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CHAPTER X XIV. 

AJ,l\IA RESIGXS THE CHIEF Jl'DGESHIP-NEPIUIJAH CIIOSF,.:-,.: 
-ALl\IA ::\IIXISTERS J >l' Z.-\RAHEl\ILA, GIDEON, .:\IELEK 
A�D Al\I:MONIHAH-CO�IHTIO-X OP THE LAST XA:\IED 
CITY - I T  REJ ECTS THE :\IESSAGH ALl\IA REARS-AX 
A�GF.L MEETS HI:M-A::\lULEK-THE LA WYER ZEEZRO::\I
'I'HE GREAT CO�TRO\'ERSY-ZEEZROl\I CONVERTED AND 
CAST OUT- TIIE l\L\RTYRDOl\I OP TIIE RELIE\'ERS
AL:\IA .-\ND .-\1\Il"LEK IN PRISO� -THEIR DELI\'ERA�CE. 

THE GREAT losses sustained ·by the Nephites in 
war, not of warriors alone, bnt of wo111e11 and 

children, together with the vast a111ount of their property 
destroyed, had the effect of hnn1bling then1 and soften
ing their wayward hearts, so that n1any thousands, 
during the next few years, were added to the church 
by baptis111. But the reco11ec1:ion of their forn1er dis
asters was gradually worn a"·ay by ti1ne and prosperity. 
Three years later "·e find great inequality in the 
chnrch -so111e poor and son1e rich, the 1110re powerful 
abusing and oppressing their weaker brethren. This 
course proYed a great stnn1bling-block to those who 
were not nun1bered with the church, as well as being 
the cause of 111uch sorrow and ill-feeling an10ngst its 
111e111bers. Finding that no one 111an could properly 
attend to the duties of his 111any offices, Al111a deter-
111i11ed to resign his chief j udgeship, and deYote his en
tire ti111e to his duties as the earthly head of the church. 
Preparatory to this resignation, he selected one of the 
leading elders, 1 1a111ecl :N�phihah, to be his successor as 
chief j udge. This choice was confirmed by the people. 
( B. C. 83 . )  

Ahua now gaye his entire attention to the duties 
JO 
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of his calling as a preacher of righteousness. He  
con1111enced his labors in Zarahen1la. Thence he  went 
to the city of Gideon. After 111inistering there tor 
so111e tin1e, he returned for rest to his ho1ne in the capi
tal city. 

The next year ( B. C. 82 ) ,  Aln1a turned his face 
westward. He visited the land of l\felek, where his 
labors were crowned with abundant blessings. Ha\·
ing satisfied hi111self with the good that he  had acco111-
plished, he  traveled three days' journey on the north 
of the land of l\Ielek, to a great and corrupt city called 
A111111011ihah. There he found a godless people, filled 
with the falsehoods of Nehor, and connnitting all 
n1an11er of abo1ninations without repentance, because 
they cherished the flattering lie ,  as the foundation of 
their creed, that all 111e11 1,yould be sa\'ed. This city 
was in the hands of a corrupt clique of j udges and 
lawyers, who' stirred up sedition, tn111ult and rioting, 
that they 111ight 111ake 111oney out of the snits that fol
lowed such disturbances. Further than this, they were 
secretly plotting to overthrow the gover11111ent, and rob 
the people of their highly prized liberties. An1011g 
such a people Aln1a labored in vain ; none would 
listen, none would obey, none offered hi111 rest and food. 
Scorn and 111ockery were his reward ; and he was spat 
upon, 111altreated and cast out of the city. 

Vv eary in body and sick at heart because of the 
iniquity of the people, after 1nany fruitless efforts, fer
,·ent prayers and long fastings, Ahua sought son1e 
0ther people 111ore worthy of sah·ation's priceless gifts. 
He bent his way towards the city of Aaron ; but as he 
journeyed, an angel of the Lord ( that sa111e angel that 
beforeti111e had ·been the agent in  his conversion to God) 
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stood before hi111 and blessed hin1. He told hi111 to lift 
up his heart and rejoice, for because of his faithfulness 
he had great cause to do so. The angel then directed 
Alina to return to the sin-cursed city he had j ust left ,  
and proclain1 unto its citizens the awful 111essage that 
except they repented t11e Lord would destroy then1. 

