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So before h e  dis111issed the 11n11titncle he co11secrated 
his son ::\Iosiah to be their king, appointed priests 
to instruct the people in the ways of the Lord, and, 
with his patriarchal blessing, dis111issed his sub
j ecl:s. Then according to their respecl:h·e fa111ilies they 
a11 departed for their own hon1es. 

�losiah now reigned in his father's stead, "·hilst 
Benja111in, beloved and honored, re111ai11ed yet another 
three years on the earth before be returned to the 
presence of his Father in heayen. 

CHAPTER XI .  

ZEXlFF RETl'RXS TO THE L:\XD O F  XEPI I I-HI!-1 TRE:\TY 
"·ITH THE LA:\IAXITES-THE PROSPERITY OF THE PEO
l'I,E OF ZEXIFl•' - THE TREATY BROKEX-\\'.AR-PE.\CE 
AXD \\'.\RS AGAIX-T I I E  DEATil OF ZEXIJ�F- XO.-\ll'S 
\\'ICKED REICX-HIS WARS \\'ITH TIIE L.-DI.\XITES
TI I E  PROI'IIET ABIXAI> I-BIS TERR.IHLE ::\I ESS.\GE OF 
GOD'S WRATH-IIE JS :\IARTYRED-.·U,::\1.\- IlE PLEADS 
FOR ABIXADI- I S  C,\ST OUT-FLEES TO TI IE I'L.-\CE OF 
:.\IO IOI OX. 

£EFORE proceeding with the story of king :\Iosiah's 
reign, \\·e ,ril l retn r11 to the land of ?\ ephi, and 

l earn how 111atters are progressing there. It will be 
recollcclccl that during the reign of king Benjamin a 
compa11y started fro111 Zarahenila to rct11n1 to the old 
hom e  of the i\cphites. 'rheir l eader's 11an1e \\'as Zc11iff. 
\\'hat became of him and the111 was a q11csti011 that \\'as 
11·c,·cr n11s\\'erccl cl 11ri11g that king's lifcti111c. 
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Zeniff and his people, haying left Zarahctnla, 
traYeled southward towards the laud of Nephi. "rhe 
blessings of the Lord were not greatly with thc111, for 
they did uot seek hin1 nor striYe to do his will .  In  the 
wilderness they lost their way, and suffered from fm11-
i11e aucl 111any afflictions ; but after 111any clays they 
reached the neighborhood of the city of Lehi-Nephi, 
the fonner h0111e of their race. Here Zeuiff chose four 
of his co111pa11y, and acco111pained by th en1 went to the 
kiug of the La111a11ites. This 111onarch receiYed the111 
with the appearance of kindness. He  111ade a treaty 
with the111, and gave the111 the lands of Lehi-Nephi and 
Shil0111 to dwell in. He also caused h is own people to 
ren1oye out of these cities and th e surrounding country 
that Zeniff's people n1ight ha,·e full possession. The 
king of the Lan1a11ites was in reality not as friendly as 
he pretended to be. His object was to get the indus
trious ?\ephites to settle iu the 111idst of his people, and 
then by his superior nun1bers to n1ake the111 his s1aYes ; 
for his own subj ects were a lazy, unprogressiYe race. 

As soon as Zeniff and his followers occupied their 
new possessions they went to work to build houses 
and to repair the walls of the city; for the idle La111au
ites had suffered the111 to fall  into decay. They also 
con1111enced to till the ground, and to plant all 111a1111er 
of seeds of grain, yegetables and fruit therein. Soon, 
through their thrift and industry, they began to pros
per and 111nltiply. 'fhis caused King La111a11 to grow 
uneasy. He desired to bring the111 into bondage that 
his people n1ight reap the benefits of the labors of the 
Nephites. But they ,Yere growing so rapidly that 
he feared that if he did not soon put a stop to their 
increase they would be the stronger of the two peop1e. 
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To pre,·ent this he began to stir np the hearts of his 
people in anger against the Nephites. He succeeded 
so well that in the thirteenth year of Zeniff's reign in 
the land of Lehi-i\ephi a nu111erous host of Lamanites 
suddenly fell upon his people, ·while they were feeding 
and watering their flocks, and began to slay them. 
They also carried off s0111e of their flocks, and the 
corn fron1 their fields. 

'rhose of the Nephites who were not slain or oyer
taken fled to Zeniff. As quickly as he could he armed 
his people with bows and arrows, swords and cin1eters, 
clubs and slings, and with snch other weapons as they 
could invent. Thus armed they went_ forth in the 
strength of the Lord to meet the ene111y, for in their 
hour of peril they had cried 1nightily unto him, and he 
heard their cries and ans,rered their prayers. 

Thus strengthened they n1et their foes. The bat
tle was an obstinate and a bloody one. It lasted all 
day and all night. At last the Lan1anites were driYen 
back with a loss of 3043 warriors, while the people of 
Zeniff had to 111ourn the death of 279 of their breth
re11. After this there ·was peace in the land for many 
years. 

