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THE I'IRST SACRIIFICE ON THE PROMISED LAND
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JOSEPNI SOLD Y HI1S BRIDTIIRIIN. .

wonld be of his seed, and the name of this prophet, and
that of his father also, would be the same as his—
that 1s, it would be Joseph. Many other matters of
great moment that are even now taking place, were also
made 1manifest to him by the Lord.
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STORY OF THE BOOK OF MORMON. 97

of Helam. Now that they were established as a separate
people, independent of both Lamanite and Nephite
princes, they desired a formm of govermment, and
requested Alima to be their king. This honor he
declined. He rehearsed to them the history of their
fathers; he piftured to them the infamies of king
Noah’s reign; he shewed them how -a wicked ruler
could lead his subjects ito al! manner of evil, and
how such things led to bondage; and, on the other

THE LAND OIF HELADL

hand, how much better it was to have the Lord as their
king and ruler, and to be guided by his servants under
his inspiration.  This counsel the people wisely
accepted. Alina, though not bearing the title of king,
acted as their leader, as their high priest and prophet,
aud as the mouthpiece of Heaven whenever God’s holy
word was graciously given them. In this happy
state the people of Helam continued for some years,


















CHAPTER XI\.

THE BONDAGE OF THE PEOPLIE OIF LIMIHI—AN EXPEDITION
NORTH — FINDING OF THE JAREDITE RECORDS—TIIE
ARRIVAL OF AMMON —TIIE PEOPLE OF LIMHI ESCAPE
—THE DPURSUIT—THE AMULONITES—THE PEOPLE OF
ALMA —THEY ARE BROUGHT INTO BONDAGL-—THEIR
DELIVERANCE.

AFTER A TIME the Lord softened the hearts of the

Lamanites so that they began to case the burdens
of their slaves, but he did not deliver the Nephites out of
bondage at ouce. They, however, gradually prospered,
aund raised more grai, flocks and herds, so that they
did not suffer with hunger.

The people of Limhi kept together as niuch as
possible for proteétion. Eveu the kiug did not trust
himself outside the walls of the city without his guards,
lest he mmght fall into the hands of the Lamanites.

In this sad condition of bondage and serfdom the
people of Limhi had one hope. It was to commnunicate
with their Nephite friends in the land of Zarahemla.
To this end Limhi secretly fitted out an expedition
consisting of a small munber of nien. This company
became lost 1 the wilderness, and traveled a loug dis-
tance northward until they found a land covered with
the dry bomnes of men who appeared to have fallen in
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THE BADPTISM OF LIMIII
























CHAPTER XVIII,

MOSIAH'S SONS REFUSE THE KINGDOM—HE GRANTS THE
PEOPLLE A CONSTITUTION—THE PEOPLE 10 ELECT
THEIR RULERS—ALMA, THE YOUNGER, FIRST CHIEF
JUDGE.

I\;IOSIAH now felt that it was tiine that the question

of the succession to the throne should be settled.
In his magnannnity he sent aimong the people to learn
whom they would have for their king. The people
chose his son Aaron, but Aaron would not accept the
roval power; his heart was set upon the conversion of
his fellowmen to the knowledge of the gospel. This
refusal troubled the mind of Mosiah; he apprehended
difficulties 1f Aaron at some future tune should change
his mind and demand his rights. Mosiah therefore
issued another address to his much loved subjects, as
usual full of the spirit of divine wisdom and love. In
it, after recounting the pecularities of the situation, he
says: L.et us be wise and consider these things, for we
have no right to destroy mmy sou, neither should we have
a right to destroy another, if he should be appointed in
his stead. Aud if my son should turn again to his
pride and vain things, he would recall the things which
he had said, and claim his right to the kingdoni, which
would cause hin aud also this people to commit much
sin. ® # % ‘Therefore, I will be your king the remain-
der of my days; nevertheless, let us appoimnt judges, to
jndge this people according to our law, and we will
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STORY OF THE BOOK OF MORMON., 129

upon him, others that an evil power possessed him, yet
others asserted that he was dead, and with remarkable
acuteness of sniell afirmed, He stinketh. At the end of
this time they had resolved to lay him away in the
sepulchre, when the queen sent for Ammion and plead
with hin1 in her husband’s behalf.  Annnen gave her
the jovful assurance, He is not dead, but sleepeth in
God, and to-morrow he shall rise again. Then he
added, Believest thou this? She answered, I have no
witness, save thy word and the word of our servants,
nevertheless I believe it shall be according as thou hast
said. Then Ammon blessed her, and told her there
had not been such great faith ammong all the people of
the Nephites.

So the queen lovingly continued her watch by the
bed of her husband until the appointed hour. Lamom
then arose, as Aimmon had foretold. His soul was filled
with heavenly joy. His first words were of praise to
God, his next were blessings on his faithful wife whose
faith he felt or knew. He testified to the coming of
the Rcdeemer, of whose greatness, glory, power and
mercy he had learned while in the spirit. His body
was too weak for the realities of eternity that filled his
heart. Again he sank overpowered to the earth, and
the same spirit overcame his wife also. Ammon’s
rejoicing heart swelled within him as he heard and wit-
nessed these things. He fell on his knees and poured
out his soul in praise and thanksgiving until he also
could not contain the brightness of the glory, the com-
pleteness of the joy that overwhelmed him. Uncon-
scious of all earthly things he sank beside the royal pair.
The saine spirit of unnieasured joy then fell upon all

present and with the same results. There was but
»
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WILDERNESS OF HERMOUNTS.

by the wild beasts and vultures with which that region
abounded.

A few days after this decisive battle, another invad-
ing Lamanite army appeared. ‘T'his one advaniced
along the cast bank of the Sidon. Alma, having been
wolinded, sent one of his officers, who met the hosts of
the Lamanites, and drove them back to their own lands.
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of his calling as a preacher of righteousness. He
comnenced his labors in Zarahemila. Thence he went
to the city of Gideon. After ministering there tor
~some time, he returned for rest to his hoine in the capi-
tal city.

The next year (B. C. 82), Alma turned his face
westward. He visited the land of Melek, wliere his
labors were crowned with abundant blessings. Hav-
ing satisfied himself with the good that he had accom-
plished, he traveled three days’ journey on the north
of the land of Melek, to a great and corrupt city called
Amnonihah. There he found a godless people, filled
with the falsehoods of Nehor, and committing all
manuner of abominations without repentance, because
they cherished the flattering lie, as the foundation of
their creed, that all men would be saved. This city
was in the hands of a corrupt clique of judges and
lawyers, who stirred up sedition, tnmult and rioting,
that they might make money out of the suits that fol-
lowed such disturbances. Furtherthan this, they were
secretly plotting to overthrow the government, and rob
the people of their highly prized liberties. Amiong
such a people Alma labored in vain; mnone would
listen, none would obey, none offered him rest and food.
Scorn and mockery were his reward; and he was spat
upon, maltreated and cast out of the city.

Weary in body and sick at heart because of the
imiquity of the people, after imany fruitless efforts, fer-
vent prayers and long fastings, Alma sought some
other people niore worthy of salvation’s priceless gifts.
He bent his way towards the city of Aaron; but as he
journeyed, an angel of the Lord (that same angel that
beforetiime had ‘been the agent in his conversion to God)
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stood before him and blessed him. He told him to lift
up his heart and rejoice, for because of his faithfulness
he had great cause to do so. The angel then direéted
Alma to return to the sin-cursed city he had just left,
and proclaim unto its citizens the awful message that
except they repented the Lord would destroy then.