Speedily the prophet obeyed the angel's words. 
By another road he drew near the doo111ed city, which 
he entered by its south gate. As he passed in  he 
hungered, and asked a 111a11 who111 he 111et, "\Vill ye give 
to an hu111ble sen·ant of God so111ethi11g to eat ? With 
j oy the 1na11 ( and, strange though it appear, he was 
a rich 111an ) took hin1 to his ho1ne and fed, clothed and 
lodged hin1. Fnrthennore, A111ulek, for such was his 
na1ne, told Alina that he also had received a Yisit fro111 a 
holy angel who had inforn1ed hi111 of the high priest's 
coining, and directed hi111 to receive hi111 into his house. 
Then Aln1a blessed A111ulek and all his household, and 
tarried with hin1 and recruited his strength under the 
generous hospitality ,,·hich A111ulek's ho111e afforded. 
But his rest was not to be a lengthened one ; the people 
·waxed stronger in  sin ;  the cup of their iniquity was 
nearly ful l .  Go, can1e the word of the Lord, Go forth, 
and take with thee 111y servant An1ulek, and prophesy 
unto this people, saying1 Repent ye, for thus saith the 
Lord, Except ye repent, I will visit this people in n1ine 
anger ; yea, I will not turn 111y fierce anger away. Filled 
with the Holy Ghost, these servants of God went forth 
and Yaliantly del ivered their terrible 111essage. 

One of those who 111ost bitterly opposed Alina and 
An1ulek ,vas a lawyer na111ed Zeezro111. "\Ve find re
corded at great length, in the Book of l\tlon11011, the 
details of the controversy that occurred between hi111 
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and the two sen·ants of the Lord. As a result we 
ha,·e handed dow11 to us some of the plainest teachi11gs 
regarding the atone111e11t, the resurrection, the powers of 
the priesthood, etc., that are had a111011g 111a11ki11d. ="o 
111atter "·hat Al111a and his c0111panio11 said, Zeezrom 
could twist it fro111 its proper 111eani11g ;  find blasphemy 
and heresy i n  the snblim� truths of the gospel, and 
extract treason fron1 the simplest of God's laws. He 
questioned and cross-questioned, he promised and threat
ened, he twisted and turned, he abused and vi11ified, but 
all to 110 purpose, he was caught in his own trap. His 
heaYen-inspired opponents made 111a11ifest his thoughts 
and intentions, they exposed his lying, they o,·erthrew 
his sophistries and, with a power n1ore than hum a 1 1 , 
they exhibited the blackness of his heart. As they pro
ceeded the power of God i11creased upon then1, their 
words grew yet 1nore forcible until Zeezron1 himself 
felt their power. As his corruptions were laid bare he 
began to tre111b1e, first with rage, then with fear. Bad 
as he was, he was not the worst among that people, and 
when once he realized the power he was co111batti11g, his 
heart began to acknowl edge its guilt. 

\\Tith this feeling he com111enced to inquire of Alma, 
not in mockery, bnt in solemn earnestness with regard 
to the kingdom of God. The answers he received were 
like a two edged sword, piercing to his i111110st soul, 
bringing to him a terrible sense of his rn,·ful position 
before God, and encompassing hi111 about with th e pains 
of hell. He  realized that he had been a leader in 
iniquity, that his lyings ancl decei\'ings had greatly con
tributed to drag the people down to their existing corrup
tion, and that he was a111ong those most responsible 
for their hardness of heart. 
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In  this fraine of  111i11d he 111ade an effort to plead 
with the people ; he acknowledged his guilt, testified 
to the virtue and integrity of Al111a and An1ulek and 
interceded in their behalf. But in ,·ain. The degraded 
populace reYiled him, they 1nocked at hi 111, they said he 
was possessed of a devil, and further, they spat on hi111; 
then they cast stones at h i 111, and ulti111ately, \Yith some 
others, drov� hi111 out of their city; while the two 
prophets, with 1nany who belie,·ed in their holy n1essage, 
were thrown into prison, there to suffer all the indigni
ties, persecutions and annoyances that apostate hate 
could inflict. Nor was this the worst ; these reprobates 
took the wiYes and babes of those believers who111 they 
had dri\·en away, with such as had accepted the truth 
who still ren1ained in  the city, and, gathering then1 in 
one body they mercilessly burned the111 to death in one 
great 111artyrs' fire. Into the torturing fla111es they 
also cast the records that contained the holy scriptures, 
as though, in their blind fury, they imagined that they 
could thereby destroy the truths that were so odious to 
them. 

I n  their deYilish glee and savage exultation they 
next carried the two enchained prophets to the place of 
sacrifice, that they 111ight harrow up their souls with 
a view of the sufferings of the perishing women 
and children. A111ulek's brave and in1petuons spirit 
could i11 bear the fearful scene. The groa11s1 cries 
and supplications of the tortured innocents carried un
told agony to his soul. He begged Aln1a to exercise 
the power of God that was in then1 to sa,·e the niartyrs. 
Bnt the Holy Spirit revealed to Alina that this sacri
fice was by heayen 1s consent; and he replied1 'I'he 
Spirit constraineth 1ne that I mnst not stretch forth 
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111inc hand, for behold the Lord receiYeth the111 up unto 
hi111self in glory ; and he doth s11 ffer that the people 
may do this thing, according to the hardness of their 
hearts, that the judg1nents which he shall exercise 
upon them in his wrath 1nay be just;  and the blood of 
the innocent shall stand as a witness against the111, yea, 
and cry 111ightily against them at the last day. Then 
A111nlek said, Perhaps they will burn _ us also. To 
which Aln1a responded, Be it according to the wil1 of 
the Lord. But, behold, our work is not finished ; there
fore they burn ns not. 

