
Book of Mormon Central 
http://bookofmormoncentral.org/ 

Chapter XXII
Author(s): George Reynolds 
Source: The Story of the Book of Mormon 
Published: Salt Lake City; Joseph Hyrum Parry, 1888 
Pages: 140-143

Abstract: Review of the Mission of the Sons of Mosiah—Its Importance and Great Length
—Its Results to Both Races—The Dates of its Leading Occurrences

Type: Book Chapter

http://bookofmormoncentral.org/


140 STORY OF T H E  BOOK OF )10R)I0�. 

persecuted hosts they had left behind. The people ,  by 
united ,·oice, gladly welcon1ecl their co-religionists and 
set apart the land of Jershon as their inheritance. 
Thither the An11no11ites with happy feet repaired, and 
there they dwelt until the breaking out of war 111ade it 
desirable that they should ren10,·e to the land of 1Ie1ek, 
and 111any thousands in after years e111igrated to the 
land north. Of their future history we shall speak, 
fro1n ti111e to ti111e, when it conneets with that of the 
:--Jephites. 

CHAPTER XXII.  

RE\'IE\\' OF 'flIE :.\IISSIOX O F  THE SOXS OF )10SL-\II-ITS 
DIPORT . .\XCE AXD GREAT LEXGTH - ITS RESCLTS TO 
ROTH RACES- TH E  DATES OF ITS LE.ADIX(� OCCCR
RH�CES. 

so FAR as we can gather fro111 the records, the great 
111issio11 of A111111011 and his brethren to the La111a11-

ites was produeti,·e of results new to the history of the 
Nephites. On 111a11y preYious occasions dissenters fr0111 

the latter had gone o,·er to the Lmnanites, 1111til that 
11ati011 consisted of a n1ixccl race. But the ?\ eph ite 
people appear to ha,·c been, almost without exceptio11, 
the l iteral descendants of the first fou11clers of the 111011-
archy, Xephi, Sa111, Jacob, Joseph and Zora1n, and of 
the people of Zarahem1a. B11t now a large body of 
_Lamanites was i11corporatccl in the Xephitc natio11 and 
became partakers of the liberties accorded to all other 
citizens. As the history of the t\\·o 11atio11s proceeds, 
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the original distinctions of descent become less and less 
obsen·able, as defections fron1 both people were con
stantly occurring, so that iu process of ti111e a Xephite 
was not so nn1ch a l iteral descendant of Lehi\ greatest 
sou, as one who recognized the X ephite govern 111ent, "·as 
an obsen·er of the law of �loses and a belic,·er in the 
gospel ; while the La111anite was he who dwelt in the 
do111inions of that people, rej eclecl the Jaw and the gos
pel, and adopted the false traditions of that race. 

The n1issio11 of A.111111011 and his brethren "·as not 
only i111portant but it was of great length. They left 
Zarahen1la in the first year of the Judges (B .  C .  9 r )  
and returned in  the fourteenth (B.  C .  78) .  It  see111s 
altogether probable that the con,·ersion of king La-
111oni took place in the first year of their 111i11istry, 
unless A111111011 "·as detained in  prison a lengthened 
period before he was brought before the . king (for 
which suggestion we fi11d no warrant) ,  as it ,vas only 
the third day of Annnon's seryice when his conflict 
occurred with the cattle thieYes at the waters of Sebns. 
The conYersion of Lanioni was the inunediate result. 
Yet we judge that the establish111e11t and organization 
of the church in the land of Ish111ael was a work of 
considerable ti111e. '\Ve _are strengthened in  this opin
ion by the account of the labors perfonned by Aaron 
and others during this saine period. 

In the fifth year of the Xephite Judges (B.  C .  87 ) 
the La111a11ites i11Yacled Zarahemla and \Yere disas
trously defeated, about which tin1e we suggest Aaron 
and his fe11o,,·s were confined in prison in the laud of 
:\[-iddoni, and the results of the war \\·ould 111easurably 
account for the great cruelty with which they were 
treated by the exasperated La111a11ites, as well as for 
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the ferocity of the old king when he found his son in 
the cotnpauy of the hated Nephite. After the inci
dents of that eyentful 1neeting the king was not in a 
frame of 111i11cl to go to war with the Xephites ; the 
generous words aud n1ag11aui111ous conduct of A n1111011 
had produced such a deep influence, that though not 
y et con,·erted, his heart had experienced a great change. 
Probably a year or two passed before Aaron and his 
fello,Y laborers brought hi111 to a full knowledge of the 
true plan of rede111ption. For these reasons we con
sider the meeting of La111oni and his father did not 
take place earlier than B. C. 87. The old king's con
Yersio11 was followed by the issuance of his proclama
tion of protection and unqualified religions liberty to 
the Nephite 111issionaries and to all his subj ects ; of 
which procla111ation Aaron and his co-laborers took the 
fullest benefit by preaching fr0111 city to city throughout 
the \\·ide La111anite territory, establishing churches and 
ordaining officers therein. 'fhis labor occupied some 
years. As the church grew the spirit of rebel
lion developed aiuongst the uncon,·erted, until they 
declared open war against the king, and nrnssacred their 
gospel-belie,·ing brethren. 

Immediately after the 111assacre of th e 1 005 Anti
Ncphi-Lehies the angry Lm11a11ites broke out in war 
with the ?\ ephites, u uder the idea that the latter were 
the cause of their internal troubles. ,.rhey 111acle a 
sudden incursion into the land of Zarah emla and 
destroyed the city of A111111011ihah, "·hich eyent took 
place i11 the elc,·enth year of th e Judges ( B. C. S r ) ,  and 
after that they had 111a11y battles with the ?\ephites, 
i11 which they "·ere dri,·cn and sl:i.in. After their 
retnrn from this i11glorious campaign they wreaked 
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their vengeance 011 their unoffending brethren, and 
again con1111enced to massacre them, which nntrders, we 
suggest, took place during the thirteenth year of the 
reign of the Judges ( B. C. 79 ) ,  as in the year follow
ing the whole of the belieYing La111anites 111igrated to 
the land of J ershon, as before narrated ( B. C. 78) . 
These dates are si111ply snggestiYe as far as the his
tory of the 111ission is concerned, bnt those that relate 
to the �ephites are distinctly stated in the annals of 
that people. 

CHAPTER XXII I .  

THE DAYS OF THE JrDGF.S-THEIR NAl\lES .AND REIGXS
THE HERESY OF XEHOR-HE SLAYS GIDEOX AND IS 
EXECCTED-rL\ILICI'S REilF.LLIOX-THE BATTLE OF 
.A:\IXIHU-THE CO�FLICT AT THE CROSSI::--;G OF THE 
SIDOX - A  THIRD BATTLE. 

fOR A period of about one hundred and twenty years 
succeeding the cleath of king �Iosiah, the N ephite 

con1111onwealth was goyernecl by jndges. �rhese were 
chosen by the nnited Yoice of the people, as pro\'ided 
in the constitution fra111ed under DiYine inspiration by 
the last king, and acknowledged as the supreme •law of 
the nation, through its nna11i111ons acceptance as such, 
by the entire people. At the encl of this period the 
republic was O\'erthrow11 through the great wickedness 
of all classes of the co111111nnity 1 and the people diYided 
themselves into 1111 111erons independent tribes. 

I t  is not actually certain that the Book of 1Iormon 