Speedily the prophet obeyed the angel’s words.
By another road he drew near the doomed city, which
he entered by 1its south gate. As he passed 1n he
hungered, and asked a man whom he met, \Will ye give
to an lmble servant of God something to eat? With
joy the man (and, strange though it appear, he was
a rich man) took him to his home and fed, clothed and
lodged him. Furthermore, Amulek, for such was his
name, told Alina that he also had received a visit from a
holy angel who had informed him of the high priest’s
coming, and direéted hnn to receive him into his house.
Then Alma blessed Amulek and all his household, and
tarried with him and recruited his strength under the
generous hospitality which Aimulek’s home afforded.
But his rest was not to be a lengthened one; the people
waxed stronger in sin; the cup of their iniquity was
nearly full. Go, came the word of the Lord, Go fortl,
and take with thee my servant Amulek, and prophesy
unto this people, saying, Repent ye, for thus saith the
Lord, Except ye repent, I will visit this people in mine
anger; yea, I will not turn my fierce anger away. Filled
with the Holy Ghost, these servants of God weunt forth
and valiantly delivered their terrible message.

Omne of those who most bitterly opposed Alima and
Amulek was a lawyer named Zeezrom. We find re-
corded at great length, in the Book of NMormo, the
details of the controversy that occurred between him
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In this frame of mind he made an effort to plead
with the people; he acknowledged his guilt, testified
to the virtue and integrity of Alina and Amulek and
- interceded in their behalf. DButin vain. The degraded
populace reviled him, they mocked at him, they said he
was possessed of a devil, and further, they spat on him,
then they cast stones at Irim, and ultimately, with some
others, drove hun out of their city; while the two
prophets, with immany who believed in their holy message,
were thrown into prison, there to suffer all the indigni-
ties, persecutions and annoyances that apostate hate
could infli¢. Nor was this the worst; these reprobates
took the wives and babes of those believers whom they
had driven away, with such as had accepted the truth
who still remained 1n the city, and, gathering them in
one body they mercilessly burned them to death in one
great martyrs’ fire. Into the torturing flames they
also cast the records that contained the holy scriptures,
as though, i their blind fury, they 1magined that they
could thereby destroy the truths that were so odious to
them.

In their devilish glee and savage exultation they
next carried the two enchained prophets to the place of
sacrifice, that they might harrow up their souls with
a view of the sufferings of the perishing women
and children. Amulek’s brave and impetuous spirit
could 111 bear the fearful sceme. The groaus, cries
and supplications of the tortured innocents carried un-
told agony to his soul. He begged Alma to execrcise
the power of God that was in them to save the martyrs.
But the Holy Spirit revealed to Alma that this sacri-
fice was by heaven's consent, and he replied, The
Spirit constraineth me that I mmst not stretch forth
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THE DELIVERANCE OF AILLMA AND AMULEK.
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Jacob had left but a small force behind him, and all
wlho would not surrender were slain.

The Lamanites crowded after T'eancum in hot pur-
suit until theyv came nigh unto Bountiful, when they
were 1met by Lehi and the small force under his com-
mand. At his appearance the Lamanite captains fled
in confusion, lest they should be out-generaled and cut
off from their fortifications. Jacob’s warriors were
weary by reason of their long and hasty advance, while
Lehi’s soldiers were fresh and unfatigued. But Lehi
refrained from pressing too vigorously on his retreat-
ing foes, as his objedt was not to exhaust his men until
the hour of battle came, and he was anxious to avoid a
confliét till he and Moroni could at the same moment
attack the Lamanites in front and rear.

When Jacob drew near the city he found himself
confronted by the soldiers of Moroni, who closed in
around his warriors and barred their further progress
southward; while Lehi, putting forth his pent-up ener-
gies, fell with fury on their rear. \Weary and worn
though his troops were, Jacob would not surrender.
Whatever his faults wmay have been, and they were
undoubtedly nunierons, he had a resolute, unconquer-
able spirit that would hght to the last. He deter-
mined, if possible, to cut lis way through to Mulek.
With tlus imtent he made a desperate, though inef-
fectual, charge on Moroni’s lines. The Nephites being
fresh and unwearied, never wavered, but received the
shock firim as a rock upon which the waves of the
ocean break in vain. The battle here raged with
indescribable fierceness, and with heavy losses to both
sides. The wild Lamauites, in the frenzyv of despera-
tion, dashed with all their strength and prowess against






CHAPTER XXXIII.

THE WAR IN THE SOUTHWEST—ANTIPI'S— HELAMAN AND
HIS TWO THOUSAND SONS—THEIR VALOR AND FAITH—
THE REPULSE OF THE LAMANITES.

HE WAR had been raging several years, and was
working disastrously to the Nephites, when.the
people of Ammon, feeling that they were a burden
rather than a help to their benefadtors, though indeed
they were not, desired to be released fron: their oath
and covenant never again to take up deadly weapons
against their fellows. They desired in this hour of
extreme peril to take up arws in defense of the liber-
ties of their adopted country. From this rash step
Helaman and his brethren dissuaded them, lest by so
doing they should i1mperil their eternal salvation.
But they had sons who had grown far towards man-
hood who had not entered into this covenant, and con-
sequently were not shut off from participating in the
dangers and the glories of the war. So with their
fathers’ and mothers’ consent, faith, prayers and words
of encouragement, two thousand of these youths were
mustered into the Nephite army (B. C. 66). These
striplings were all men of truth, faith, soberness and
integrity, and were conspicuous for their conrage,
strength and adtivity. Being orgamnized they desired
that Helaman, for whom they had great love and
respect, should be their leader. He consented, and at
their head imarched to the relief of the forces of the
republic that were struggling against considerable odds
on the southern borders of the Nephite domninions,
from the shores of the Pacific Ocean eastward.
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valor and impetuosity of the youthful Annnonites was
irresistible. ‘They fell on the Lamanite rear with a
daring and nuracnlous strength possessed only by men
who put their whole trust in God. Thus attacked in
the rear, the Lamanites innmnediately halted, changed
front, and threw their whole force against the Ammon-
ites. ‘The surviving officers of Antipus’ army, find-
ing that Helaman had comie to their rescue, stopped the
retreat, re-organized their scattered bands, and renewed
the attack. The Lamanites were compelled to suc-
cumib; they could not resist the desperate courage of
the Nephites that was driving them in at both front
and rear. Their legions all surrendered, and, by Hela-
man’'s orders, were sent as prisoners of war to Zara-
hemla.

And what about the young warriors of Anumon?
So great was their faith, so potent its workings, thajy
when, after the battle, Helaman called the roll of his
yonthful heroes, not one was missing. The faith sown
by their mothers’ words had borne fruit—they were all
preserved. To their undaunted prowess, for they
fought as if with the strength of God, the Nephites
unhesitatingly accorded the glory of the day.

Still the hardly-contested war continued. Six
thousand en, with provisions, reached Helaman from
Zarahemla and the regions' round about (B. C. 63),
besides sixty more yonng Amnmnmonites who had grown
sufficiently vigorous to assumie the hardships of mili-
tary life. The city of Cumeni shortly afterwards
surrendered through the want of provisions, their snp-
plies having been continuously cut off by Helaman’s
troops. This surrender threw so many prisoners on
the hands of the Nephites that they were unable to
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the republic and establish a monarchy, Pahoran, the
chief judge, was unable to supply the necessary pro-
visions and re-inforcements.

In this strait Helaimman and his fellow officers called
on the Lord in fervent prayer, which was not un-
answered. They received assurances of deliverance and
victory. These blessed assurances inspired fresh faith
and infused renewed courage in the war-weary hearts
of those mnot given to the love of carnage. Fired
with the determination, by God’s grace, to conquer,
they entered on a campaign against the city of Manti,
which, by strategy, they captured before the end of the
year (B. C. 63). The moral effieét of this victory was
so great that the Lamanites retreated into the wilder-
ness, evacuating the whole of the territory on the west,
but unfortunately taking with them, as prisoners, many
women and children.

For more than a year Moroni could not send the
needed help to Helaman. The rebels in Zaraheinla
had driven the chief judge out of the city, and he had
taken refuge in Gideon. From there he wrote to
Moroni to come to his assistance, which that officer did
at the earliest possible moment, leaving the armies in
the northeast under the command of Leli and Tean-
cum. As he advanced he rallied the people on his
line of march to the defense of the liberties of the
republic, and was so successful that, after having
joined the chief judge, Pahoran, he succeeded in
overthrowing the ‘“‘king men,” killing their leader,
Pachus, and completely crusling the rebellion. This
being accomplished, he sent 6,000 men with the neces-
sary provisions to reinforce Helaman (B. C. 61).

