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 to do His work, His strange work, 
and to perform His act, His strange act.
22 And now, do not scoff,  
lest your bonds be made strong,
because I have heard from the Lord, the Lord of Hosts, a 
decree of destruction upon the whole earth. 

Parable of the Farmer (28:23–29)

Isaiah 23 Give ear, and hear my voice; 
hearken, and hear my speech. 
24 Does the plowman plow all day, 
breaking up and harrowing his ground for sowing? 
25 Once he has leveled its surface,  
does he not scatter dill and cast cumin?
And he puts wheat in rows, 
and barley in its proper place, 
and spelt around the border? 
26 For He {God} teaches him judgment; 
his God instructs him. 
27 For dill is not threshed with a threshing sledge, 
nor is a cartwheel rolled over cumin,
but dill is beaten out with a staff 
and cumin with a rod. 
28 Grain is crushed, but the thresher does not thresh it forever. 
When he drives his cartwheel with his horses,  
he does not crush it. 
29 This also goes forth from the Lord of Hosts— 
He provides wonderful counsel; 
He magnifies wisdom. 

Jerusalem to Be Brought Down by the Lord (29:1–10)

Isaiah 29  Woe!120 O Ariel, Ariel,  
 the town where David encamped.

Add year upon year;  
let the festivals go through the cycle.

120.  Distress will come to Jerusalem’s inhabitants because of God’s forthcoming judgments. 
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The Lord 2 And I will cause distress to Ariel;  
and there will be mourning and sorrow!

Isaiah [For thus has the Lord said unto me]121,
The Lord “It will be unto Ariel,  

3 [that]122 I [the Lord] will camp against [her] round about;  
and besiege [her] with a mound and I will raise siege works 
against [her]. 
4 And [she]123 will be brought low and speak from the earth;  
and [her] speech will be low out of the dust,
and [her] voice will be like a spirit of the dead124, from the earth,  
and [she] will whisper from the dust. 
5 And the multitude of [her]125 strangers will become like fine dust  
and the multitude of the ruthless like blown chaff. 
And it will happen in an instant,  
suddenly! 

Isaiah 6 [For they will]126 be visited by the Lord of Hosts,  
with thunder and earthquake and a great sound, 
whirlwind and tempest and a flame of a devouring fire. 
7 And the multitude of all the nations that wage war against Ariel, 
that attack it and its fortress and those who distress it,
will be like a dream, 
a vision in the night— 
8 [Yea]127, it will be [unto them even] as a hungry person who 
dreams, and behold, he is eating 
but awakens and his soul is empty;
or like a thirsty person who dreams, and behold, he is drinking, 
but awakens and behold, faint! And his soul is parched!

Ariel is a name for Jerusalem. It is translated as “lion of God,” “lioness of God,” or “altar-hearth” 
of God. The lion is a symbol of Judah (see Genesis 49:9).
121.  From JST.
122.  Bracketed words in verse 3 are from JST.
123.  Bracketed words in verse 4 are from JST.
124.  The word translated as “spirit of the dead” (Hebrew ’ov) is difficult to translate. The lexi-
cons present various translations, including “skin-bottle,” “necromancer,” “ghost,” “medium,” 
and “spirit of the dead.” In my view, “spirit of the dead” makes the best sense in this passage.
125.  From JST.
126.  From JST.
127.  Bracketed words in verse 8 are from JST and 2 Nephi 27:3.
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Thus, will be the multitude of all the nations that wage war 
against Mount Zion. 
9 [For behold, all you that do iniquity]128, tarry and be astonished, 
[for you will] blind yourselves and be blind; 
[yea, you will be] drunk but not from wine; 
[you will] stagger but not from strong drink. 
10 For [behold]129, the Lord has poured over you a spirit of  
deep sleep.
[For behold, you have] shut your eyes, [and you have rejected] 
the prophets and your rulers, [and] the seers He has covered 
[because of your iniquities]. 

The Book of Mormon (29:11–14; JST 29:11–26)130

Isaiah [And it shall come to pass that the Lord God shall bring forth 
unto you the words of a book; and they shall be the words of 
them which have slumbered. (JST 29:11) And behold, the book 
shall be sealed; and in the book shall be a revelation from God, 
from the beginning of the world to the ending thereof. (JST 
29:12) Wherefore, because of the things which are sealed up, 
the things which are sealed shall not be delivered in the day of 
the wickedness and abominations of the people. Wherefore, the 
book shall be kept from them. (JST 29:13) But the book shall be 
delivered unto a man, and he shall deliver the words of the book, 
which are the words of those who have slumbered in the dust; 
and he shall deliver these words unto another, but the words 
that are sealed he shall not deliver; neither shall he deliver the 
book. (JST 29:14) For the book shall be sealed by the power of 
God, and the revelation which was sealed shall be kept in the 
book until the own due time of the Lord, that they may come 
forth; for behold, they reveal all things from the foundation of 
the world unto the end thereof. (JST 29:15) And the day cometh 
that the words of the book which were sealed shall be read upon 
the housetops; and they shall be read by the power of Christ; 
and all things shall be revealed unto the children of men, which 
ever have been among the children of men and which ever will 
be, even unto the end of the earth. (JST 29:16) Wherefore, at that 

