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CHAPTER XXXIII.

THE WAR IN THE SOUTHWEST—ANTIPI'S— HELAMAN AND
HIS TWO THOUSAND SONS—THEIR VALOR AND FAITH—
THE REPULSE OF THE LAMANITES.

HE WAR had been raging several years, and was
working disastrously to the Nephites, when.the
people of Ammon, feeling that they were a burden
rather than a help to their benefadtors, though indeed
they were not, desired to be released fron: their oath
and covenant never again to take up deadly weapons
against their fellows. They desired in this hour of
extreme peril to take up arws in defense of the liber-
ties of their adopted country. From this rash step
Helaman and his brethren dissuaded them, lest by so
doing they should i1mperil their eternal salvation.
But they had sons who had grown far towards man-
hood who had not entered into this covenant, and con-
sequently were not shut off from participating in the
dangers and the glories of the war. So with their
fathers’ and mothers’ consent, faith, prayers and words
of encouragement, two thousand of these youths were
mustered into the Nephite army (B. C. 66). These
striplings were all men of truth, faith, soberness and
integrity, and were conspicuous for their conrage,
strength and adtivity. Being orgamnized they desired
that Helaman, for whom they had great love and
respect, should be their leader. He consented, and at
their head imarched to the relief of the forces of the
republic that were struggling against considerable odds
on the southern borders of the Nephite domninions,
from the shores of the Pacific Ocean eastward.
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valor and impetuosity of the youthful Annnonites was
irresistible. ‘They fell on the Lamanite rear with a
daring and nuracnlous strength possessed only by men
who put their whole trust in God. Thus attacked in
the rear, the Lamanites innmnediately halted, changed
front, and threw their whole force against the Ammon-
ites. ‘The surviving officers of Antipus’ army, find-
ing that Helaman had comie to their rescue, stopped the
retreat, re-organized their scattered bands, and renewed
the attack. The Lamanites were compelled to suc-
cumib; they could not resist the desperate courage of
the Nephites that was driving them in at both front
and rear. Their legions all surrendered, and, by Hela-
man’'s orders, were sent as prisoners of war to Zara-
hemla.

And what about the young warriors of Anumon?
So great was their faith, so potent its workings, thajy
when, after the battle, Helaman called the roll of his
yonthful heroes, not one was missing. The faith sown
by their mothers’ words had borne fruit—they were all
preserved. To their undaunted prowess, for they
fought as if with the strength of God, the Nephites
unhesitatingly accorded the glory of the day.

Still the hardly-contested war continued. Six
thousand en, with provisions, reached Helaman from
Zarahemla and the regions' round about (B. C. 63),
besides sixty more yonng Amnmnmonites who had grown
sufficiently vigorous to assumie the hardships of mili-
tary life. The city of Cumeni shortly afterwards
surrendered through the want of provisions, their snp-
plies having been continuously cut off by Helaman’s
troops. This surrender threw so many prisoners on
the hands of the Nephites that they were unable to








