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I 1 2  STORY OF THE BOOK OF ).!OR1IOX. 

and so did all his people. Then Ahna baptized then1 
in the same manner as he had their brethren. He 
afterwards, by :\Iosiah's direction, went through the 
land, organizing and establishing churches and ordain­
ing priests and teachers O\'er e,·ery church . 'l'hus 
were seYen churches established at this ti111e in the 
land of Zarahenila. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

THE u:NBELIEF OF THE YOUTH OF ZARAHE::\ILA-THE 
YOUNGER AL?.IA AXD THE so�s OF �lOSIAH- THEY 
EXCOURAGE THE PERSECUTIO:NS AGAl�ST THE CHTRCH 
- THEY ARI-: :\IET BY AX AXGEL-HIS ::\IESSAGE-AL­
::\IA'S A\\'Frr., CO:NDlTIOX-HlS \"ISIOX A�D TESTDIOXY­
THE CHAXGED LIFE OF THE \"OUXG :\IEX. 

I
:i:\ 'I'HE course of years 111any of the rising genera-

tion gave 110 heed to the word of God. These were 
111ostly such as were too young to enter into co\·e11a11t 
with the Lord at the ti111e that king Benjan1i11 anointed 
� fosiah to be his successor. Not only did they then1-
seh·es reject the doctrines of the atone111e11t, the resnr­
reclio11 and other gospel pri11ciples, but they led away 
many of the 111 e111bers of the church into darkness and 
iniquity, and abnsed, re,·iled and persecuted those \\'ho 
re111ainecl faithful to the canse of Christ. Xeither the 
fear of the cidl nor of the clh·ine la\\' restrained them. 
'rheir course, and that of those i11 the church \\'ho g-a,·c 
way to eYil doing, gave much trouble, and canscd deep 
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anxiety to 1losiah and Aln1a, the latter now the High 
Priest of the whole church. \\"hen sought in prayer, 
the Lord directed \\'hat action should be taken with 
transgressors in the church, and after due consultation 
\\'ith his priests, ,Yith Al111a and others, ?\Iosiah issued 
a procla111ation of equality to his people, forbidding all 
his subjects to persecute, vex or abuse their fellows 
because of their faith or religion, and annonncing that 
iu 111atters of conscience all men were equal before the 
law, and all \Yere the s11 bj ects of his protection. Still it 
required a greater than au earthly king to bring to 
naught the e,,il intents of the disbelieyers, who wei·e 
greatly encouraged in their misdeeds by the fact that 
the king's four sons and one of the sons of Aln1a were 
their leaders. 

Frequent and fervent \\'ere the prayers offered by 
�Iosiah and the elder Ahua in behalf of their rebellions 
sons, and those prayers prevailed "·ith hi111 \Yho sits 011 

heayen's eterual throne. 
One day, as Ahna and his company were going 

about persecuting the n1e111bers of the church, an holy 
angel descended in a cloud and stopped them in the way. 
\Vhen he spoke his ,yoice was as thunder, that caused 
the whole earth to tremble beneath their feet. Xatnrally 
this manifestation of the power of God spread terror 
and disn1ay in the hearts of those who witnessed it. 
They fell to the ground, and so confused and terrified 
were they that they fai]ed to understand the words of 
the holy 111esse11ger. Arise, Ahna, and stand forth, 
he cried ; and when Ahna arose, his eyes were opened 
to see ,\·ho stood before hi111 . \\Thy persecutest thou 
the Church of God? he was asked, for the Lord hath 
said, This is 111y Ch nrch, and I will establish it ; and 
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nothing sha11 oyerthrow it, saye it is the transgression 
of 111y people. I f  thou wilt of thyself be destroyed, 
seek 110 111ore to destroy the Ch 11 rch of Goel. Besides 
this, the angel spoke to him of his father's prayers in 
his behalf, and that because of those prayers1 he told 
hi111, he was sent to co11\ ·i11ce hi111 of the power of God. 
He also reconnted to Alina the captiYity of his fathers 
in the lands of Hela111 and ;\ephi, and of their miracu­
lous deliyerance therefrom. Bnt Ah11a heard none of 
these latter sayings, for tl1e terrors of the first saluta­
tion had oYerpowered him. 