The campaign during this year, along the Atlantic
13
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were exceedingly sorrowful; for behold, he had been a
man who had fought vahantly for his country; yea, a
true friend to liberty, and he had suffered very many
exceeding sore affli¢tions. But behold, he was dead,
and had gone the way of all the earth.

In that glorious galaxy of patriot-priests, or war-
rior-prophets, call them: which we may, to whose stern
integrity, inspired valor, and unflinching virtue the
Nephite republic, in the days of which we write, owed
so much of its stability, and was so greatly indebted
for its perpetuity, Teancimn shines anmong the brightest,
View him from whatever point we please, there is 10 nus-
taking the man. His ardent disposition, his fiery impet-
uosity, his zealous patriotism, his nndaunted courage,
his love of liberty, his entire disinterestedness, shine
forth 1n every action. Indeed, we might almost call
him rash, so little did he consider his personal safety
when he thought the good of his country required the
sacrifice,

In picturing the heroes of those days, Teancum
looms up before us almost as a Hotspur or Murat.
In our mind’s eye we can see him charging the solid
phalanxes of the Lamanites, rushing at full speed
towards the enemy several lengths ahead of his line of
battle; his connnanding presence inspiring confidence,
his unwavering voice ringing out the word of command,
his bright armor shiming m the sun, and his hair
streanng from beneath his helinet, as, regardless of all
save the liberties of his country, he falls upon the
thickest of the foe, seceking out their chief captains,
that by their death an end may possibly be put to the
horrors of war. Thus we find him slaying with his
own hand, at different times, Morianton, Aalickiah
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demoralizing effedts.  Murders, contentions, dissen-
sions and all manner of iniquity had become rife, and
the hearts of the pecople had become hardened. Yet
not altogether so, for there were some who acknowl-
edged the hand of the ILord in all their affli¢ions.
These humbled themselves in the depths of humility;
and because of the prayers of the righteous, the people
were spared.

Such was the state of affairs when Helamau went
forth to call the people to repentance and set the
church in order. Inthis blessed work he had much
success, and with the help of his brethren he again
established the Church of God throughout all the
land. These labors he continued nntil the time of his
death, and his joy therein was greatly increased by the
continued faithfulness of the people. They, notwith-
standing their abundant prosperity, which, as ever,
followed their repentance, remained hmmble, fervent in
prayer and diligent in welldoing. Such was the happy
condition of the people of Nephiwhen Helaman died
(B. C. 57), he haviug survived his illustrious father
sixteen years. Shiblon, at the death of his brother,
took possession of the sacred things that had been
delivered unto Helaman by Alma, and held them for
four years.

The next year (B. C. 36) the valiant Moroni, one
of the greatest and most virtuous of God’s sons,
passed away from this state of mortality to the glories
of eternity, at the early age of forty-three years. Some
time before his death he had given the chief connuand
of the armies of the Nephites to his sou, Moronihah,
who, from the history of later years, we judge to have
been a worthy son of so illustrious a sire.
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It was in the year B. C. 53 that Helaman took
charge of the sacred plates, etc. In the next year
Pahoran, the chief judge, died, which event gave rise to
serious contention amongst the Nephite people. Three
of his sous, named Palorau, Pacumeni and Paanchi,
were ambitious to fill the exalted position left vacant
by their father's death. Each had his adherents and
following, but, according to the national law, the matter
was decided by the voice of the people, and Pahoran
was chosen.

Pacumem assented to the decision of the citizens,
but Paanchi attempted to raise a rebellion, for which
crime he was arrested, tried by the law, and condeinned
todeath. Still the more wicked part of the conmmunity
supported his unlawful claims. These determined to
slay Pahoran, which resolve they carried into effeét, and
the chief judge was slain by an assassin named Kish-
kumen. This foul murder was committed while the
chief magistrate was sitting i the judgment seat
administering the law, but throligh the connivance of
the murderer’s associates in iniquity he escaped.

These lawless men bound themiselves together by
a secret oath and covenant, that they would never
divulge who was the murderer of Pahoran, and they
swore, by the most horrible oaths, one to another, to
conceal each other’s crimes, to aid and sustain each
other in their villanies, and to carry out the designs
and directions of their leaders. Over this band of con-
spirators, assassins and robbers, Gadianton stood as the
head.

The next year after Pahoran’s assassination, the
Lamanites invaded the lands of the Nephites. The
Lamanite armies were connnanded by a Nephite dissen-






CHAPTER XXNXVIL.

PACUMENI SLAIN—HELAMAN CHOSEN CHIEF JUDGE—THE
CONSPIRACY, T® SILAY HIM—KISHKUMEN KILLED—THE
PROSPERITY OF THE NEPHITES UNDER HELAMAN.

S PACUDMENTI, the chief jndge, had been slain at

the capture of Zarahemla, no sooner was the war

over than an eleétion took place to fill his vacant seat.

The choice fell upon Helaman, the more righteous of
the people providentially being still in the majority.

Helaman being a God-fearing, jnst iman, his elec-
tion was very distasteful to the Gadiantou band and its
sympathizers. They resolved to slay him as they had
before slain the younger Pahoran, and place Gadianton
on the jndgment seat in his stead. To accomplish
this the same vile instrumeut was chosen—Kishkumen.
But the proteéting hand of the great Jehovah was over
and round about Helaman, and he preserved him from
the assassin’s knife. A servaut of Helaman, possibly
a detective commissioned in such times of peril to watch
the movements of the dangerous classes, by disguise
became acquainted with the doings of the robber band,
and of their intentions towards his master.

As Kishknmen was on his way to fulfil his bloody
work, this servant, whose name is not recorded, net
hnn, and gave him one of their secret signs. This
admitted lnm into the confidence of the assassin, who
explained his errand, and asked to be conduéted pri-
vately into the judgment hall, where Helaman was
then sitting in the performance of his duties. This
was agreed upon; the two proceeded to where the mur-
derer expeéted to ind his victimn. The strategy of the
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are very short. In the years B. C. 45 and 44 there
were many contentions in the laud, but in the latter
portion of the succeeding year they ieasurably ceased,
and tens of thousands were baptized nnto repentance.
- So great was the prosperity of the church at this time,
that even the priesthood were surprised thereat, and at
the mmltiplicity of blessings that were poured out upon
the people. This happy state of affairs continued until
the death of Helaman, though somewhat marred by the
increasing pride and vanity that long-continued pros-
perity had begotten in the hearts of many of the
Christians,

Helaman himself was a righteous mau: He did
observe to keep the judgmients, and the statutes, and
the conmnandments of God; and he did do that which
was right in the sight of God continually, and he did
walk after the ways of his father, insomuch that he
did prosper in the land. So writes the historian of
Helaman; what more can be said of any man?

