealing to the astonished eyes of the snn·iyors 
how great had been the convulsions that had shaken 
the earth. "\\rhe11 the darkness passed away the earth 
ceased to tre111ble, the rocks were no longer rent, 
the dreadful groa11i11gs ceased, and the tnn1n1tno11s 
noises ended. 1'hen nature was again at peace, and 
peace filled the hearts of the living ; their 111ourning 
was turned to praise, and their j oy was in Christ their 
Deliverer. 

CHAPTER X LIII. 

CHRIST APPEARS IN THE LAND BOl')tfIFUL-THE TESTDIO);'Y 
OF THE FATHER-JESl'S CALLS TWEL\'E DISCIPLES­
HIS TEACHI�GS TO THE:\! A�D TO THE ::\ll"LTITl'DE. 

S01IE Tll\IE after the tribulations that 111arked the 
sacrifice of the Lord of l ife and glory, exactly how 

long we know not, a 111nltitnde assen1bled near the 
te111ple, which was in the land Bountiful. The sacred 
building, i t  see111s, was not destroyed in the late o,·er­
wheltning convulsions. Possibly 111any of the high 
priesthood had asse111bled there to call upon the Lord, 
and to officiate in the duties of their calling. At any 
rate, those whom J esns dee1ned worthy to be his twelve 
disciples had, by some inspiration, gathered there. "\\Tith 
the rest of the n1u1titnde they conversed 011 the 111an·el­
ons cha11ges that had been wrought by the desolating 
earthquakes and their attendant horrors. 'fhey also 
spake one to another with regard to the Savior, of 



STORY OF THE BOOK OF �lOR:\lON. 255  

whose death the three days of unexa111pled, impenetra­
ble darkness had been a sign. 

vVhile thus engaged a strange, sweet \'oice fell 
upon their ears, yet it pierced then1 to the centre, that 
their whole fran1es tre1nbled. At first they wist not 
what it said or whence it came ; nor even when the 
words were again repeated did they understand. But 
when they ca111e a third ti1ne they understood their 
glorious in1port, and knew that it was the voice of God. 
He said unto the111, Behold 111y beloved Son, in who111 I 
a111 well pleased, in whom 1 have glorified 1ny 11a1ne : 
hear ye hin1. Obedient to this heavenly voice they cast 
their eyes upward, and to their j oyous astonishment 
beheld the l\1essiah, clothed in a white robe, c0111ing 
out of heaven. 

Even yet they did not con1prehend who it was, 
but thought hi111 an angel. As he descended to the 
earth and stood in  their 1nidst, their wondering eyes 
were all turned towards hin1, but for awe not a 111011th 
was opened or a li1nb 111oved. Then the Redeen1er 
stretched forth his hand and said unto the 1nultitnde : 
Behold I a1n Jesus Christ, who111 the prophets testified 
should come into the world ; and behold, I an1 the life 
and light of the world ; and I have drunk out of the 
bitter cup �vhich the Father hath given to 111e, and have 
glorified the Father in taking upon 111e the sins of the 
world, in  the which I have suffered the will of the 
Father in all things from the beginning. 

Then the ,,.,hole multitude fell to the earth, they 
ren1en1 bered the sayings of the prophets ,  they realized 
that their God stood in the 1nidst of the111. 

Again the risen Redee111er spake : Arise, said he, 
and c01ne forth unto 111e, that yon 111ay thrust your 
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hands into 111y side, and also that ye 111ay feel the 
prints of the nails in 111y hands and in n1y feet, that ye 
111ay kno,,· that I am the God of Israel aud the God of 
the who1e earth, and haYe been slain for the sins of 
the world. 

Now they who heard 11i111 fro111 the first to the last 
went forth and assu red the111seh·es that it was he of 
whom the prophets had spoke11. Then \\·ith shouts of 
praise they cried : Hosanna ! blessed be the nan1e of 
the 1Iost High God. And they fell down at his feet 
and worshiped hin1. 

Jesus next called Nephi to hin1, then eleven others, 
and ga,·e them authority to baptize the people, at the 
sa111e ti1ne strictly charging the1n as to the mann�r in 
which they perfonued this ordinance, that all disputes 
on this point 111ight cease among the belieyers. The 
11a111es of the T,,,elve whotn he chose were: Nephi ,  his 
brother Ti1110thy, whon1 he had beforetime raised fro111 
the dead, also his son Jonas, and :\Iathoni, 1Iathonihah, 
K umen , K n111eno11hi, Jeremiah, She11111011, J 011as, Zede­
kiah aud Isaiah. Tl1ese Tweh·e are to sit in the great 
day of j udgn1ent as the judges of the seed of Lehi, 
and be then1seh·es j udged by the Tweh·e Apostles 
who1n Jesus had called fron1 among the Jews. 

After Jesus had chosen the Tweh·e, he co111111e11ced 
to teach the peop1e the principles of the fu lness of the 
gospel. Step by step he led them over the sa111e pre­
cious ground of universal truth as he had done his 
followers in the temp1e at J erusale111, by the shore of 
the Sea of Ca1i1ee, a11d on the hillsides of J 11dea and 
Samaria. Sometimes, thro11gh the difference of the 
inspired translation of the Book of l\Iormon a11d the 
wordly-wise one of the Bible, a slight difference is 
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noticeable in the wording of the instructions, but as a 
rule these differences are triYial, the advantage beiug 
with the Nephites, whose greater faith drew fro111 the 
Savior deeper truths than Judah had received, or caused 
hi111 to display greater 111anifestations of his 0111-
nipotence and boundless love. Fro111 the belieYers 
he would turn to the Twelve, and give then1 special in­
structions as his 111inisters, then again he would shed 
forth his words of 111ercy, truth and divine wisdon1 upon 
the 1nnltitnde ; and by and by again address the disci­
ples. So he continued day by day until all was re­
vealed, either to the 111ultitude or to the Twelve, that 
was necessary for the eternal salvation of the obedient. 

S0111e have wondered why J esns should have given 
so 111any of the sa1ne teachings to the Nephites as he 
did to the Jews. The reason is that those teachings 
were perfect and could not be iruproYed. They were 
universal, that is, they were adapted to the wants of 
all peoples, whether of Israel or of the Gentiles, 
whether of J ndah or Joseph. They were a portion of 
t�e everlasting gospel and had to be preached to all the 
world as a witness, to those who dwelt i n  A111erica as well 
as to those of Asia, Africa and Europe. Thus we find in 
the teachings given to the Nephites what we tenu 
the first principles of the gospel- faith, repentance 
and baptis111; we also find those divine lessons of love, 
truth, htnnility and duty that glorified the Savior's 
"Sennon on the 1Iount. " As ·we rapidly pass through 
these instructions we shall find how entirely adapted 
they are to the needs of all men who desire to Jive a 
godly life i n  Christ Jesus. 
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