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of Helam. Now that they were established as a separate
people, independent of both Lamanite and Nephite
princes, they desired a formm of govermment, and
requested Alima to be their king. This honor he
declined. He rehearsed to them the history of their
fathers; he piftured to them the infamies of king
Noah’s reign; he shewed them how -a wicked ruler
could lead his subjects ito al! manner of evil, and
how such things led to bondage; and, on the other

THE LAND OIF HELADL

hand, how much better it was to have the Lord as their
king and ruler, and to be guided by his servants under
his inspiration.  This counsel the people wisely
accepted. Alina, though not bearing the title of king,
acted as their leader, as their high priest and prophet,
aud as the mouthpiece of Heaven whenever God’s holy
word was graciously given them. In this happy
state the people of Helam continued for some years,