Helaman had two sons to whom he gave the
nanies of Nephi and Lehi, to remind thein, when they
heard their own names called, of the faith and good-
ness of their great ancestors, who, by God’s direction,
led their fathers to the promised land. When Hela-
man died he was succeeded by his sou Nephi.
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selves, and they became weak like unto the Lainanties,
man for man. When war was declared, the latter,
being mmch the more numerous, carried everything
before them. In vain the Nephites struggled for their
homes and their liberties. ‘They were forced back by
the hordes of the Lainanites from city to city, front land
to land. Manti, Gideon, Cumeni, Moroni, and even
Zarahemla fell. Nor did the war end when the blood-
thirsty Lamanites held high carnival in the midst of its
towers and palaces. Omnward swept the mvading host;
backward fled the defenders of the commonwealth,
and backward they continued until every town and
city, every tower and fort, from Melek to Moromi, from
Manti to Bountiful, were filled with the savage, half-
disciplined, dark-skinned warriors of. Laman. Not a
place could be found in the whole southern continent
where the soldiers of the Nephites successfully held
their ground. Zarahemla, with its hallowed associa-
tions, 1ts glorious temples, where the daily sacrifice was
unceasingly offered, its proud palaces, its luxurious
homes, its courts of justice, where the chief judge sat
in the magnificence of almost kingly authority to
administer the law—this their queen city, the seat of
their government, the centre of their civilization, the
home of their highest priesthood, was 1n the hands of
their merciless, vandal-like foes. Nor had the danger
stopped ; with hurried hands the Nephites built a line
of defence across the Isthmus of Panama from sea to
sea, for the ummunbered hosts of their conquerors were
still pushing forward. This line of fortifications was
effeCtual; 1t stopped the roll of the barbaric tide north-
ward, and the Lamanite commmanders rested with the
possession of a continent.
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In this war the Nephite dissenters took aétive part
against their white brethren, and to this fa&, in part,
may be attributed the sudden success that shone on the
Lamanite arms. But little by little in succeeding years
the half repentant Nephites regained their lost ground,
until (B. C. 31) the most northerly half of their pos-
sessions had again fallen into their hands; bhut because
of their only partial repentance, their leaders had not
strength to lead them further, and Zarahemla still
remained in the hands of the warriors.of Laman.

When Nephi retired from the judgment seat it
was with the intention of devoting his entire tume to
the preaching of the gospel. He associated his brother
Lehi with him, and connmencing at the most northerly
settlement on the southern continent, Bountiful, he
journeyed and preached throughout all the land south-
ward in the possession of the Nephites. From thence
the two brothers passed onwards to Zaraheinla, where
they found many Nephite dissenters, to whom they
proclanned the word of God in great power. Numbers
of these confessed their sins, were baptized unto repent-
ance, and innnediately returned to their brethren to
repair, if possible, the wrongs they had done, and make
such restitution as lay i1n their power.

Numbers of the Lamanites also received the truth
gladly, insomuch that eight thousand of that race were
baptized in Zarahemla and the regions round about.

FFrom Zarahemla the prophets proceeded to the
Lamanite capital in the land of Nephi, where yet
mightier power attended themi. ‘T'he voice of God
from heaven sustained their testnnony; angels minis-
tered to the people who assembled to see them; neither
prisons, nor chains, uor bonds could restrain or hold
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them, and they accoinplished an ever blessed and
marvelous work amongst the benighted children of
Laman (B. C. 30). God’s power was manifested at
these times in mercy to the darkened condition of the
minds of the Lamanites, when only extraordinary mani-
festations of his divine goodness could reach their
hearts. They had no records to which they could appeal,
and all their traditions were opposed to the Holy Being
whose message of eternal joy the Nephite prophets
bore. Thus 1n their weakness they were strengthened
by signs and wonders which a people better educated in
the things of God could with butill grace claim.

The story of the immistration of Nephi and Lelui
in the land of Nephi is of the deepest interest. When
they reached its chief city they were thrust into that
same prison into which Anmmon and his companions
were cast by the guards of King Limhi, Here they
were kept with little or no food for a number of days.
At the end of this time the officers of the Lamanites
went to the prison with the intention of slaying the
3wo brothers. But to their intense surprise the
Lamanites found them encircled about as if by fire.
At this strange speltacle fear fell upon the officers.
They dared not touch the two prisoners lest they should
be burned. Yet when they saw that Nephi and Leh
were not consumed their hearts took courage, though
they still stood as if struck duinb with amazement.

At this pomt the two brethren stood forward and
began to explain that what was seen was manifested
that they nught learn that uo one could harm them,
and that they were the servants of the Most High, and
his almighty arm shielded them. Nor was this all: a
sudden earthquake shook the ground, the prison walls
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tottered to their foundations, a pall of thick darkness
covered all whom curiosity or other motives had
gathered to the prison. The unburning flame, the
tottering walls, the quivering earth, the nmpenetrable
cloud of blackmness, all conspired to fill the hearts of
the Lamanites with solemm fear and awful dread.
They realized the almighty power of God; they were
filled with the sense of their own abject insignificance.
A voice, the voice of One whom they knew not, sounded
in their affrighted ears. Omnce and again, yea, a
third time, and each time that the voice came it was
followed by the trembling of the earth and the shak-
ing of the prison walls. All nature quivered]at the
presence of the Majesty on High, whilst the heavy,
palpable, impenetrable, darkness still enshrouded them.

From above the voice descended; it was outside the
cloud; its tones came not to their quaking hearts with
the roar of the pealing thunder; nor was it hike the
tunmmltuons flow of angry waters; but a still voice
of perfet mmldness, alimmost a whisper, that pierced to
their 1mmost souls. That voice was the voice of the
mighty God of Jacob, and he called upon all those who
heard hin to repent, and to do his servants no hurt.
With the third repetition of this connnand were added
marvelous words of salvation that cannot be uttered by
men. And because of the thick pall of darkness that
enveloped them, and the fearful dread that filled their
hearts, none dared to move. Fear, astonislunent, appre-
hension of what was to come, had riveted each to the
spot on which he stood.

Among the crowd was a Nephite dissenter, an
apostate from the true church, naimmed Aminadab. This
man, happening to turn lhis face in the direétion in
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surprised his hearers by stating that the chief judge
had been murdered by his brother, who was anxious to
obtain the chief judgeship himself. Both these mien
were menibers of the vile band of robbers who owned
Gadianton as their chief.

The people did not believe Nepht's statement that
their chief judge was murdered, so five incredulous men
ran to the judgiment hall to find out the truth of the
matter. \When they reached there they discovered
Seezoram— for that was the name of the judge—lying
dead in a pool of blood near the judgmment seat. The
five messengers were so overcone with fear at this awful
sight that they fell to the earth.

Soon after, other citizens who had not heard Neph
came in. Finding the dead judge and the five men all
there they concluded that the latter must be the mur-
derers, who, by some manifestation of the power of
heaven, had been prevented from leaving the scene of
their shameful deed. The officers therefore took the
five and cast them into prison.

\When the wicked learned that Nepht’s words had
proven true, they charged lim with being an accom-
plice. They did not believe in revelation from God,
so argued that Nephi mnst have had a hand i the
murder or he could not have known anything about
it. He was therefore taken and bound and brought
before the multitude. Then they cross-examined him,
abused himi, and finally offered him money to confess
that he had employed some one to do the dreadful deed.
They were anxious to bring reproach and trouble upon
him that thev might have an excuse for not believing
his words and heeding his teachings. How he escaped
their plot we will let the Book of Mormion itself tell.
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I am an honest man, and that I am sent unto you from
God.

And it came to pass that they went and did, even
according as Nephi had said unto them. And behold,
the words which he had said, were true; for according
to the words, he did deny; and also according to the
words he did confess.

Somie of the citizens now acknowledged that he
was a prophet, others declared that he was a god, whilst
many remained hardened in their sins. So violent
became the contention that the people gathered in
excited crowds upon the streets, wrangling and disput-
ing about the events of the past two days, and 1n their
excitement they entirely forgot Nephi, and left hun
standing alone in the street.

With a sorrowful heart he wended his way home-
ward; but before he reached there, the voice of the
Lord came to him with many words of comfort and
connmendation. As with others of his servants, the
Lord made a covenant with him, that he would bless
him forever. That whatsoever he bound on earth
should be bound in heaven, and whatsoever he loosed
on earth should be loosed 1n heaven; that he should
have power over the elements to bless and to curse;
to smite the earth with fannne and pestilence and
destruction.

Notwithstanding the many proofs the ungodly
Nephites had that Nephi was a true prophet, they con-
tinued to rejeét his teachings. They persecuted hnmn,
and even went so far as to seek his life. But he was
couveyed out of their nudst by the power of God, and
ministered among other peoples.

