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WAS JOSEPH SMITH SENT OF GOD

eighth in thetho book of mormon arearcaro given the names and locations of numerous
cities of great magnitude which once flourished among thothe ancient nations of
america thothe northern portions of south america and also centralamericacentral america
were the most densely populated splendid edifices palaces towers forts and
cities were reared in all directions A careful reader of that interesting book can
tracetrade thothe relative bearings and distances of many of these cities from each other
and if acquainted with thothe present geographical features of the country hebe can
by thetho descriptions given in that book determine very nearly the precisoprecise spot of
groundfreund they oncoonce occupied now sincosince that invaluable book mademado its appearance
in print it is a remarkable fact that thothe mouldering ruinsruins of many selensplendiddidaidald calfi
ces and towers and magnificientmagnificienfc cites of great extent have been discovered by
catherwood and stephens in thetho interior wilds of central america in tbeverythe very
rebireblregion0n where thetho ancient cities described in thothe book of mormon werowere said to
exsesexistt here then is a certain and indisputable evidence that this illiterate youth
the translator of the book of mormon was inspired of god mr smiths

translation describes thothe region of country where great and populous cities ancientancientlyllexisted together with their relative bearings and approximate distances from each
other years after messrs catherwood and stephens discover thetho ruins of forty
four of these very cities and in thothe very place described what but thetho power of
god could havohave revealed beforehand this unknown fact demonstrated years after
by actual discovery
ninth tho fulfillmentfulfilment of a vast number of propheciesofpropliecies delivered by mr smith

is another infallible evidence of his divine mission out of the many hundreds of
fulfilled predictions uttered by him we select the following as examples

1 soon after mr smith found the plates lie commenced translating them
ho had not proceeded far before holieileilo discovered from his own translation of the
prophecy of nephi as before quoted that turnrturne nyitnessesivitnessns besides himself
should behold the book by thothe power of god and should know and testify of its
ardtrdtruthM somosome length of time after this or in thothe month of june AD 1829 tho
lord gave a revelation through mr smith to oliver cowderyCowderycry david whitmer
andandAlartinmartindalartin harris promisingpromis ing them that if they would exercise faith they should
havehavea a yiewviewview of thetho plates and also of the urimtjrimarim and thummimThummim this prediction
was afterwards fulfilled and these three persons send forth their written testimony
in connexion with the book of mormon to all nations kindreds tongues and
people declaring that an angel of god descended from heaven and took the plates
and exhibited them before their eyes and that atdt thothe same time thothe voice of thelord from the heavens tetestifiedstifled to them of thetho truth contained in mr smithstranslation of thesethcsotacso records now an impostor might indeed predict thothe migingratsmgmcging
up of 91 threnTHREE WITNEWITNESSESsarsssrs but hohe could never call down an angel fromi heaven
in the presence of these 11 WITNESSESWITXIMM to fulfillfulfil hihis1s prediction
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2 before the 11 church of jesus christ of latter day saints had any existence
upon thetho earth the prophecy of moroni was translated and printed in the bookdook
of mormon it is expressly predicted in this propheprophecycyscyp that in the day that that
book should be revealed d thetlethotietio blood of the saints should cry unto the lordjiosiojilfrommyllyl
the ground because of the wickedness of the people and that the 11 time shoulduld
soon come when because of the cries and mourning of widows and orphans
whose husbands and fathers should be slain by wicked hands 11 the lord should
avenge the blood of his saints and againgain in august 1831 the word of the lord
came to mr smith saying that themtssaints should be scourgedscourgerscourged aromfromromrow city to cdtcity
andland from synagogue to synagogue and that but s rewfew 11 of those then in ttho0
church should stand to receive an inheritance seeseoseesce book of doctrine and
covenants page 151.151 the blood of many hundreds of saints who have been
slain and martyredmarty red in this church is an incontrovertible evidence of the truth of
the prediction surely mrairninnln smith must have been a prophet of god to havohave fore-
seen not only the rise of the church of the saintsaints but that their blood should cry
aloud from the ground for vengeance upon the nation who should perpetrate these
bloody deeds no human foresight could have seen the bloody sceneries that were
to take place after the rise of the church all natural appearances in the united
states were against the fulfillmentfulfilment of this dreadful prediction every religious
society throughout thethotha whole country was strongly guarded gainstagainst persecution
and religious intolerance by the strong arm of the civil law Tthothe0 glorious consticonati
tutionaution of that great and free people proclaimed religious freedom to every son and
daughter of columbiascolumbwacolumbiaColumColumb biasWablasblab soil yet in the midst of that boasted land of freedom and
religious rights where universal peace seemed to have selected her quiet dwelling
place the voice of a greatgroatgreabreatroat prophet is heard predicting the rise of the latter day
church and the bloollybloody persecutions that should follow her 11 from city to city and
from synagogue to synagogue never were there any prophecies more literally
and palpably fulfilled since thothe creation of thothe earth if the foretelling of future
events that could not possibly have been foreseen by human wisdom events too
that to all outoutwardvard appearances worowerewero very unlikely to comecomo to pass if thothe
predicting of such events and their subsequent fulfillmentfulfilment constitutes a truotrue prophet
then joseph smith must have been a true prophet and if a true prophet he must
have been sent of god
tenth there are many thousands of living witnesses who testify that iodlodindgod has