During this ti111e of peace Zeniff taught his peo
ple to be very industrious. He caused his n1en to till 
the ground and raise all kinds of fruit and grain. 
1�he wo111e11 he had spin and 111ake cloth for clothing, 
fine linen, etc. I 11 this way for twenty-two years they 
prospered and had nu interrupted peace; but at the 
end of that period the Lamanites again came 11 p to war 
against them. 

At this ti111e the old king Laman died, and his s011 
succeeded hin1 upou the throne. Like many young 
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111eu, he desired to distinguish hi1nself in war. So he 
gathered a n n111erous host of the La1nanites and hav
ing anned them in the �a1ne 111anner as the Nephites, 
he led the1n to the north of the land of She1nlo111
which lay side by side the land of Nephi-Lehi. 

An anny of the Lan1anites was at this era a 
strange sight to look npon. Their heads were shaYed, 
the only covering of their bodies was a leathern girdle 
around their loins, otherwise they were naked. Their 
arn1s were bows, arrows, slings, S\l,·ords, etc. 

,vhen Zeniff learned of the approach of young 
king Lan1an 's annies , he caused the wo111en and chil
dren of his people to hide in the wilderness; but every 
111an, young or old, who was able to bear anns was 
placed in the ranks to go out against the foe. Zeniff 
hi1nself was then an aged 111an, but he still continued 
to co111111a11d his forces and led the111 in person to 
battle. But before doing so he recounted to his sol
diery the history of the two peoples, stin1ulated the111 to 
Yalor by shewing the111 that in this contest they were 
in the right; then calling upon the111 to put their trust 
in God, he led the111 to the onset. Strengthened by 
the faith Zeniff had renewed in their hearts, the 
Nephites gained a great victory ; and so nu111erous were 
the slain of the La111anites that they were not counted. 
After this there was peace again in the land, which 
continued all the re111aining days of Zeniff. Shortly 
after this he died, and, unfortunately for his kingdo111, 
chose for his successor an unworthy son, 11a111ed :Noah, 
who led the people into 111any sins and ruled with 
such folly and weakness that they fell an easy prey 
to the e,·er-watchfnl foe that everywhere surrounded 
then1. 
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King Xoah did not walk in the \\·ays of his father, 
for he was a ,·ery wicked man. He "·as filled with lust 
and cruelty, and rn1ed his people with a tyrant's hand. 
He re1110,·ed the good priests who had been consecrated 
by his father, and placed corrupt 111en, of his own sta111p, 
in their stead. Then he lay hea,·y taxes ttpon the 
people, eyen one fifth of all they possessed, ,vhether it 
was gold or sih·er, g1·ai11 or frnit, flocks or herds. 
These taxes he wasted npou hi111self and his priests, 
npon his wiYes and concnbines, and the harlots with 
who111 the priests consorted. Noah also bnilt a Yery 
grand palace in  Lehi-Xeph i for his own co111fort, and 
spent 111ucl1 in  1a,·ishly orna111enting the te111p1e in 
that city. Xear the temple he erected a ,·ery high 
to,rer, so high that any oue standing upon its top 
could see all OYer the surrounding country. He also 
did 111nch building in the land of Shilo111, and there 
erected another high tower. Fnrthennore he  planted 
many Yineyards and 111ade his people a drunken race. 
All this he did with the riches which he ground out of 
his tax-burdened snbjects. 

How different was his conrse to that of the right
eons Be11ja111i11, who was at that ti111e reigning in Zara
he111la. \Ve can scarceh· conceiYe of two 111en n1ore 
different in habits and character. �l'he great care of 
the one was to ser\'e Goel and benefit his people, the 
other had 110 other thonght than to gratify his own 
desires and 11,·e for his own pkasnre, 110 111attcr how 
much pain or suffering it canscd his fellow 111en. 

Again the Lamanites attacked the Xephites while 
engaged in their labors, kill eel the111 and cl roye off thci r 
flocks. King �oah then set guards aronncl the tn1cl , 
but in such small numbers that the\· \\'ere destroyed. . . 
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H e  finally sent his annies and droYe the La111anites 
away. This Yictory 111ade hi111 and his people con
ceited and boastful, and de,·eloped a delight in then1 
to shed the blood of the Lamanites. 

At this ti111e a prophet, na111ed Abinadi, appeared 
among the1n, and predicted that they would be brought 
into bondage to their ene111ies unless they repented of 
their wickedness. The king and the people were Yery 
angry with Abinadi, and sought to take his life. 
Two years after he caine a111011g thetn in dis guise. 
This ti111e he uttered, in the 11a111e of the Lord,. Yery 
terrible prophecies against Noah and his people. He 
told then1 that they should go into bondage to their 
e11e111ies, that they should be sn1itte11 like dnn1b beasts 
and be slain. That ,·ultures and dogs should de,·011r 

their carcasses. That fan1ine and pestilence should 
co1ne upon the111, and hail and insects should destroy 
their crops. And in the end, if they did not repent, 
they should be utterly destroyed. 1.\ll of which was 
fulfilled in a ,·ery few years. 

