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demoralizing effedts.  Murders, contentions, dissen-
sions and all manner of iniquity had become rife, and
the hearts of the pecople had become hardened. Yet
not altogether so, for there were some who acknowl-
edged the hand of the ILord in all their affli¢ions.
These humbled themselves in the depths of humility;
and because of the prayers of the righteous, the people
were spared.

Such was the state of affairs when Helamau went
forth to call the people to repentance and set the
church in order. Inthis blessed work he had much
success, and with the help of his brethren he again
established the Church of God throughout all the
land. These labors he continued nntil the time of his
death, and his joy therein was greatly increased by the
continued faithfulness of the people. They, notwith-
standing their abundant prosperity, which, as ever,
followed their repentance, remained hmmble, fervent in
prayer and diligent in welldoing. Such was the happy
condition of the people of Nephiwhen Helaman died
(B. C. 57), he haviug survived his illustrious father
sixteen years. Shiblon, at the death of his brother,
took possession of the sacred things that had been
delivered unto Helaman by Alma, and held them for
four years.

The next year (B. C. 36) the valiant Moroni, one
of the greatest and most virtuous of God’s sons,
passed away from this state of mortality to the glories
of eternity, at the early age of forty-three years. Some
time before his death he had given the chief connuand
of the armies of the Nephites to his sou, Moronihah,
who, from the history of later years, we judge to have
been a worthy son of so illustrious a sire.
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It was in the year B. C. 53 that Helaman took
charge of the sacred plates, etc. In the next year
Pahoran, the chief judge, died, which event gave rise to
serious contention amongst the Nephite people. Three
of his sous, named Palorau, Pacumeni and Paanchi,
were ambitious to fill the exalted position left vacant
by their father's death. Each had his adherents and
following, but, according to the national law, the matter
was decided by the voice of the people, and Pahoran
was chosen.

Pacumem assented to the decision of the citizens,
but Paanchi attempted to raise a rebellion, for which
crime he was arrested, tried by the law, and condeinned
todeath. Still the more wicked part of the conmmumty
supported his unlawful claims. These determined to
slay Pahoran, which resolve they carried into effeét, and
the chief judge was slain by an assassin named Kish-
kumen. This foul murder was committed while the
chief magistrate was sitting i the judgment seat
administering the law, but throligh the connivance of
the murderer’s associates in iniquity he escaped.

These lawless men bound themiselves together by
a secret oath and covenant, that they would never
divulge who was the murderer of Pahoran, and they
swore, by the most horrible oaths, one to another, to
conceal each other’s crimes, to aid and sustain each
other in their villanies, and to carry out the designs
and directions of their leaders. Over this band of con-
spirators, assassins and robbers, Gadianton stood as the
head.

The next year after Pahoran’s assassination, the
Lamanites invaded the lands of the Nephites. The
Lamanite armies were connnanded by a Nephite dissen-