\Vhen the angel departed Ah11a was oyerco111e 
and, dismayed and soul-stricken, he sank to the ground. 
\\'hen his c01npanio11s gathered around hin1, they found 
he could not moYe, neither could he speak. Outwardly 
he was dead to the world ; bnt the torments of the 
da11111ed had taken hold of his soul, and in the inost 
bitter pain and mental anguish he lay racked with the 
reme111bra11ce of all his past sins. The thought of 
standing before the bar of God to be judged for his ini­
quities O\'erwhe1111ed hi111 "·ith horror. He desired 
to become extinct both body and soul without being 
brought before l1is Creator. 1�hns he continued for 
three days and three nights to snffer the pains of hell, 
which, to his racked conscie11ce, 11111st haYe see111ecl an 
eternity. 

\\rhe11 his. c0111 pan ions found that he could 11either 
speak nor 1110Ye, they carried him to his father, and 
related to hi111 all that had happened. Strange as it mnst 
ha\ 'e seemed to the111, the elder Ahna's he�u-t was filled 
with joy and praise when he looked npo11 the body of 
his 11111ch-1o\'ecl so11, for he realized it was God's power 
that had wrought a11 this, and that his lo11g-co11ti1111ccl 
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prayers had been answered. In his joy he gathered 
the people to witness this 111ighty 111a11ifcstation of the 
goodness and power of J ehoYah. He assembled the 
priests, sought their co-operation, and unitedly, in God's 
own way, they prayed and fasted for the stricken yonth. 
For two days they continued their cries to he::n·en,  at 
the end of which ti111e Alina stood upon his feet and 
spoke. He c0111fortecl the111 by declaring, I haYe repented 
of my sins, and have been redeemed of the Lord, 
behold I a111 born of the Spirit. 

In later years Abua, in relating lo his son Hele111a11 
the details of his con\·ersiou, thus describes the causes 
that Jed him to bear this testimony. He says : Behold, 
I re111e111berecl also to haYe heard 111y father prophesy 
unto the people concerning the con1i11g of one J esns 
Christ, a Son of God, to atone for the sins of the world. 
Now as 111y 111ind caught hold upon this thonght, I 
cried within my heart, 0 Jesus, thou Son of God, have 
111ercy on 111e, \\·ho art in the gall of b�tterness and art 
encircled about by the e\·erlasting chains of death. 
And now, behold, when I thought this, I could ren1e111-
ber 111y pains no 111ore ; yea, I was h�rrowed up by the 
111e111ory of 1ny sins no 111ore. And oh, what j oy, and 
what 111an·elons light I did behol d ;  yea, 111y sou} was 
filled with joy as exceeding as was 111:y pain ; yea, I 
say unto you my son, there could be nothing so 
exquisite and so bitter as 111y pain. Yea, and again I
say unto you, 1ny son, that 011 the other hand, there can
be nothing so exquisite and sweet as ,,·as 111y joy ; yea, 
111ethought I saw, e\·en as onr father Lehi saw, God 
sitting upon his throne, surrounded with 11n n1berless 
concourses of angels, in the attitnde of singing and 
praising their God ; yea, my soul did long to be there. 
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Fro111 that ti111c to the end of his n10rtal career, 
Alnia labored without ceasing to bring sonls to Christ, 
and to g-nide his fellow man i11 the paths of sah·atio11. 

\Vhat effccl: had this hca\·c11ly \·isit upon the sons 
of ).fosiah ? _!\. \'ery great one. From that 1110111e11t they 
were changed 111en. As the Yoice of the angel reached 
their astonished ears, the essence of d1\·i11ity entered 
their souls, they knew, they felt, they realized there was 
a God and that they had been fighting against hi111. 
The sense of their o,r11 utter unworthiness filled their 
hearts ; re1110rse nnd anguish reigned snpre111e therein, 
and they couclemned the1nseh·es as the \·ilest of sinners. 
By and by the bitterness of their re111orse was swallowed 
up in their faith in the c0111i11g of Christ, and they 
determined by God's help, to their ntmost strength,  to 
undo the e,·il that their pre,·ious course had \\Tonght. 
These resol11ti011s they faithfully carried out. I f  they 
had been energetic in their wrong-doing they were yet 
111ore acl:i,·e in their works of restitution. They j our­
neyed from city to city, fro111 land to land, and eyery­
where bore triu1npha11t testi111011y of the incidents of 
their 111iraculo11s conversion, and in 110 eq11i,·ocal tones 
proclai111ecl the glorious gospel message of Joye to God, 
sah·ation to 111a11ki11d. 




