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work, are wholly occupied with the Mexican or Lamanite hieroglyphics, plates,
&ec., while the remaining four volumes are mostly the published manuscripts of
the early Spanish and European historians relating to the New World, Should
the institution be unable to procure elswhere, these nine huge volumes, we do
not know hut we might be prevailed upon to part with our own, now in Salt
Lake City. We would further suggest, that the apartment for the Library be
constructed of sufficient dimensions, for the translations of the Brass Plates in
different languages, together with the translations of numerous other Sacred
and Historical records of Ancient America, which will appear during the pre-
sent and following century. Though there will be, during the present genera-
tion, erected in Western Missouri, an extensive Musenm or Sacred Depository
of all the original Metalic Plates, yet branch libraries can be furnished with

authenticated copies of their translations.

In the mean time, we hail with

unbounded satisfaction, the proposed great work of American Archaologists.

O P

The last company of the emigrating Saints, for this year, arrived in Salt

Lake Valley on the 22nd of October.

They can now appreciate the sacred

song, ““ How beautiful upon the mountains,” &e.

SACRED METALIC PLATES.

BY 0. PRATT.
—_—

The Sacred Stones, with inscribed
Hebrew characters, are creating quite
a sensation among archaeologists.
Ancient American history seems to be
revealing itself from the archives of
the tomb ; and the learned are begin-
ning to ask, Who were the people who
constructed the ancient mounds of the
New World, and wrote in ancient
Hebrew characters, extracts and senti-
ments from the Hebrew Seriptures?
The Nephite history, translated from
the Gold Plates, and pablished nearly
thirty-seven years ago, replies, that
they were Israelites, not the ten tribes,
but the descendants of Joseph and
Judah. The Nephites were princi-
pally the descendants of Manasseh,
the son of Joseph. The Prophet
Nephi and his small company were
brought out of Jernsalem, eleven years
before the Babylonish captivity, or six
centuries before Christ; they sailed
from the southern portions of Arabia
over the Indian dnd Pacific oceans,

landing on the Western coast of South-
America, not far from where now
stands the city of Valparaiso, in Chili,
In the first year of the captivity, the-
Lord led forth another small company
from Jerusalem, under the leadership-
of Mulek, one of the sons of Zedekiah.
Mulek was consequently a descendant
of Judah, through the lineage of king
David. This last company landed in.
North America, some distance North
of the Isthmus of Darien, and soon
after, emigrated into the northern
portions of South America, where they
dwelt, until they were discovered by
the Nephites who united with them.
This union took place some four cen-
turies after the land was colonized
from Jerusalem. During this long
period, the Mnulekites had become-
much degenerated : not having brought
any copies of the Seriptures with them
from Asia, their language had become
so corrupted, that the two mnations.
could not nnderstand each other : but,
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by constant intercourse with the peo-
ple:-of | Nephi, they were recldimed,
and, taught properly in the language
and religion of their fathers. 5
n%‘ti “when did the Nephites send
“fofth their colonies into North Ame-
riea’¥ The Nephite  history says,

“ Amgl it came to pass that in 'the |

thirty and.seventh year of the reign of
the Judges,” (being the 546th year
from ‘the time Nephi left J. erilsa{;am
and'the’ 54th 'year  before Ch-l‘ia‘t,s
¢ there was a large company of men,
even to the amount of five thousand
and four hundred men, with . their
wives and their children, departed out
of thié land of Zarahemla,” (the North-
ern part of South America,) ““into the:
land which was northward.

Anﬁ it came to pass that Hagoth,
he being an exceeding carious man,
therefore he went forth and built him
an exceeding large ship, on the bor-
ders of the land Bbl'mtiflﬂ, by ‘thé’

d Desolation, and launched it forth |

into the west sea, by the narrow neck
which led into the land northward.
And behold, there were many of the
Nephites who did enter therein, and
did sail forth with much provisions,
and also many women and children ;
and they took their course northward.
And thus ended the thirty and seventh
year. And in the thirty and eighth
year, this man built other ships. And’
thé first ship did also réturn, and:
many more people did ‘enter inte-it;
and they also took much provisions,
and set out again to the land north-
ward. And it came to pass that they
were never heard of more.  And we
suppose thait they were drowned up in
the depths of the sea. And it came to’
ass that one other ship also did sail
ortly; * and - whither she did' go, we
know not.  And it came to pass that-
inthis year, there were many people
who went forth into the land north-
ward. And thus ended the thirty and
eighth year. And it came to passin
the thirty and ninth year of the reign
of the Judges, Shiblon died also, and
‘Corianton had gone forth to the land
nerthward, in a slip, to carry forth
provisions unto . the people who had
gone forth into that land ; therefore
1tsbecame expedient for Shiblon to con~
fer those sacred things;, before his

‘mén, throughout all't

land ;
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was called Helaman, being called after
the name of his father. - Now beholdy
all those engravings which were in the.
possession of Helaman were written .
and sent forth among the children of
e 1and.” (Book'?