The general charadter of the Nephites now com-












STORY OF THE BOOK OF MORMON. 233

desire to have their peace disturbed by the voice of
divine threatenings. But the prophet had the word of
the Lord burning within hini; and could not be
restrained. He mounnted the walls of the city, and
from this conspicuous vantage ground, with out-
stretched hands and loud voice, he proclaimed to the
wicked the unwelcome tidings of their coming des-
truétion. Many listened to his proclamation, sone few
were pricked in their hearts, repented of their evil
deeds, and sought the prophet Nephi, that they imght
be baptized. Others were angry, they gathered up the
stones in the roadway and hurled them at Sainuel; they
drew forth their bows and shot arrows at himi. But
to no effect; the protecting power of the Holy Spirit
was around hini, and he could not be harmed.

\When some beheld how wonderfully the prophet
was preserved, it was a testimony to them that God was
with him, and they also sought Nephi, confessing their
sins. But the great body of the populace grew inore
enraged at the want of success that attended their
murderous efforts. They called upon their captains to
seize and bind himi.. They cried out, He hath a devil,
and it is by this power he 1s preserved; take the fellow,
bind him, and away with him! Following the wild
satanic cry of the multitude, the officers of the law
endeavored to arrest Samuel. But he cast himself down
from the wall of the city and fled out of the lands of
the Nephites into his own country. There he preached
and prophesied aniong his own people; but amongst
the people of Nephi he was never heard of more.

The prophecies of Samuel are amongst the most
wonderful recorded in holy writ. He especially fore-
told many things regarding the life and death of our
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edge of mankind.: That he did not return to the dwell-
ing-places of humanity is testified to by his son some
ten years afterwards.

Six hundred years had now passed since Lehi and
his companions left Jerusalem. The time had arrived,
of which Samuel the Lamamnite and other prophets had
borne testimony, when the phenomena should appear
to bear witness of the birth of the Son of God. As the
day drew near, signs and miracles increased among the
people. But the hardened in heart, who were ever on
the watch to entrap those who believed in the words of
the prophets, began to circulate the idea that the time
had passed and the prophecies had failed. Not content
with mocking and reviling those who were anxiously
looking for the promised two days and a night when
there should be no darkmness, they went so far as to
appoint a day when all who believed 1n the coming of
the Savior should be slain, except the sign be first
given.

This gross wickedness caused Nephi great sorrow,
his only recourse was to heavein. Before God, in
mighty prayer, he bowed in behalf of his imperiled
people. All the day long he continued his earnest
supplications. At last the word of the Anommted One
came unto him, saying, Lift up your head and be of
good cheer, for behold the time is at hand, and on this
night shall the sign be given, and on the morrow come
I into the world, to show unto the world that I will ful-
fil all that which I have caused to be spoken by the
mouth of my holy prophets. As was thus declared,
so was i1t fulfilled, for at the going down of the sun it
was as light as day, and so continued until the morn-
when the sun agam rose in its usual course. A

g,
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new star had also appeared in the heavens. Then the
faithful rejoiced, their hearts were full to overflowing,
they knew that their Redeemer "vas born, and that the
great plan of salvation had entered its most glorious
phase; God, the great Jehovah, was tabernacled in the
flesh. But the wicked quaked with awful dread, they
realized the extent of their iniquity, they sensed that
they were murderers at heart, for they had plotted to
take the lives of the righteous, and in the terror that

THE, NEW STAR.

this overwhelming sense of their piteous condition
wrought, they sank to the earth as thongh they were
dead.

Many now believed who previously had scorned
the divine messages that the prophets bore; but others,
inspired of Satan, as soon as they recovered from the
fright which the appearance of the promised signs had
produced, began to explain them away, and, by various
lying rnmors, endeavored to nullify the good that had
been done in the hearts of many. Others again com-
menced to teach that it was no longer expedient to
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observe the laws of Moses drawing their conclusions
from a false interpretation of the scriptures. Not-
withstanding these efforts of the evil one, Nephi
and others went forth among the people preaching,
baptizing many, and bringing a short period of peace
to the land.

But those who were righteous were not strong
enough to overcome the vast hosts of Gadianton robbers,
who, time and tinie again, swarmed froin their mountain
retreats, and carried carnage, rapine and desolation to
the homes of both Nephites and Lamanites.

Year by year these marauding bands repeated
their incursions. Sometimes one party conquered,
sometimes the other. This condition of affairs kept the
people in such a state of terror and anxiety that life
grew a burden to them. Still they repented not in
sincerity of heart, and their many afflidtions were per-
mitted by the Lord because of their iniquity.

So great was the misery entailed by these invasions,
that the chief judge, Lachoneus, at last determined to
gather all the people into one place, and by a policy of
masterly inactivity wear out or starve out the invaders.
We can scarcely understand how terrible mmust have
been the misery endured by the nation at this tune, to
have caused the conception and execution of such a
measure. Can we picture to ourselves the scenes that
must have occurred as the people of two continents
converged to one gathering place? From the shores of
the great lakes 1n the north, from the stormy Atlantic
seaboard, from the coast where the mild Pacific ebbs
and flows, from the regions of the southern Andes, the
migrating hosts flowed together to Zarahemla and
Bountiful, the lands selected as the temporary gather-
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ing place on this continent, how different were the
events that were occurring in the midst of the house of
Israel on the eastern continent, for it was in this year
that Jesus, the Redeenier of the world, was baptized by
Johm i Jordan, as Lehi, Nephi, and others of the

e

THIZ RIVER JORDAN,

ancient prophets had long before foretold; and it was in
this year that he commmenced his public ninistry, and
began to teach men the law of his gospel.

There was but little to unite the Nephite tribes
except their fear of the Gadianton robbers. This
appears to have led to a confederacy for the pnrposc of
defense. They agreed to keep peace with one another,
and established laws to prevent one tribe trespassing
upon the rights of the others.
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air and then to be driven down again and shattered
upon the unyielding rocks. Mountains were riven
and swallowed up in yawning gulfs, or were scattered
into fragments and dispersed like hail before the tear-
ing wind. Cattle were lifted from their feet and dashed

THE CRUCIFIXION.

over precipices, or were hurried before the blast to
perish in the far off sea. ‘Towers, temiples, houses,
were torn up, scattered in fragments or crushed by
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whose death the three days of unexampled, nupenetra-
ble darkness had been a sign.

While thus engaged a strange, sweet voice fell
upon their ears, yet it pierced them to the centre, that
their whole frames treinbled. At first they wist not
what it said or whence it came; nor even when the
words were again repeated did they understand. But
when they came a third time they understood their
glorious mport, and knew that 1t was the voice of God.
He said unto theim, Behold my beloved Son, in whom I
am well pleased, in whom I have glorified my name:
hear ye him. Obedient to this heavenly voice they cast
their eyes upward, and to their joyous astonishment
beheld the Messiah, clothed in a white robe, coming
out of heaven.

Even yet they did not comprehend who it was,
but thought him an angel. As he descended to the
earth and stood in their mdst, their wondering eyes
were all turned towards hiim, but for awe not a month
was opened or a limb moved. Then the Redeemer
stretched forth his hand and said unto the multitude:
Behold I am Jesus Christ, whoin the prophets testified
should come into the world; and behold, I am the life
and light of the world; and I have drunk out of the
bitter cup which the Father hath given to ine, and have
glorified the Father in taking upon me the sins of the
world, in the which I have suffered the will of the
Father in all things from the beginning.

Then the whole multitude fell to the earth, they
remembered the sayings of the prophets, they realized
that their God stood in the midst of them.

Again the risen Redeemer spake: Arise, said he,
and come forth unto me, that yon may thrust your
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noticeable in the wording of the instructions, but as a
rule these diffierences are trivial, the advantage being
with the Nephites, whose greater faith drew from the
Savior deeper truths than Judah had received, or caused
him to display greater manifestations of his om-
nipotence and boundless love. From the believers
he would turn to the Twelve, and give them special 1n-
structions as his ministers, then again he would shed
forth his words of mercy, truth and divine wisdom upon
the multitnde; and by and by again address the disci-
ples. So he continued day by day until all was re-
vealed, either to the multitude or to the Thwelve, that
was necessary for the eternal salvation of the obedient.

