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CHAPTER XXIX . 

. .\L:\IA'S CHARGE TO H IS SOXS - IIE TRAXSFERS TITH RECORDS 
TO IIELA.i.\L\X -IIB LE.A \·Es TI I IS \\"ORLD-ZEEZRO:\I'S 
LATTER D..\ YS-HET,A.i.\IAX'� l\IIXISTR.ATIO:NS. 

A L1IA was now growing old. X otwithstanding his 
unceasing efforts and fen·ent prayers, the N'ephites 

were again backsliding into 1111quity. To every 
Nephite city, and to eYery Nephite land he went or sent, 
to redye the gospel fires in the souls of the inhabitants. 
But 111any became offended because of the strictness of  
the gospel's laws, which forbade not only sin itself, but 
the Yery appearance of sin. As this feeling grew, 
Ahna's heart becatne exceedingly sorrowful and h e  
111ourned the depravity o f  his people. 

Like n1any of the ancient patriarchs, when they 
felt that their 111ortal career was drawing to its close, h e  
called his sons to hi111, and gave then1 his last charge 
and blessing ; speaking to each as the spirit of i nstruc­
tion and prophecy inspired. To Helan1an, his eldest, 
he transferred the custody · of the sacred plates, with 
111any words of warning and caution regarding then1. 
With hearts strengthened and renewed by the inspira­
tion of his fervent admonitions, his sons went forth 
a111011g the people ; nor could Aln1a h i111self rest while 
there was a sou1 to saYe or a wrong to n1ake right. He 
also went forth once agaiu, in the spirit of his holy 
ca11ing, and raised his \·oice in advocacy of the princi-. 
ples of the e,·erlasting gospel. 

It was in the nineteenth year of the J ndges · (B. C. 
7 3) ,  that Al111a took his beloYe<l son, Helan1an , a11d 
after having discovered, through divers questions, the 
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strength and integrity of his faith, he prophesied to 
hi111 of many important events in the distant future, 
especially with regard to the destruclion of the 
Nephites. ;fhis prophecy he commanded hi111 to record 
on the plates, bnt not to re,,eal to a11y oue. Alina 
then blessed Helaman, also his other sons; indeed he 
blessed all who should stand fin11 in the truth of Christ 
fro111 that ti111e forth. Shortly after this he departed 
out of the laud of Zarahenila, as if to go to the land of 
l\1elek, and was ne,·er heard of 111ore. Of his death 
and burial no 111en were \\ ·itnesses. Then the saying 
went abroad throughout the church that the Lord had 
taken hi111, as he beforeti1ne had taken :\loses. · This 
event occurred exaclly one hundred years fro111 the 
t i 1ne of the elder Ahna's birth. 

After the departure of Alma we learn no 111ore of 
the life of his associate Zeezrom, though his name and 
teachings are more than once referred to by later sen·­
ants of God. \Ve also read of a city of Zeezrom, and, 
as it was the c11ston1 of the Nephites to name their 
cities, towns and Yillages after whoe�:er founded the1n, 
it is highly probable that, in  the colonization of the 
country so vigorously carried on in the age that 
these 111e11 ]h·ed, he co111111e11ced the buildi1_1g of this 
place, and it would not be unreasonable to be1ie, ·e that 
he dwelt in the midst of its citizens as their high priest 
or c1nef judge. 

Alma's son Hela111a11 appears to have succeeded 
him as the pre�icling High Priest. After Alina's 
departure from this earth Hela111a11 and others went 
through the cities of the l\ephites and regulated the 
affairs of the church. Owing to the pride of many who 
would not gi\'c heed to the i11strucl:io11s giYe11 thc111, nor 
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walk uprightly, dissensions arose, which in after years 
led to 11u111erons evils, amoug the greatest of which was 
a long continued \\·ar, or series of wars, between the 
faithful Nephites on one side, and the ap9states, and 
afterwards the Lan1a11ites, on the other. Still, for four 
years, Helmnan and his associate priesthood were 
enabled to 111aintain order in the chnrch. I\Iany died in 
fnll faith of the gospel and in the j oyous hope of  its 
never-ending rewards; indeed, during that period there 
was 11n1ch peace and great prosperity enjoyed by those 
who re111ained faithful. 

CHAPTER XXX. 

Al\L-\LICKIAH - HIS APOSTASY AND TREASON - l\IOR00I 'S 
TITLE OF LIBERTY-THF. NEP I I I TES RESPOXD TO IIIS 
CALL- LEHONTI--HE JS POISONED RY .-DIALICKIAH­
THE KIXG OF THE LA1IAXITES TREACHEROl:SI,Y SLAIN­
Al\IALICKIAH MARRIES THE QGEEX AND I S  l'ROCl,ADIED 
KI�G-A DISASTROUS J,A:\IAXITE RAID. 

pEACE, however, was but short li,·ed. Internal dis-
sensions created by the intrigues of apostates 

and royalists convnlsed the X ephite c0111111u11ity. 
The rebels were led by a descendant of Zora111, the 
servant of Laban, nan1ed A111a1 ickiah, one of the 111ost 
ambitions, cunning and unscrupulous characl:ers that 
ever disgraced the history of ancient An1erica. It was 
a perilous day for the Nephite nation when this subtle 
creature bent all his brilliant energies to the fulfi1-
111ent of his a1nbitious drea111s. True, he had been a 