of Mormon p; 887.,) /v w ind womd Jox
ffAnd. it came to pass/in the forby T
and sixth year, yea, there was m
contention a_.né_ ~many dissensions ; in . b
the which “there were an exceeding
great’ many' who departed out of the™s
land' of Zarahemla, and went ' forth a
uuto the land northward to inherit the :;
gnd,.&heyf did, travel to an ex- 5
ceeding great d{ataﬁbé, ingsomuch that
they 'camé’ to ' large “bodies of water,””
and ‘many rivers ; yea, and even theys
did spread forth into all parts of the
land, into whatsoever parts it had not
been_rendered desolate, and without
timber, because of the many inhabi-
tants who had, before inherited ¢
land.*" And now no part of the la
was’ desoldte save it were for timber, "
&ec.; but because of the greatness of o»
the destruction of the people who had
before inhabited the land, it was called
desolate.  And there being but little -
timber upon the face of the land, never-
theless the people who went forth,
f beca‘ufse exceéding expert in the work-
jing. of .cement ; therefore they did
build houses of cement, in the which
“they did dwell. And it came to pass
‘that  they did »multiply and sprea
and did go forth from the land south=!’
ward to the land porthward, and did »
spread insomuch that they began to "
' cover-the face of the whole earth, from::
' the sea’ sonth to the sea north; from!:
the sea west tothe sea east. - And the
| people who'/were in: the land morth~
ward, did dwell in tents, and in houses |
| of cement, and they did suffer whatso~'|
ever tree shounld spring up upon the
face of the land; that it thould grow'l
up, - that in time they might have!;
timber to build their houses, yea, their'
cities, -and their temples, and their/:
synagogues, and their sanctuaries, and |
all manner of their buildings: And’it!.
came to pass as timber was exceeding
scaree in the land northward, they did

* North -Ameries had previously  been|
oceupied by a yery dense nogghniqqem d
Jaredites, who came from the 'Tower o
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death, upon the son of Helaman, who |

Babel, and were destroyed abont six’centa="
riés before Uhrist, ' = . r pog a0F et
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But they were divided into two separ-

piig ; and thus they did enable the [‘até nations, the matités ' occupying
peggfe[ in l'.'heq land .ﬁ':’li:ll!orthwa:t"dl,r 't aﬁttﬂaoﬁth; ,an'd_ai_:lljﬁ{' ”%hitps}"’ Nt‘)’rth lAme%”
they might build many cities, both of | rica. This” was ‘their pbsition “three’

wood and cement. ]En'd"iﬁ "carne’ 6"
pass that there were many of the peo=/
le of Ammon, who were Lamanites,
y birth, did also go forth into this
land.

Aud there were many records kept
of the proceedinglz of this people, by
many of this péople, ‘which' are parti-
‘cular, and very large, concerning them;
but behold, a hundredth patt of the

proceedings of this people, yea, thet
account of thie Lamanites, and‘of the |

Nephites, and' their awars, ‘and con-
teﬁpﬂons, and  dissentions, and ' their
preaching,! and their prophecies, and
their shipping, and! their building of
ships, and their building 6f temples,
and ' of synagogues, and their sanctu-
aried, and their righteousness, and
their wickeduness, and their murders,
and theirrobbings, and their plunder-:
ing, ' and all manner of abominations,

aud-whoredoms, cannot’ be: contained
inr this work; but behold there are

many Books, and many records < of
every kind, and they have been kept
chiéfly by the Nephites, and they have

been handed down from one genera- |

tien ' to anothier by

During the first ten years, after the
Nephite emigration commenced from
South to' North America, there must'
undoubtedly have been several hun-
dred thousand souls spread over the’
North wing of the continent. Many.
of these were settled along the west-
eriui coast, | while others -afterwards
bdldly penetrated into the great in-
terior, travelling a great distance; and
founded colonies, near “LARGE
BODIES OF WATER, AND, MANY
RIVERS.” . From the description,
their country must have bovdered upon
the great lakegyin’ dhe vast xegion of!
the mounds, ' embraging isbme fifteen
Thundred thousand square miles in the

the Nepliites.”

great Mississippi valley. It must be |

borne in miind, that this great influx
of nIsraglites from the South to:the
North, commenced near the beginning
of the first half cenvury before Christ.:
And during the next four centuries,
the whole continent both North and

‘hundred ‘and 'seventy-five’ years after'’
©hrist, at which period, after the con-
tinent had been convulsed by war for
fifty years, the Lamanites began to
prevail over the Nephites, and drove
them from the Isthmus, and from
various parts of the land, burning and
Aestroying their towns andigities. And
finally, in the three hundred and
eighty-fourth year after Christ, the
whole Nephite nation having been
collected in the inberior:of tlie State of
‘New York, were overpowered and des=-~
troyed; the Lamanites alone remaining -
«in possession; of the land, ‘The. Pro-1
»phet Moroni, 'who had | possession of
‘the [Grold: 1 Plates, | kept - thimself | hidv
fromii - the | Lamanites,  aud  eontinued