Sonie have wondered why Jesus should have given
so many of the same teachings to the Nephites as he
did to the Jews. The reason i1s that those teachings
were perfeét and could not be improved. They were
universal, that is, they were adapted to the wants of
all peoples, whether of Israel or of the Gentiles,
whether of Jndah or Joseph. They were a portion of
the everlasting gospeland had to be preached to all the
world as a witness, to those who dweltin America as well
as to those of Asia, Africa and Europe. Thus we find in
the teachings given to the Nephites what we teru
the first principles of the gospel—faith, repentance
and baptisin; we also find those divine lessous of love,
truth, humility and duty that glorified the Savior’s
“Sermon on the Mount.” As we rapidly pass through
these instruétions we shall find how entirely adapted
they are to the needs of all men who desire to live a
godly life in Christ Jesus.
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cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them
under their feet, and turn again and rend you.

Ask, and 1t shall be given unto you; seek, and ye
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto yon,

For every omne that asketh, receiveth; he that
. seeketh, iindeth; and to him that knocketh, it shall be
opened. Or what man is there of yon, whom, if his
son ask bread, will give him a stone? Or if he ask a
fish, will he give him a serpent?

If ye then being evil know how to give good gifts
unto your children, how much more shall your Father
who 1s 1n heaven give good things to them that ask
him?

Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that nien
should do to you, do ye even so to them, for this is the
law and the prophets.

Enter ye in at the straight gate; for wide is the
gate, and broad is the way, which leadeth to destruction,
and many there be who go in thereat; because straight
1s the gate, and narrow 1s the way, which leadeth unto
life, and few there be that find it.

Beware of false prophets, who come to you in
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening
wolves. Ye'shall know them by their fruits: Do men
gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?

Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit,
but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.

A good tree connot bring forth evil fruit, neither a
corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.

Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit, is
hewn down, and cast into the fire.

Wherefore, by their fruits ye shall know them.

Not every one that saith unto me Lord, Lord, shall
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enter into the kingdom of heaven: but he that doeth
the will of my Father who 1s in heaven.

Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have
we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have
cast out devils? and n thy name done many wonderful
works? And then will I profess unto them, I never
knew you, depart from me, ye that work 1mqult3

Therefore, whoso hear-
eth these sayings of mine,
and doeth them, I will liken
him unto a wise man, who
built his house upon a rock.
And the ramn descended, and
the floods came, and the

winds blew, and beat
upon that house; and
it fell not; for 1t was
. founded upon a rock.

And every one that heareth these sayiugs of nune,
and doeth themn uot, shall be likened unto a foolish
man, who built his house upon the saud.

And the rain descended, and the floods came, and
the winds blew, and beat upon that house; aud 1t fell,
and great was the fall of it.
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when they were few in numbers, they seem for a time to
have been tainted with some of the social vices of
the degenerate people from whom the Lord had
separated them. They comuitted great immmoralities
and took wives for utterly unworthy purposes, and with-
out the fear of the Lord before their eyes; and after
they had taken them, they frequently abused or neg-
leéted them, until their suffering cries came up before
the Eternal One, and heaven forbade any man among
them taking more than one wife, but adding this pro-
viso: For if I will, saith the Lord of Hosts, raise up
seed unto e, I will command my people; otherwise
they shall hearken to these things. This injundtion,
we are of the opinion, was afterwards removed,and the
foreshadowed command given, as is evident from the
later history of the Nephites, that in a better era of
their national life polygamy was sandétioned by the law
and practised among themi, and that, indeed, by the
men most favored of God. As an example, we will cite
the prophet Amulek, the devoted friend and zealous
fellow laborer of the younger Alma; the only man 1in
all the vast city of Ammonthah to whom an angel was
sent, and 1n whose behalf mighty miracles -vere
wrought. He expressly mentions his women, and as
he places them next to himself and before his children,
his father and all his other kinsfolk and kindred, and
nowhere uses the word wife or wives, i1t is evident that
his wives were meant and not serving women. No one,
surely, would argue that he wonld give to the latter
the place of honor in his address to his fellow citizeus,
before his parents and his children. As another
instance, the great number of Chief Judge Pahoran’s

sons is incidentally mentioned.
19
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portation are not described. They were very rich in
horses, and doubtless made use of them as beasts of
burden. The fact that large bodies of this people made
extended journeys in their various migrations and col-
onizings, is beyond dispute. From one family they
filled a continent, or more properly two continents.
The use of ships is not mentioned until the middle of
the last century before the Christian era. These were
then used in conveying iinmigrants, lumber, provisions,
etc., to the northern continent; the first ship-building,
of which we have an account, having been done at the
settlements mnear the Isthius of Panama, to which
point good roads had by that tiime been constructed.
In the earlier history of the Nephites it is probable
that most of their material was transported on pack
animals, as 1s done to-day in the regions then inhabited
by them. Inthe dense tropical vegetation of the wil-
derness, and along the mountain slopes of the Andes,
road-making was difficult and expensive, and packing
on the backs of animals (say the horse, the mule, the
llaia, the alpaca, etc.,) was the cheapest and most con-
venient to a comparatively poor and small people.

Chariots are mentioned but seldom. The Laman-
ite momnarch, Lamoni, had his horses and chariots, to
which reference 1s more than once made; and in after
years, when the Nephites gathered with all they pos-
sessed 1nto one place, to defend themselves against the
Gadianton robbers {(seveuteen years after the birth of
Christ), they removed their provisions, grain, etc., by
means of vehicles called chariots. ‘These are the only
instances, of which the writer remembers, where vehi-
cles of any kind are spoken of 1 the Book of Mormon,
in connection with the inhabtants of this continent.
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ful, but also one of his most intelligent servants, to
conmmnence the work. Indeed, on the very first page of
the Book of Morimon, Nephi incidentally refers to the
learning of his father; which learning, we infer from
many passages in the sacred record, was obtained by
Lehi in Egypt, as well as in Palestine, the associations
between the mhabitants of these two countries being,
in his day, very close, and the inter-communication
very frequent.

As the foundation of their literature, Lehi and his
colony carried with them a copy of the sacred scrip-
tures, which contained not only an account of God’s
dealings with mankind, from the creation to the age of
Jeremnah, but also the only complete history in exist-
ence of the people who lived before the deluge. The
Egyptians, Chaldeans and other nations had mangled, *
mythic and jumbled-up accounts of man’s history
from the creation to the flood; but the Nephites pos-
sessed the details of this epoch in much greater com-
pleteness than even Christendom does to-day. ‘These
scriptures —historical and doétrinal— being numnier-
ously reproduced and scattered among the people,
formed the basis of Nephite literature, giving thein the
numense advantage over all other people of possessing
the unpolluted word of God in every age then past,
suppleniented by a correét and undisputed history of
the results, to the world, of man’s obedience or dis-
obedience to these heavenly messages. How much
more complete these scriptures were than the Bible of
Christendom, 1s shown by the numerous references to
the lives, and quotations from the teachings, of ancient
worthies, Melchizedek, Jacob, Joseph and others; to
the acts and infamies of Cain, etc., not found in the