revealed unto them the truth of the book of mormon by dreams by visions by
the revelations of the holy ghost by the ministering of angels and by his own
voice now if mr smith is an impostor all theaethesetheao witnesses must be impostors
also perhaps it may hebe said that these witnesses aroarcare not impostors but aroare
deceived themselves but wowe ask can any man testify that he KNOWS a faisefalsofalseoaise
doctrine to be true and still not be an impostor menalendlendien frequently are deceived
when they testify their opinionsop ions but never deceived when they testify they havehavo a
knowledge such must eitherelthereitheni th r be impostors or else their doctrine must be true
now would it not be marvellously strange indeed if even three or four men who
were entirely disconnected being strangers to each other should all undertake to
deceive mankind by testifying that an angel of god hadbad descended before them or
that an heavenly vision had been shown to them or that god had in some other
marvellousmarcellousmarv ellous way manifested to them the divine authenticity of the book of mor-
mon if the testimony of three or four impostors would appear marvellousmarcellousmarvellous howbow
infinitely more marvellousmarcellousmarvellous would appear thetho testimony of tens of thousands of im-
postors in difdlfdifterentdifferentTerentwerent countries widely separated from each other and who never saw
each others faces and yet all endeavouring to palm upon the world tilothetho same great
imposition I1 if many thousands of witnesses do testify boldly with words of sober-
ness that god has revealed to them that thisthia is his church or kingdom that was to
be setact up in the last days then we have an overwhelmningoverwhelmning flood of collateral evi-
dences to establish the divine biasionmiesionmiasion of joseph smith
Eeleventhleventh the miracles wrought by joseph smith are evidences of no small

moment to establish his divine authority in the name of the lord lieheileilo cast out
1.1 vils healed tresicktbesicktbtheesicksick spoke with new tongues jnterpretedinterpreted ancient languages and
jipredicted future events many of these miracles were wrought before numerous
multitudes of both believers and unbelievers and upon persons not connected with
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tmreburchwiewirmie church and again the numerous miracleswroughtmiracles wrought through the instrumentality
of thousands of the officers and inmembersembers of this church are additional evidences that
the man who was instrumental in founding the church must have been sent of god
thothe thousands of sick that have been miraculously healed in all parts of the world
where this gospel isis preached give forth a strong and almost irresistible testimony
that mr smiths authority is aromfromfroin heaven although the great majmaimajorityrity of
mankind consider miracles to hebe an 61infalliblefallible evidence in favor of thetho divine au-
thority of thetho one who performs them yet wowe do most distinctly dissent from this
idea if miracles bo admitted as an infallible evidence then all that have ever
wrought miracles must have been sent of god the magicians of egypt toughtwroughtwought
some splendid miracles before that nation they created serpents and frogs and
turned rivers of water into blood if miraculous evidence is infallible the egyp-
tians were bound to receive the contradictory messages of both moses and the
magicians as of divine authority according to this idea the witch of endor
must havohave established her divinodivine mission beyond all controversy by calling forth
a dead man from the grave in the presence of saul king of israel A certain
wicked power described by john rev xiii chap was to do great wonderswondefideriderc
and 11 miracles and cause jyreafeafofrefire to0o come down from heaven on the earth in thothe
sight of mennten if miracles are infallible evidences surely no one should reject the
divine authority of johns beast again in rev xvi cliachanchadcila john saw three
unclean spirits like frogs 19 which hohe expressly says 11 aroarcareafoafe tthethoa sriritssrinitsspirits OFor dnvilsanvils
WORKING mlraclnsMIRACLES which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole
world to gather them to the battle of tlethettattetie great day of god mightyalmightyzildil the
learned divines and clergy ofnf the nineteenth century boldly declare that
is miracles are an infallibleinfalliblrinfallibly evidence of the divine mission of the one who per-
forms themtilem if so who can blamoblamebiame the 11 the kings of the earth and these
learned divines and all their followers for embracing the messagemessa e of these divinely
inspired devils for according to their argument they shoulfshouffshould in no wisowisewiso reject
them for they prove their mission by evidences which they say are infallible we
shall expect in a few years to see an innumerable host of sectarian ministers as well
as kinhinkingss takinatakinytaking up their line of march for the great valley of 11 armageddon nearjerusalemjerusalem anand thus prove by their works that they aoflofaoalo really believe in the infallliilfalli
bititebititybility of miraculous evidence devils can work miraclesiniracles as well as god and as
they have already persuaded the religious world that miracles are infallible eviden-
ces

