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STORY OF THE BOOK OF MORMON. 199

Jacob had left but a small force behind him, and all
wlho would not surrender were slain.

The Lamanites crowded after T'eancum in hot pur-
suit until theyv came nigh unto Bountiful, when they
were 1met by Lehi and the small force under his com-
mand. At his appearance the Lamanite captains fled
in confusion, lest they should be out-generaled and cut
off from their fortifications. Jacob’s warriors were
weary by reason of their long and hasty advance, while
Lehi’s soldiers were fresh and unfatigued. But Lehi
refrained from pressing too vigorously on his retreat-
ing foes, as his objedt was not to exhaust his men until
the hour of battle came, and he was anxious to avoid a
confliét till he and Moroni could at the same moment
attack the Lamanites in front and rear.

When Jacob drew near the city he found himself
confronted by the soldiers of Moroni, who closed in
around his warriors and barred their further progress
southward; while Lehi, putting forth his pent-up ener-
gies, fell with fury on their rear. \Weary and worn
though his troops were, Jacob would not surrender.
Whatever his faults wmay have been, and they were
undoubtedly nunierons, he had a resolute, unconquer-
able spirit that would hght to the last. He deter-
mined, if possible, to cut lis way through to Mulek.
With tlus imtent he made a desperate, though inef-
fectual, charge on Moroni’s lines. The Nephites being
fresh and unwearied, never wavered, but received the
shock firim as a rock upon which the waves of the
ocean break in vain. The battle here raged with
indescribable fierceness, and with heavy losses to both
sides. The wild Lamauites, in the frenzyv of despera-
tion, dashed with all their strength and prowess against