20
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knowledge with regard to the heavenly bodies, etc.
Possibly they were the only people of their age blessed
with a commprehension of these sublime truths. It 1s
altogether probable that among their scriptures were
copies of the Book of Abraham, from which they could
acquaint themselves with the beauties and hariuonies
of celestial mechanism. They undoubtedly had the
writings of Joseph the son of Jacob, as these are
quoted in the Book of Mormon; and, as the prophet
Joseph Smnth found the writings of Abraham and
Joseph together in the Egyptian mummies, it is far
from 1mprobable that the Nephites, as well as the early
Egyptians, possessed both. To show the astronomical
knowledge possessed by the Nephites, we will draw
attention to the words of two of their prophets. The
first extract 1s from the reply of Alma to Korihor,
the Anti-Christ (B. C. 75), when the latter asked for a
sign to prove the existence of a God. His words are:
Thou hast had signs enough; will ye tempt your God?
Will ye say, Show unto 1ne a sign, when ye have the
testimony of all these thy brethren, and also all the
holy prophets? The scriptures are laid before thee,
yea, and all things denote there 1s a God; yea, even the
earth, and all things that are upon the face of it, yea,
and 1ts motion; yea, and also all the planets which
move in their regular form, doth witness that there is a
Supreme Creator. The next quotation 1s from the
refleétions of oune of the servants of God (probably
Mormon) inserted into the Nephite history of about sev-
enty years later. ‘The writer is speaking of the great-
ness and goodness of God, and among other things
declares: Yea, by the power of lis voice doth the
whole earth shake; yea, by the power of his voice doth
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colonies of Nephites were sent to occupy the country
and build cities on their southern border, even to the
Atlantic coast. To proteét the new settlers, Moroni
placed troops all along this line and caused them to
erect fortifications for the better defense of the frontier.
This fortified line ran firom the west sea (the Pacific
Ocean) by the head of the river Sidon (the Magdalena)
eastward along the northern edge of the wilderness.
Somnite of the readers of the Book of Mormon have
nnagined this line of defense to have been one contin-
uous rampart or wall—after the style of the great wall
of China—reaching from ocean to ocean, and on this
surmise have argued that the comnpletion of such an
immnuense work in a few years was an nmpossibility to a
people of the limuted numerical strength of the Ne-
phites. To get over this difficulty of their own creation
they have resorted to various theories with regard to its
locality, inconsistent with the geographical details, on
purpose to shorten its distance to what they deemed a
reasonable length, possible for the Nephites to have
built in a few years. The writer holds the opinion that
the Book of Mormon conveys no such idea; it simply
states that Moroni erected fortifications along this line;
or, as he views it, Moroni took advantage of the natural
features of the country, its wide rivers, far-stretching
swamps and ranges of high monntains, and built forti-
fications at every point where the Lamanites could find
igress, such as at the fords of the rivers and the passes
between the mountains. He there stationed bodies of
troops sufficiently strong to hold their posts, and, if
necessary, defend the surrounding country. This sys-
tem of defense would be mere powerful and effetive
than an artificial wall; high mountains and deep rivers
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lent a senum of silver, for each day that they were
thus ewmployed. As the Nephites had changed the
nanmes and values of their coins from the old Hebrew
standards, we have no dire¢t way of judging from the
record how liberally these officers were remunerated.
Lawyers, also, were hired and appointed by the people
to adimmster the law at the tinie of their trials; it is
presumable these acted in behalf of the republic some-
what in the capacity of prosecuting attorneys of the
United States. If trial by jury was in vogue among
the Nephites, we have not been able to find any refer-
ence to that method; indeed the evidence is altogether
in favor of the idea that the judge decided as to the guilt
or mmmnocence of the accused, and, if adjudged guilty,
passed sentence on the.culprit. The corruption of
these lawyers and judges early becaine, in some por-
tions of the land, a foundation for the destruction of
the goverimment.

When the chief judge was eleéted he took an oath
of office, and 1t 1s presmmable that the lesser officers
did the same. The nature of that oath can be easily
understood by referring to the case of Pahoran. He
was appointed chief judge and governor over the peo-
ple, with an oath and sacred ordinance to judge right-
eously, and to keep the peace, and the freedom of the
people, and grant unto thein their sacred privileges to
worship the Lord their God; yea,to support and main-
tain the cause of God in all his days, and to bring the
wicked to justice, according to their crimes.

The punishment of corruption, or malfeasance in
office, was specially provided for. King Mosiah ex-
plains the provisions of the law on this subjeét in the
following language: And now if ye have judges and
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pelled Moroni to set his Lamanite prisoners to work, 1s
referred to in somewhat of an apologetic tone. \Vhen
such prisoners attempted to escape, they were slain by
their guards. \e have numerous instances where
prisoners were released on parole, or on their giving
such promises as were thought necessary to the Nephite
general.

It frequently happened, during the days of the
Judges, that the Nephites, in some of their periodical
spasms of apostasy and wickedness, would clammor for
changes to be made i their just and wise laws, in a
manner to better suit their degraded habits and course
of life. \When the majority of the people were on the
side of righteousness, these attempts were in vain.
\When wickedness abounded, the corrupt majority car-
ried their points. The record of their history shows
that 1n the sixty-second year of the Judges (B. C. 30)
they had altered and trampled under their feet the laws
of Mosiah, or that which the Lord had commanded him
to give unto the people; and that their laws had become
corrupted, and they had grown wicked hke unto the
Lamanites. Seven years later the corruption of the
people had become pitiable. The Gadianton robbers
were filling the judgment seats, having usurped the
power and authority of theland: Laying aside the com-
mandments of God, and not in the least aright before
him; doing no justice unto the children of men; con-
demmning the righteous because of their righteousness;
letting the guilty and the wicked go unpunished,
because of their money; and moreover to be held
office at the head of government to rule and do accord-
g to their wills, that they might get gain and glory
of the world; and moreover that they mught the more
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as a means to this end, they had the chief judge
assassinated, while they selected a man named Jacob
for their king. These royalists, or kingmen, were not
as snccessfunl i obtaining the sympathy of the major-
ity of the people as they anticipated; they thercfore
decided to remove in a body to the northermmost part
of the land, and there establish the monarchy. This
design they successfully carried out. Those who re-
mained at home favored the division of the people into
tribes, and there being none strong enough to effec-
tually oppose this suicidal policy, the republic becanie a
thing of the past.

The organization of these tribes was evidently on
the patriarchal principle; the head, or imost influential
member of a family, gathered his kinsimen around
him, The historian states: And the people were
divided one against another, and they did separate one
fromn another, into tribes, every man according to his
family, and his kindred, and friends.

Fach of these tribes chose a chief, leader, or ruler;
as it 1s written: And every tribe did appoint a chief, or
leader over them; and thus they became tribes and
leaders of tribes. Now behold, there was no man
aniong them, save he had much family, and manv kin-
dreds and friends.

The laws of the various tribes were not untfor,
but there was a general nnderstanding by which they
prevented the outbreak of actual war. It is stated that
in the thirty-first year (after Christ), ‘I'hey had come to
an agreement that they would not go to war one with
another; but they were not united as to their laws, and
their manner of government, for they were established
according to the minds of those who were their chiefs
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have prospered; how they covered the land with mil-
lions of huinan souls; how the arts and sciences must
have been developed; and how greatly must true and
heavenly knowledge have been spread abroad! The
law of Moses was no longer observed, but the holy
priesthood, after the order of the Son of God, mnis-
tered in might in their imdst; the faith of the people
made angels their frequent visitors; the purity of cach
life caused the Holy Spirit to be the constant compan-
ion of every soul. ‘This happy, glorious state of
holiness continued a full two hundred years, and then
commenced the decline of the nation; rapid indeed was
its descent, and great was its fall.

The first signs of the decrease in the righteousness
of the people, recorded in the Book of Mormon, were:
That some becanie lifted up in pride; these took to
wearing costly apparel, jewels, and the fine things of
the world. The people ceased to have their goods and
their substance i1 common. They began to be divided
into ¢lasses; rich and poor appeared. They commenced
to deny portions of the gospel, and to build up churches
tosuit their peculiar ideas; others began to deny the true
Church of Christ. They admmimstered that which was
sacred (temple ordinances) to the unworthy; and before
long they devised all manmner of wickedness, and com-
menced to persecute the servants of God, even to death,
when permitted to do so by the powers that rule in the
heavens.

Thus matters went on, growing worse every year,
until the people were again divided into two nations,
Nephites and Lamanites, with their old traditions and
ways; which, as was natural, ultimately culminated
in war; and such a war! For savageness, brutality,
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prevails in young communities, and is an evidence
that the growth of Nephite civilization was much the
same as in the nations of the eastern hemisphere. As
the population of a nation increases, its powers of gov-
ernment consolidating and its commierce developing,
these various and conflicting standards of exchange
give rise to much unnecessary confusion, many per-
plexing difaculties and frequent wisunderstandings
and complications, which hamper trade and connnerce,
retard material progress, and delay the umnification of
the nation. It thus becomes the work of the far-see-
ing statesman or wise ruler to bring all these various
local rates to one national standard, recognized as legal
and equitable 1 all parts of the realm.