cohlencvhlen
of divine authority they will not have much difficulty among thothe followers

of modern christianity in establishing the divinity of their mission but
the 11 latter day saints do not believe in the infallibility of miraculous evidence
wowe believe that miraculous gifts are absolutely necessary in thothe church of christ
without which it cannot exist on the earth miracles when taken in connexion
with a pure holy and perfect doctrine reasonable and scriptural is a very strong
collateral evidence in favour of that doctrine and of the divinedivino authority of those
who preach it but abstract miracles jaloneilone unconnected with other evidences
instead of being infallible proofs are no proofs at all they are as likely to be false
as true so baptism sorrofforor the remission of sins is essential in the church of
christ and when taken in connexion with all other points of doctrine embraced in
the gospel is a presumptive evidence for thothe divine authority of the person who
preaches it but baptism for the remission of sins unconnected with other
partsarts of thetlletile doctrine of christ would bobe no evidence either for or againstagmnst thethoSdivinoivino authority of any man thothe many thousands of miraclesmiracle wroughtt in this
church being connected as they arewithareditharearo with an infallible doctrine and with a vast
number of other proofs have carried an almost irresistible conviction to thetho minds
of vast multitudes who have in conseconsequencepence yeildedycilded obedience totd thetiletho message
and become in their turn the happy recipients of the same power of god by which
they themselves can also heal the sick and work by faith in the name of the lord
thus demonstrating to themselves thothetilo truth of the Savisavlsasisaviourssaiiouesours promise viz that
certain miraculous 44 signs should follow chenttjiemthent that believe seoseesco markmaru chap xvi
there is onoone thing connected with joseph smiths message which will at onceonco

prove him to bobe an impostor or else a true prophet it is a certain promise con-
tained in a revelation which was given through him to the apostles of this church
in the year 1832 it reads as follows goyogo yo into all the worldworld and whatsoever

