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edge of mankind.: That he did not return to the dwell-
ing-places of humanity is testified to by his son some
ten years afterwards.

Six hundred years had now passed since Lehi and
his companions left Jerusalem. The time had arrived,
of which Samuel the Lamamnite and other prophets had
borne testimony, when the phenomena should appear
to bear witness of the birth of the Son of God. As the
day drew near, signs and miracles increased among the
people. But the hardened in heart, who were ever on
the watch to entrap those who believed in the words of
the prophets, began to circulate the idea that the time
had passed and the prophecies had failed. Not content
with mocking and reviling those who were anxiously
looking for the promised two days and a night when
there should be no darkmness, they went so far as to
appoint a day when all who believed 1n the coming of
the Savior should be slain, except the sign be first
given.

This gross wickedness caused Nephi great sorrow,
his only recourse was to heavein. Before God, in
mighty prayer, he bowed in behalf of his imperiled
people. All the day long he continued his earnest
supplications. At last the word of the Anommted One
came unto him, saying, Lift up your head and be of
good cheer, for behold the time is at hand, and on this
night shall the sign be given, and on the morrow come
I into the world, to show unto the world that I will ful-
fil all that which I have caused to be spoken by the
mouth of my holy prophets. As was thus declared,
so was i1t fulfilled, for at the going down of the sun it
was as light as day, and so continued until the morn-
when the sun agam rose in its usual course. A
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new star had also appeared in the heavens. Then the
faithful rejoiced, their hearts were full to overflowing,
they knew that their Redeemer "vas born, and that the
great plan of salvation had entered its most glorious
phase; God, the great Jehovah, was tabernacled in the
flesh. But the wicked quaked with awful dread, they
realized the extent of their iniquity, they sensed that
they were murderers at heart, for they had plotted to
take the lives of the righteous, and in the terror that

THE, NEW STAR.

this overwhelming sense of their piteous condition
wrought, they sank to the earth as thongh they were
dead.

Many now believed who previously had scorned
the divine messages that the prophets bore; but others,
inspired of Satan, as soon as they recovered from the
fright which the appearance of the promised signs had
produced, began to explain them away, and, by various
lying rnmors, endeavored to nullify the good that had
been done in the hearts of many. Others again com-
menced to teach that it was no longer expedient to
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observe the laws of Moses drawing their conclusions
from a false interpretation of the scriptures. Not-
withstanding these efforts of the evil one, Nephi
and others went forth among the people preaching,
baptizing many, and bringing a short period of peace
to the land.

But those who were righteous were not strong
enough to overcome the vast hosts of Gadianton robbers,
who, time and tinie again, swarmed froin their mountain
retreats, and carried carnage, rapine and desolation to
the homes of both Nephites and Lamanites.

Year by year these marauding bands repeated
their incursions. Sometimes one party conquered,
sometimes the other. This condition of affairs kept the
people in such a state of terror and anxiety that life
grew a burden to them. Still they repented not in
sincerity of heart, and their many afflidtions were per-
mitted by the Lord because of their iniquity.

Sogreat was the misery entailed by these invasions,
that the chief judge, Lachoneus, at last determined to
gather all the people into one place, and by a policy of
masterly inactivity wear out or starve out the invaders.
We can scarcely understand how terrible mmust have
been the inisery endured by the nation at this time, to
have caused the conception and execution of such a
measure. Can we picture to ourselves the scenes that
must have occurred as the people of two continents
converged to one gathering place? From the shores of
the great lakes 1n the north, from the stormy Atlantic
seaboard, from the coast where the mild Pacific ebbs
and flows, from the regions of the southern Andes, the
migrating hosts flowed together to Zarahemla and
Bountiful, the lands sele¢ted as the temmporary gather-