This work the second Mosiah accomplished for the
Nephites. WWhen he revised and codified the national
law for the goverment of the people under the Judges,
he abolished the local distinétive rates and mtroduced
one universal standard. Of the ratios of the various
weights and measures, either before or after the enact-
ment of Mosial’s wise law, we are told nothing in the
Book of Mormonj; it is simply stated that the Nephites
had not adhered to the standards in use among the
Jews in Judea, but had altered their reckoning and
their measures, very frequently as caprice, convenience,
or local exclusiveness mspired. As to the ratios of
the coins legalized by Nosiah’s code they are highly
artistic, evince a large acquaintance with monetary mat-
ters and point to a high degree of civilization as then
existing among the Nephites.

The following is the table of these coins as given
in the Book of Mormon:
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ants, we have immany recorded instances, but none that
exceed that of his great-grandson Joseph, whose sur-
passing manliness placed him in the greatest jeopardy,
but whose uncompromising virtue and unaffected
innocence bronglit him off conqueror over temptation,
and raised him to the highest pinnacle of earthly splen-
dor and heavenly favor. It was from this well-favored
Joseph that the Nephites sprang.

God has set the mark of his displeasure on the
Lamanites, whom he has cursed, because of the iniqui-
ties of their fathers, with a darkened skin, uncomely
features, and strait, black, coarse hair. In the begin-
ning it was not so with either Judah or Manasseh.

In confirmation of the testimony of the Book of
Mormon, that the inhabitants of this continent were
once a white and beautiful people, it may be stated that
when very ancient burial places in North and South
America have been opened, the remains of two races—
one dark and the other fair—have been exhumed. The
question may arise: How could this be told, when the
skin had long rotted off the bomnes, and left only the
skeleton behind, which fell in powder as soon as it was
exposed to the action of the air? In this way: The
dry, gravelly soil in which some of these bodies were
buried, had so little affected the mununy, that portions
of the hair still remained in good preservation, and in
nunlerous instances it was such as is only found on the
heads of light races. We will cite a few examples
given by different inquirers in this field of research.

Onmne writer, speaking of the ancient mummies found
in Peru, says: The hair in general is of a lightish
brown, and of a fineness of texture which equals that
of the Anglo-Saxon race. Again: The ancient Peru-
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have understood the Egyptian, and recorded their
sacred writings, from generation to generation, in that
lunguage. The words ‘“language of the Iigyptians”
very probably meaus little more than Egyptian charac-
ters or an alphabet for spelling Hebrew words. There
scemed to be two sets of characters—the Egyptian and
the Hebrew (see Mormon ix., 32 and 33) for spelling;
but it is doubtful whether the words \\11tten were w 01ds
of two distinct languages, or words of one language
written in the Egyptian and Hebrew characters.
Which was the fact is not clearly specified.
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ANCIENT EGYDPTIAN CHARACTERS.

_

We here reproduce two cnts to show our readers
that there 1s a distinct family likeness between the
engravings on the plates from which the Book of Mor-
mon was translated and ancient Egyptian characters.
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within Utah Territory; and the city of New York and
the connty of New York within the state of New
York. To distinguish the smaller land of Nephi from
the whole conntry, it 1s sometimes called the land of
Lehi-Nephi.

We have stated that the small land of Nephi
was a very limited distriét. We think this is casily
proven. It was so limited m extent that we are told
king Noah built a tower near the temiple so high that
he could stand upon the top thereof and overlook not
only the land of IL.ehi-Nephi where it was built, but
also the land of Shilom and the land of Shemlon,
which last named land was possessed by the Laman-
ites. No matter how high the tower, these lands must
have been comparatively small (or at any rate the land
of Lehi-Nephi was) to have enabled a man to overlook
the whole three from the top of one building.

It was on the borders of this land, at the outer
edge of its cultivated grounds, in the forest (or thicket)
of Mormon, that Almna used to lnde himself 1n the
daytime, from the searches of the king, while he min-
istered among the people when the shades of evening
gave him security. It was there he gathered the believ-
ers 1n lis teachings, baptized them in the waters of
Mormon, and organized the Church of Jesus Christ,
From the waters of Mormon to Zarahemla it was
twenty-two days’ actual travel for an enngrant train.

Alma having been warned of the Lord that the
armies of king Noah would conmie npon his people.
the latter gathered together their flocks, and took of
their grain and departed into the wilderness which
divided the lands of Nephi and Zarahemla. They fled
eight days’ journey into the wilderness when they
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was situated contiguous to the wilderness at the head
waters of the Sidon (.4/ma xw/. 6), and lay on the line
of march generally taken by the armies of the I.aman-
ites when they invaded Zarahemla. Its exadt boun-
daries are not defined; indeed, 1t is altogether probable
that they varied considerably at different periods of
Nephite history. However, it is evident that it was
the most southerly of all the lands inhabited by the
Nephites, in the western half of the South American
continent, after they had moved from the land of
Nephi.

GipEox.—In a valley on the east of the Sidon was
built, during the early days of the republic, an 1mport-
ant city, which was named after the martyr Gideon.
The valley itself was also known by the saime name, and
i1s frequently called the land of Gideon, for we find no
evidence to lead to the conclusion that the land ex-
tended bey ond the valley. Nearly all that we know of
this region is contained in a single passage (A/ma 2. 7),
which states that Alma left Zarahemla and went over
upon the east of the river Sidon, into the valley of
Gideon, there having been a city built which was called
the city of Gideon, which was in the valley that was
called Gideon, being called after the man who was
slain by the hand of Nehor with the sword.

From the references in the historical narrative we
incline to the opinion that this valley lay either direétly
east, or somewhat to the south of the city of Zara-
hemla. Travelers coming from the north are never
mentioned as passing through it on their way to Zara-
hemla, without they had a purpose in so doing, as in
the case where Moroni marched from the northeast to
the relief of chief judge Pahoran (l/ma Ix:7r).
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the Pacific shore. This opinion we think i1s not war-
ranted by the statement in the Book of Mormon.
Mulek, as we have already shown, was on the Atlantic,
or east sea; Bountiful was northward of Mulek. \When
Teancum retreated before the hosts of the Lamanites,
who poured out of the city of Mulek to capture his
small force, he began to retreat down by /e sea shwore
northward (“llma li. 23). This course brought him
to Bountiful. From the details contained in this chap-
ter we are forced to the conclusion that he and his
soldiers reached that city on the saime day that they
started from outside Mulek. Now, unless the con-
figuration of the coast line has been euntirely and com-
pletely changed, no march of one day, or indeed of any
length of tine along '“the sea shore northward” would
bring a person to the Pacific Ocean. Our only conclu-
sion can be that Bountiful was sitnated on the sea shore
on the eastern side of the Isthmus, if on the Isthmus
at all. Other passages than the one above show that
Mulek and Bountiful lay in close proxnnity.

We fancy the reason why some suppose that the
city Bountiful 'ay on the west coast, 1s because Hagoth
built his ship yards there. But the record does not
say he built them in or near the city Bountiful. \What
1s stated 1s that Hagoth went forth and built hun an
exceeding large ship, on the borders of the land
Bountiful, by the land Desolation, and launched 1t forth
mto the west sea, by the narrow neck of land which
led into the wilderness northward (Alma liii. 3).
This narrow neck of land was the dividing line between
the land Desolation on the north, and the land Bounti-
ful on the south. We think it 1s evident, from the
above, that the city Bountiful and Hagoth’s settlement
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APPEARANCE OF CHRIST TO THE BROTHIR OF JaRYND.
























PROPHETS PREACHING TO THE JAREDITES.












ETHER FINISHING HIS RECORD.






















































