t2ta
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place ye cannot gogo into ye shall send that the testimony may go from you intbint6inta all
the world unto every creature and as I1 said unto mine apostles oveneven so I1 sasayy
unto you for you are mine apostles even gods high priestsnriestsriestspriests 9 yo0 are they whom
my father hath given me ye are my friends thereforethere4oretherefore as I11 said unto mine
apostles I1 say unto you again that every soul who believethbelieveth on your words and is
baptized by water for the remission of sins shall receive the holy ghost and
thesethebe signs shall follow them that believe in mymt name they shall do many won-
derfulderfulerful works inin my name they shall cast out devils in my name they shall heatheal
the sick in my name they shall open the eyes of the blind and unstop the earscars of
the deaf and the tongue of the dumb shall sspeakeak and if any man shall administer
tolsonpoisonpolson unto them it shall not hurt them aniansand the poison of the serpent shall not
havehaseave power to harm them verily verily I1 say unto you they who
believe not on your words and aroare not baptized in water inin my name for thetho
rremissione of their sins that they may receive the holy ghost shall be damned and
shall not come into my fathers kingdom where my father and I1 am and this
ierevelationvelation unto you and commandment is in force from this very hour upon all
the world doctrine and covenants pagejagepago 8080.8686. here then this great modern
Pprophet has presented himself before the whole world with a bold unequivocal
Ppromise to every soul who would believe on his message a promise too that no
impostor would dare to make with the most distant hope of success an impostor
might indeed make such a promise to his followers but they never would realize a
fulfillmentfulfilment of it if thesethebethebo miraculous signs have not followed according to thothe
above promise then the tens of thousands who have complied with the conditions
would know joseph smith to be an impostor and with onoone accord would turn
away and that would be the end of the imposition but the very fact that vastvistvash
multitudes are annually being added to the church and continue therein year after
76aryearyean iiss a demonstrative evidence that the promise is fulfilled that the holy ghost
is givengiyenglyenivenlyen and the miraculous signs also dare any othurother societies in all thothe worldwacmacwazmakemako such a promise unto the believers inin their restectiverespectiverespective systems no they darodare
not they know full well that it would bobe the speedyspee y downfall and utter oferoieroverthrowthrow
of their vainsvainvaln unauthorized and powerless rolereliroiereligionsionslons 0 what a wide and marked
difference between the reilrefirellreligionrefigiongionglon of joseph 19mitlismith and that of protestant and
catholic religion between his authority and that of sectarian divinesldivinessdivindivinesesl1 the onobno
1666espromises all the miraculous gifts of the holy ghost to his followers the other is liiiiilikas
ppowerless16veil6ss as thothe dry stubble prepared for the burning while thothe followers of
this great prophet cast out devils speak with new tontonguesguest heal the sick open thdmhd
eyoeyeejeeyess of the blind cause the lame to walk obtain heavenly visionvisions and converseconvene wwithitll
angels the followers of those unauthorized deluded and crafty sects not only denydedy
these great and glorious gifts or impute them in these days to the power of tiitiltho0
devil but they grasp the sword and firearmsfire arms and deadly weaponweapons to kill oftoff thothe
saints and drive them from the face of what they call civilized society while tho
an6nonee class are suffering martyrdom by scores for their testimony the other class arearcarg
rollrollinging in all the luxuries and splendors of great babylon with fat salaries of from
ten to twenty and twenty seven thousand pounds sterling per annum
As we have briefly examined into the nature of the evidences in favour of joseph

smiths divine mission it may be well at the close of this number to give a11 shaithai
summary of the proofs and arguments contained in the foregoing

1 joseph smiths doctrine isis rreasonableidaicasonable scriptural perfect and infallible in all
its precepts commands ordinanceordinances promises blessinblessings and gifts in his orgamzaorgdiiiia
tipntian of the church hono officer mentioned in the newew testament organizationAsIs
omitted inspired apostles and prophets are conconsideredderedderod as necessary as pastorpalfbfa
teachers or any other officer
2 joseph smiths accountofaccount of thothe restoration of thethothogospelgospel by an angel ofhis taking

out of the ground the sacred records of thetho tribe of joseph of their subsequent
translation by the gift of god and of the great western continents being given to
a remnant of joseph where they have grown into a multitude of nations aroare allnilali
events clearly predicted by the ancient jewish apostles and prophets together with
the minute circumstances connected therewith the times and seasons inin which thlthethesethosead
amventsevents 4houldshouldbouldsnobiasnouia transpireandtranspireiranspire anaanuand theine purposes whichwmcn theyiney shouldsnouiu accomplishaccuiiipna hroalsoaroare alsoaiso all

pplainlyfainlyai&iniy foretold joseph smtthsmith presents the worldvorldiailiwith didiatfiffnentthe fulfilihent at the66 predictedpro
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time in the predicted manner and for thothe predicted purpose as ancientlyancientllancientancientlyll specifispecifiedspecifyed

3 joseph smith incorporates in his mission thetho gathering of thothe saints out of
babylon and every other predicted event that was to characteriseebaracterisocharacterismcharac terise the great prepa-
ratory dispensation for the second advent of our lord
4 thothe revelation in the book of mormon pointing out the location of many

ancient cities the ruins of which were subsequently discovered by catherwood and
stephens the direct and palpable fulfillmentfulfilment of many of the prophecies of joseph
smith which no human sagacity could have foreseenforeseer all naturalnatural appearances and
circumstances being entirely against their expected fulfillmentfulfilment tho raising up of
numerous other witnesses whowhamwhomwhar also testify to the ministering of angels and the
manifestations of the power of god confirmatory of this messagemessa c the performance
of many splendid miracles hyby mrsirhir smith and his followers aniand the bold urunequivo-
cal

