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CHAPTER XVIII,

MOSIAH'S SONS REFUSE THE KINGDOM—HE GRANTS THE
PEOPLLE A CONSTITUTION—THE PEOPLE 10 ELECT
THEIR RULERS—ALMA, THE YOUNGER, FIRST CHIEF
JUDGE.

I\;IOSIAH now felt that it was tiine that the question

of the succession to the throne should be settled.
In his magnannnity he sent aimong the people to learn
whom they would have for their king. The people
chose his son Aaron, but Aaron would not accept the
roval power; his heart was set upon the conversion of
his fellowmen to the knowledge of the gospel. This
refusal troubled the mind of Mosiah; he apprehended
difficulties 1f Aaron at some future tune should change
his mind and demand his rights. Mosiah therefore
issued another address to his much loved subjects, as
usual full of the spirit of divine wisdom and love. In
it, after recounting the pecularities of the situation, he
says: L.et us be wise and consider these things, for we
have no right to destroy mmy sou, neither should we have
a right to destroy another, if he should be appointed in
his stead. Aud if my son should turn again to his
pride and vain things, he would recall the things which
he had said, and claim his right to the kingdoni, which
would cause hin aud also this people to commit much
sin. ® # % ‘Therefore, I will be your king the remain-
der of my days; nevertheless, let us appoimnt judges, to
jndge this people according to our law, and we will











