BOOK OF MORMON CENTRAL
http://bookofmormoncentral.org/

Type: Book Chapter

Chapter XXIV

Author(s): George Reynolds

Source: The Story of the Book of Mormon

Published: Salt Lake City; Joseph Hyrum Parry, 1888
Pages: 151-162

Abstract: Alma Resigns the Chief Judgeship—Nephihah Chosen—Alma Ministers in
Zarahemla, Gideon, Melek and Ammonihah—Condition of the Last Named City—It Rejects
the Message Alma Bears—An Angel Meets Him—Amulek—The Lawyer Zeezrom—The
Great Controversy—Zeezrom Converted and Cast Out—The Martyrdom of the Believers—
Alma and Amulek in Prison—Their Deliverance



http://bookofmormoncentral.org/




152 STORY OF THE BOOK OF MORDMON.

of his calling as a preacher of righteousness. He
comnenced his labors in Zarahemila. Thence he went
to the city of Gideon. After ministering there tor
~some time, he returned for rest to his hoine in the capi-
tal city.

The next year (B. C. 82), Alma turned his face
westward. He visited the land of Melek, wliere his
labors were crowned with abundant blessings. Hav-
ing satisfied himself with the good that he had accom-
plished, he traveled three days’ journey on the north
of the land of Melek, to a great and corrupt city called
Amnonihah. There he found a godless people, filled
with the falsehoods of Nehor, and committing all
manuner of abominations without repentance, because
they cherished the flattering lie, as the foundation of
their creed, that all men would be saved. This city
was in the hands of a corrupt clique of judges and
lawyers, who stirred up sedition, tnmult and rioting,
that they might make money out of the suits that fol-
lowed such disturbances. Furtherthan this, they were
secretly plotting to overthrow the government, and rob
the people of their highly prized liberties. Amiong
such a people Alma labored in vain; mnone would
listen, none would obey, none offered him rest and food.
Scorn and mockery were his reward; and he was spat
upon, maltreated and cast out of the city.

Weary in body and sick at heart because of the
imiquity of the people, after imany fruitless efforts, fer-
vent prayers and long fastings, Alma sought some
other people niore worthy of salvation’s priceless gifts.
He bent his way towards the city of Aaron; but as he
journeyed, an angel of the Lord (that same angel that
beforetiime had ‘been the agent in his conversion to God)
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stood before him and blessed him. He told him to lift
up his heart and rejoice, for because of his faithfulness
he had great cause to do so. The angel then direéted
Alma to return to the sin-cursed city he had just left,
and proclaim unto its citizens the awful message that
except they repented the Lord would destroy then.

Speedily the prophet obeyed the angel’s words.
By another road he drew near the doomed city, which
he entered by 1its south gate. As he passed 1n he
hungered, and asked a man whom he met, \Will ye give
to an lmble servant of God something to eat? With
joy the man (and, strange though it appear, he was
a rich man) took him to his home and fed, clothed and
lodged him. Furthermore, Amulek, for such was his
name, told Alina that he also had received a visit from a
holy angel who had informed him of the high priest’s
coming, and direéted hnn to receive him into his house.
Then Alma blessed Amulek and all his household, and
tarried with him and recruited his strength under the
generous hospitality which Aimulek’s home afforded.
But his rest was not to be a lengthened one; the people
waxed stronger in sin; the cup of their iniquity was
nearly full. Go, came the word of the Lord, Go fortl,
and take with thee my servant Amulek, and prophesy
unto this people, saying, Repent ye, for thus saith the
Lord, Except ye repent, I will visit this people in mine
anger; yea, I will not turn my fierce anger away. Filled
with the Holy Ghost, these servants of God weunt forth
and valiantly delivered their terrible message.

Omne of those who most bitterly opposed Alima and
Amulek was a lawyer named Zeezrom. We find re-
corded at great length, in the Book of NMormo, the
details of the controversy that occurred between him
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In this frame of mind he made an effort to plead
with the people; he acknowledged his guilt, testified
to the virtue and integrity of Alina and Amulek and
- interceded in their behalf. DButin vain. The degraded
populace reviled him, they mocked at him, they said he
was possessed of a devil, and further, they spat on him,
then they cast stones at Irim, and ultimately, with some
others, drove hun out of their city; while the two
prophets, with immany who believed in their holy message,
were thrown into prison, there to suffer all the indigni-
ties, persecutions and annoyances that apostate hate
could infli¢. Nor was this the worst; these reprobates
took the wives and babes of those believers whom they
had driven away, with such as had accepted the truth
who still remained 1n the city, and, gathering them in
one body they mercilessly burned them to death in one
great martyrs’ fire. Into the torturing flames they
also cast the records that contained the holy scriptures,
as though, i their blind fury, they 1magined that they
could thereby destroy the truths that were so odious to
them.

In their devilish glee and savage exultation they
next carried the two enchained prophets to the place of
sacrifice, that they might harrow up their souls with
a view of the sufferings of the perishing women
and children. Amulek’s brave and impetuous spirit
could 111 bear the fearful sceme. The groaus, cries
and supplications of the tortured innocents carried un-
told agony to his soul. He begged Alma to execrcise
the power of God that was in them to save the martyrs.
But the Holy Spirit revealed to Alma that this sacri-
fice was by heaven's consent, and he replied, The
Spirit constraineth me that I mmst not stretch forth
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THE DELIVERANCE OF AILLMA AND AMULEK.