gtnuivoquivo
al promise of the miraculous gifts to all who should believe and embrace intsinisthis mes-
sage are all evidences such as no impostor ever has given or ever can give they
aroarc evidences such as will prove the salvation of every creature that receives the
message and thothe damnation of every soul who rejects it 0 PRATT
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edindurgitedinnonanedisEDiNburahnonanburgh
this conference of thetho church of jesus christ of latter dydayaay saints was hoidhold on

sunday thetiie 18th june 18418488 at thothe usual hour of worship inin the hall no 1
drummondidrummond street
the meeting was called to order by elder gibson when a hymn was sung after

which elder douglas president of thothe glasgow conference opened the meeting
byprayerby prayer it was thereafter unanimously resolved anthoonthoon the motion of eldersmeetawaughwittig
and mmastermialasterAlastermcmasterMMMI aster that elder gibson president of this conference conduct thothe busi-
ness to come before this meeting
it was also resolved on thothe motion of the president and brother peter macomiemacombeMacomie

that elder waugh clerk of thetho cogcopconferenceference minute the days proceedings
thetho president after introducing our ouramericanamerican brother elder crandellcrandeudunnthodunn the

president of sheffield conference to the notice of the saints assembled hastened to
shew that thetho work of the lord in these last days continued to progress in this
reregion
111se

on noting that in february 1847 thothe conference was upwards of fivebundredfive hundredbundred
less than at the present time notwithstannotwithstandingding so many had removed and called
for thetho representation of thothe various branches in thetho following order

BRANCHBRAWCIIbrancu represented nrDY nr eldBIDrid rrsPRSITEATEA DRADBAdea MEM ttl BAPUAPnapnarbar recREGRKC RMYnmtl&C 0 DEDDEO SCT

aberdeen elder findlay 0 2 1 0 1 9 13 4 1 0 0 0 0
biggar 1 waugh 0 0 1 0 0 4 65 0 0 0 0 0 0
niaekgniaekB aek braes tomkinsonTomyl nson 0 0 2 1 1 27 31 17 0 0 0 0 0nowDownownessness ae&c&e tomkinsontoruklnson 0 1 1 1 0 28 31 6 IS18 8 0 0 0
clackmannanClackmannan sharp 0 2 1 3 2 102 110 19 8 14 1 0 00
croftheadCrofaheadthead deansdoans 0 2 4 2 3 63 74 19 2 1 0 0 2dundee it findlay 0 1 3 2 2 52 60 12 1 0 1 0 2dunfermllnedunfermline it MImimestermmastcrmimasterMaster 0 1 1 4 1 69 66 24 1 711illzil71 4 2 2eastwemysseastesst Wemyss 1 cook 0 0 1 1 0 18118 1200.0 0 0 0 0 0 0edinburghudinburghudenburghedinUdinburgh 01 menzies 1 7 7 5 1 1581598 17979 16 4 5 0 0 22falklrkfalkirk calder 0 2 1 0 1 21 25 0 2 0 0 0 2greenlaw marwanmkwanmirwan 0 0 0 1 0 65 6 0 0 11 0 0 0011unterfleldiiunterfleld nibleyMb lejley 0 2 65 3 2 62 74 21 2 2 1 0 0lochgellyLoch gelly watson 0 1 3 2 0 27 33 3 11 7 0 0 0oakley drown 0 2 1 1I 1 44 49 4 0 8 0 0 0rathheadpathhendrathpathheadhendhoad curriocurriecurrlecarrio 0 3 3 4 1 72 93 4 1 a3 0 0 3perth 1indlgfindlay 0 0 2 1 0 9 12 12 0 010 0 0 1Isiaslasiamannanmannan tomtomkinson 0 0 0 0 0 9 9 0 2 0 0 0 0stirling waugh 0 0 1 0 1 is16 17 0 0 0 2 0 0scattered saints waugh 0 0 0 0 0 34 31 0 0 0 0 0 0itravellingTra velling elderseiders waugh 0 4 1 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0Q 0westwostvostwestweniyssweinyss it Crookcrookstonecrookitonebrookstonestoneatone 0 1 1 0 0 11 13 0 0 0 0 010 017total 1 31 400 31 7.7117 fl 94991949 15151 M 130110ihoibo 907717711 t
thothe above branchesbranchobranche aretirearotiro chiefly in roodgood condirondiconditiontion and 151 baptibaptized during the last quarter thotheofficersofficer present 2 high priests 18 elders 11 priests 8 teachteacherserssersterbs and 3 deacons