128.  All bracketed words in this verse are from JST and 2 Nephi 27:4.
129.  All bracketed words in this verse are from JST and 2 Nephi 27:10.
130.  Scholars have various views concerning the meaning of this section of Isaiah, but the 
Joseph Smith Translation (marked in brackets) provides us great clarity and understanding.
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day when the book shall be delivered unto the man of whom I 
have spoken, the book shall be hid from the eyes of the world, 
that the eyes of none shall behold it, save it be that three wit-
nesses shall behold it by the power of God, besides him to whom 
the book shall be delivered; and they shall testify to the truth of 
the book and the things therein. (JST 29:17) And there is none 
other which shall view it, save it be a few according to the will 
of God, to bear testimony of his word unto the children of men; 
for the Lord God hath said that the words of the faithful should 
speak, as it were, from the dead. (JST 29:18) Wherefore, the Lord 
God will proceed to bring forth the words of the book; and in 
the mouth of as many witnesses as seemeth him good will he 
establish his word; and woe be unto him that rejecteth the word 
of God. (JST 29:19) But behold, it shall come to pass that the 
Lord God shall say unto him to whom he shall deliver the book,

The Lord “Take these] words [which are not] sealed [and] deliver [them] 
to another, [that he may show them unto the] learned, saying,

M. Harris ‘Read this, I pray thee.’ (JST 29:20 = KJV 29:11)
Isaiah And [the learned shall say,
C. Anthon “Bring hither the book, and I will read them”;
The Lord and now because of the glory of the world and to get gain will 

they say this, and not for the glory of God. And the man shall say, 
M. Harris “I cannot bring the book for it is sealed.” 
The Lord Then shall the learned say,] 
C. Anthon “I cannot [read] it.” (JST 29:21 = KJV 29:11)
Isaiah [Wherefore, it shall come to pass that the Lord God will deliver 

again] the book [and the words thereof] to him that is not 
learned; [and the man that is not learned shall say, 

J. Smith “I am not learned.”
Isaiah Then shall the Lord God say unto him, 
The Lord “The learned shall not read them, for they have rejected them; 

and I am able to do mine own work; wherefore, thou shalt read 
the words which I shall give unto thee. (JST 29:22 = KJV 29:12) 
Touch not the things which are sealed, for I will bring them 
forth in mine own due time; for I will show unto the children of 
men that I am able to do mine own work. (JST 29:23) Where-
fore, when thou hast read the words which I have commanded 
thee and obtained the witnesses which I have promised unto 
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thee, then shalt thou seal up the book again and hide it up unto 
me, that I may preserve the words which thou hast not read until 
I shall see fit in mine own wisdom to reveal all things unto the 
children of men. (JST 29:24) For behold, I am God; and I am a 
God of miracles; and I will show unto the world that I am the 
same yesterday, today, and forever; and I work not among the 
children of men, save it be according to their faith.”] (29:25)

Isaiah [And again it shall come to pass that] the Lord [shall say unto 
him that shall read the words that shall be delivered him]: 

The Lord “Forasmuch as this people draw near unto Me with their mouth,  
and with their lips they honor Me, 
but their [hearts] are far from Me,  
and their fear [toward] Me is taught by the [precepts] of men.
Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvelous work 
among this people, [yea], a marvelous work and a wonder, for 
the wisdom of their wise [and learned] shall perish, and the 
understanding of their prudent will be hid.” (JST 29:26 = KJV 
29:13–14) 

The Humble Rejoice in the Book (29:15–24)

Isaiah 15 [And]131 woe to those who go deep to hide their counsel from 
the Lord,  
whose deeds are in the dark, and they say,

The wicked “Who sees us? And who knows us?” 
Isaiah [And they also say]:
The wicked 16 “You turn things upside down! Should the potter be regarded 

as the clay?”
The Lord [“But behold, I will show unto them,” says the Lord of Hosts, 

“that I know all their works”].
The Lord Should the thing he made say of its maker, 
Thing 
formed

“He did not make me”?

The Lord Or the thing formed say to the potter,
Thing 
formed

“He has no understanding”? 

131.  Bracketed words in this verse are from 2 Nephi 27:27.
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Isaiah 17 [But behold, says the Lord of Hosts:
The Lord “I will show unto the children of men that it is]132 not yet a little 

while and Lebanon will be turned into a fertile field and the fer-
tile field be regarded as a forest.”

Isaiah 18 And in that day the deaf will hear the words of the book, 
and from gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind will see. 
19 And the meek also will increase {their} rejoicing in the Lord; 
and the poor will be joyful in the Holy One of Israel. 
20 For [assuredly as the Lord lives they shall see that]133  
the ruthless will come to nothing 
and the scoffer cease.
And all who watch for iniquity will be cut off. 21 [And they],134 
who, with a word, cause a person to sin and who lay a snare for 
an arbitrator at the gate and turn aside the righteous for chaos. 
22 Therefore thus the Lord, who redeemed Abraham, says to the 
house of Jacob:

The Lord “Jacob will not now be ashamed, 
neither will his face now grow pale. 
23 Because when he sees his children, the work of My hands, 
they will sanctify My name.”

Isaiah And they will sanctify the Holy One of Jacob 
and will hold in awe the God of Israel. 
24 They who err in spirit will know discernment; 
those who murmur will learn instruction. 

Judah Rejects Its Prophets and Walks with Egypt (30:1–17)

Isaiah 30  Declares the Lord,

The Lord “Woe, stubborn children, who devise counsel that is not from Me 
and who form an alliance that is not of My Spirit so that they 
add sin to sin,
2 who go down to Egypt without asking at My mouth
to take refuge in the stronghold of Pharaoh 
and to seek shelter in the shadow of Egypt.

132.  From 2 Nephi 27:28.
133.  From 2 Nephi 27:31.
134.  From 2 Nephi 27:32.