Abinadi was one of the greatest of prophets; he 
was filled with the Holy Ghost, but the people would 
not heed hi111, and the 111ore he exposed their iniquites 
the 111ore furious raged their anger against hin1. N'either 
did they belie, ·e his words; in their own opinion they 
,Yere eYerythiug that \\·as good. They were 111ighty 
in their own strength, and uuapproachably wise in their 
own conceit. N'eYer, if you could belie , ·e the111, had a 
better, 111ore valiant, more-innocent people li,·ed. Filled 
\\'ith this spirit of self-conceit they took A.binadi, bound 
hi111, and hurried hi111, with railing accusations, before 
the king. There the priests began to cross-question 
hi111, that they might confuse hin1 and cause hi111 to 
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say so111ething that wou 1d gi,·e the111 a pretext for 
slaying hi111. This conduct was providentially turned 
to the glory of God and to the good of 111a11y son1s. 
It grl\·e Abinadi the chance in turn to question his 
accusers, by which he shewed their deceit and iniquity ; 
and it also enabled hint to explain many of the prin
ciples of the gospel of life and salvation. His teach
ings pricked the hearts of a few, while they 111ore 
greatly enraged the greater number. Particn1ar1y did 
he i111press upon their 111inds the great truth that Christ 
should con1e, and quoted the words of Isaiah and other 
Hebrew prophets to sustain his words. His teachings 
are an1011g the strongest and plainest that any of the 
scriptures record, and sho11ld be read by all who desire 
to bec01ne fully acquainted with the truths of di,·ine 
1ove and 111ercy for fallen humanity. 

These doctrines were, howeYer, exacl:ly what Xoah 's 
infidel priests did not want. They charged Abinadi 
with having re,·iled the king, and on this charge 
obtained Noah 's consent for his execution. And 
Abinadi was cruelly tortured and burned to death by 
his fellow citizens in the sin-stained city of Lehi-Kephi. 
How strange that people can so quickly grow wicked. 
In Zeniff's reign they kept God's laws, if only after a 
fashion, but in Noah's days, led by his bad cxa111p1e, 
they sank to the depth of shedding innocent blood, and 
taking the life of one who had done the111 110 \\Tong, 
bnt whose only fault was to repro,·c the1n of their 
wrong doings, and to striYe ·to teach them repentance 
a11cl the road to heaven. 

Abi11adi's last words were \'cry terribl e in their 
proph etic denunciations. \\Then the flames began to 
scorch him he cried out : 
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Behold eYen as ye haYe done unto 111e, so shall it 

con1e to pass that thy seed shall ca11s_e that 111any shall 
suffer, eyen the pains of death by fire ; and this becanse 
they belie\'e in the sal\'atio11 of the Lord their God. 
And it will come to pass that ye shall be afflicted with 
all 111a1111er of diseases because of yonr iniquities. Yea, 
and ye shall be sn1itten on every hand, and shall be 
dri\'en and scattered to and fro, even as a wild flock is 
driYen by wild and ferocious beasts. And in that day 
ye shall be hunted, and ye shall be taken hy the hand 
of your ene111ies, and then ye shall suffer, as I suffer, 
the pains of death by fire. Thus God executeth Yen
geance upon those t11at destroy his people. 0 God, 
receh·e 111 y sou 1 .  

But all the people did not i n  their hearts consent 
to this great cri111e. One a111ong the111 especially, 
whose nan1e was Aln1a, confessed the truth of Ahin
adi's words. He knew that the grave charges the 
prophet 111ade \\'ere true. He was a young n1an, one of 
Noah's priests, and when the cla111or was highest 
for Abinadi's death, he went to the king and plead in 
Abinadi's behalf. 'rhis so angered Noah that he had 
Al111a cast out of his presence, and then sent his ser
\'ants after the young priest to slay hin1. A1111a, 
however, hid fro111 his pursners, and, during his con
cealn1ent, wrote the words he had heard Abinadi speak, 
which teachings now form one of the 1110st important 
of the doctrinal portions of the Book of 1\Ionnon. 

The power and in1portance of Abinadi's teachings 
had sunk deep in the heart of Alma;  he not only real
ized their truth, but he comprehended their saying 
Yalue. The first lesson they i111pressed 11po11 his 111ind
was the necessity of his own repentance. This he did 
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sincerely ; and then began to teach the same lesson to 
others. For fear of the king he did not do this openly, 
but secretly as opportnnity pennitted. 

Aln1a's preaching of God's holy word was not 
without fruit. :\Iany received the truth with joy. 
T'hese gathered to a co11Yenie11t spot on the borders of 
the wilderness, but not far off their city. This place 
was ca11ed �Ionnon. It was ad111irably suited for a 
hiding-place, haYing been fonuerly infested by rayenous 
wild beasts, and as such was dreaded and aYoided by 
the people. 1\ear by was a thicket or forest of s111a1l 
trees, in which the gospel be1ieYers could hide should 
they be pursued by the king's sen·ants ; here also was 
a fountain of pure ,Yater, 111ost excellently adapted for 
the purposes of baptis111. Here was this holy rite fi:-st 
ad111i11 istered, and here was the church of Christ organ
ized. How different the circn111sta11ces of its organiza
tion to those which attended the sa111e eyeut in the land 
of Zarahe111la, nuder king Be11ja111i11, of which we 
haYe already spoken. 