\\Then the fire had burned low, and the precious 
fuel of hu111an bodies and sacred records was consu111ed, 
the chief judge of the city ca111e to the two prisoners 
as they stood bound, and 111ocked the111. He s1110te 
them on the cheek, and jeeringly asked the111 i f  they 
would preach again that his people should be cast into a 
lake of fire and bri1nstone, seeing that they had no po,yer 
to saYe those who had been burned, neither had God 
exercise<l his power in their behalf. But neither 
answered hi111 a \\·ord. Then he smote thc111 again a11d 
re111anded them to prison. 

After they had been confined three days, they 
were visited by many j udges and la\\·yers, priests and 
teachers, after the order of Xehor, who came to c.xnlt 
in the 1nisery of their prisoners. 'fhey questioned and 
badgered the111, bnt neither would reply .  'fhcy came 
again the next day, and went through the same pcr
fonnauce. 'l'hey 111ocked at, s111ote and spat upon the 
two disciples. They tantalized them \\'ith blasphemous 
questions, snch as the natnre of their peculiar faith' 
inspired. I-Tow shall we look when we arc dam111ed ? 
sneeringly asked these unbclie\·ers in da111natio11. 
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Patiently and silently all this was borne. Day 
after day was it repeated. Harder and harder grew the 
hearts of the Annnonihahites towards their prisoners. 
Fi�rcer and stronger grew their hatred. They stripped 
Ahna and A111nlek of their clothes, and, when naked, 
bound the1n with strong ropes. They withl1eld food 
and drink fron1 the111, and in various ways they tortured 
their bodies, and sought to aggravate and tantalize 
the111 and harrow up their 111inds. On the 1 2th day of 
the tenth 111011th of the tenth year of the Judges (B. C. 
82) ,the chief judge with his followers again went to the 
prison. According to his 1isual custo111 he sn1ote the 
brethren, saying as he did so, If ye have the po"·er of 
God, deliver yourselves from these bonds, and then 
,Ye will belieYe that the Lord will destroy this people 
according to your words. This iinpious challenge the 
crowd one by one repeated as they passed by the proph
ets, and sn1ote the111 in i111itation of their leader. Thus 
each individual ass111uecl the responsibility of the 
defiance cast at the Ahuighty, and ,·irtually said, Our 
blood be upon our own heads. 

' The hour of God's power had now co111e-the 
challenge had been accepted. The prophets , in the 
111ajesty of their calling, rose to their feet. They 
were e11dowed with the strength of Jehovah. Like 
burnt thread the cords that bound the111 were snapped 
asunder and they stood free and unshackled before the 
terror-stricken crowd. To rush fro111 the prison was the 
first i1npulse of the God-defying followers of Nehor. 
In their fear s01ne fel l  to the earth, others, i111pelled by 
the crowd behind, stn111bled and fell oyer their pros
trate bodies, until they beca111e one confused 111ass, 
blocking each other's way; struggling, yelling, cursing, 



r6o STORY OF THE BOOK OF �l()R:--10�. 

pleading, fighting ; frantically, but Yainly, endeayoring 
to reach the outer gate. 

At this 1110111ent of supren1e horror an earthquake 
rent the prison walls. They trembled, then tottered, 
then fell on the struggling 111ass of hun1a11ity belo"·, 
burying in one yast unconsecrated gra,·e rulers and 
j udges, lawyers and officers, priests and teachers. Xot 
one was left a1iYe of all the in1pious 1110b who a few 
1110111e11ts before defied heaYen and challenged J eho,·ah's 
111ight. But Aln1a and A.mulek stood in the midst of 
the ruins unhurt. Straightway they left this scene of 
desolation aud weut into the city. \\'hen the people 
saw the two serYants of God, great fear fell upon then1, 
and they fled, as a goat fleeth with her young fron1 two 
lions. 

Alina and A111ulek were then ordered to leaYe the 
city. This they did, and went to the neighboring town 
of Sidon1. There they found those ,rho had been cast 
out of A1111nonihah, and in grief and sorrow they 
related the story of the burning of the "·iyes and child
ren of the fngiti,·es, and also the history of their own 
111iracnlous deliYerance. 