+ hig 'history, wuntil four hundred and

twenty years after’ Christ, aud being’,
.commanded of the Lord, hid up the:
Plates in the hill Cumorah, in Ountario’’
‘county, | in' the State of New: York;
‘where they remained a little over four-/.
teen centuriés, being discovered tol.
Joseph-Smith by an angel of God, and/.
obtained by him, Seépt. 22nd, 1827,/

These plates were seen by twelve]
men whio lived 'in 'that part of the

| State, four of ' whom, including  the-

| translator, also-saw tliem inthe hands :
of an' holy angel in: his glory, and~
‘heaxd the voice of God, testifying to!
the cortectness of their translation by'|
‘the Propbet Joseph Smith, through
the gift and power of God :- after which
‘the plates, by the command of God,
were again hid/ up, under the charge'!
~of tho angel, to be heréafter revealed
in the Lord’s own, dug time. ; The!
Euglish translation was published early
in the spring of 1830. - The solemn
testimonies of the twelve witnesses,
are prefixed to the printed editions,
L in | thedeight different languages into-
which this ancient American Biblej,
- has already been translated. 5
Before proceeding further, we un-
hesitatingly sag, that there are no dis- |
coveries, since the New World was’
-rev.eafled- to Europeans,  that, in the:
least, militate against the true and
faithful Listory, which God has re-|
vealed in the wonderful Book of Mor-

South,  became densely populated.

-mon. Baty on the contrary, there i
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a world of evidence, derived from both
internal and external sources, from
American antiquities, and from the re-
ligious customs, traditions, and lan-

SEMI-ANNUAL

CONFERENCE,

guages of the aborigines, to establish
the divine anthenticity of that sacred
Rook upon a basis, as firm and im-
moveable as the Rock of ages.

(To be continued.)

THIRTY-SIXTH SEMI-ANNUAL CONFERENCE,

(From the Deseret News.)

—_—

The Semi-Annual Conference econ- | all the Saints, may have the Spirit of

vened in the Bowery in this city on
Saturday morning, October 6th, 1866,
President Brigham Young presiding.

On the Stand during the meetings
were Presidents Brigham Young, He-
ber C. Kimball, and Daniel H. {Vells,
the First Presidency ; Orson Hyde,
John Taylor, Wilford Woodruff, Geo.
A. Smith, Amasa M. Lyman, Ezra T.
Benson, Lorenzo Snow, Erastus Snow,
and George ). Cannon, of the Twelve
Apostles ; John Smith, Patriarch ;
Joseph Young, sen., Levi W. Hancock,
Albert P, Rockwood, Horace S. El-
dredge, aud John Van Cott, of the
Presidency of the Seventies; John
Young, Edwin D. Woolley, and Sam-
uel W. Richards, the Presidency of
the High Priests’ Quorum; Daniel
Spencer and George B. Wallace, of the
Presidency of this Stake of Zion ;

Edward - Hunter, Leonard W. Hardy,
~ and Jesse C. Little, the Presidency of
the Bishopric ; Peter Maughan, pre-
siding Bishop of Cache county ; Lorin
Farr, President, and C. W. West, pre
siding Bishop of Weber county ; (g\eo.
D. Watt, and Edward L. Sloan, Re-
Fortera, with other Elders and Bishops
rom various parts of the Territory.

In froot of the Stand were the Taber-
nacle choir, led by Elder Robert
Sunds ; the Ogden choir, led by El-
der William Pughb ; and the Logan
choir, led by Elder William Knowles.

The Conference was called to order
g‘y President Brigham Young. The

abernacle choir sang, ‘‘ The morning
breaks. ” Elder Orson Hyde prayed,
Singing, ‘ Go ye messengers of glory,”
by the Tabernacle choir,

President B. Young expressed him-
self that his desires and prayers were
and are, that the Elders of Israel and

God to such an extent, that they ma;
never be deceived ; and he asked,
would it not be well for the Elders in
speaking, to bear testimony to the
work of the Loxd? He bore testimony
to its growtl, and the growth of the
Saints in the principles of eternal life ;
and inqaired, if any had failed to in-
crease in faith and in receiviny the
revelations of God, who had hindered
them from so doing, or taught them
anything that would prevent them
from receiving any blessing they could
desire in righteousness ?

President H. C. Kimball spoke in
testimony concerning the establish-
ment of the kingdom of God, quotin
the words of Jesns, ‘““The kingdom o
God is within you,” and showing that
those who have rendered obedience to
the trath, and have the Spicit of the
Lord with them, and the principles of
the kingdom in their hearts, are the
recipients of the blessings expressed
in those words. He bore testimony
to the Saints, as a people, having in-
creased in righteousness, faith, and
good works.

President D. H. Wells rveasoned
upon the promise made by the Lord
to his Elders, that if they would go
forth without purse and scrip, and bear
His Gospel to the nations, they should
be fed and clothed, and have means
put into their hands, and pointed to
the realization of that promise by all
who had gone forth in faith. Also,
the promise made through the Elders
that those who wounld obey the Guspei
ghould receive a testimony of its truth
—a promise which no impostor could
make with the most remote prospect
of its being fulfilled. Yet it has been
proven true by thousands, and thou-





