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JUNVENILE

without the heel touching the ground), as the lion, tiger,
wolf, dog, eat and weasel; ““plantigrade,” (or those in which the
palm of the hind foot touches the ground in walking), as the
bear and badger; “pinuigrade” (having pinion-like organs to
move by, as fins), such as seals, sea-lions and walrus; “herbiv-
ores” (or plant-eating), as the ruminants (animals which ehew
the eud), such as the eow, sheep, antelope and camel; or
“omnivores,” such animals as live on animal or vegetable food,
as the hog.

By referring to the foregoing, such animals as will first be
noticed in these “stories” may be assigned to their proper
position among mammals.

The Prairie Wolf represented in the picture on the first
page, as will be seen by consulting the brief classification given,
belongs to the highest division of the animal kingdom,
that of the vertebrates. He is classed among the mammals,
and belongs to the carnivores. He is also classed with the
digitigrades, that is, walking on the toes without the heel
touching the ground.

Although this quadruped is classed among the more noble
animals, he is a most ignoble fellow. Not that he is imperfect
in the sphere in which he moves, but compared with some
other animals he appears to be inferior in those qualities we
admire. For instance, he is a great coward, and will slink
back into a corner at the mere apprehension of danger. But,
be on your guard, he is only watching for an opportunity; he
is as “sly as a fox,” but not half so daring; let him only get
“half a chance,” and he will snap at you with as much audacity
as a lion; and then he will instantly retreat as if he was
ashamed of himselfor ““seared” at his own daring.

There is a ““hang-dog” look about Mr. Coyote, as this animal
is called, in which re-pect he very much resembles some of
the Indian dogs, which may almost be taken for him.

As to eating, the Prairie Wolfis by no means particular; all
the refuse of other carnivorous animals will be devoured with
unmistakable relish. Notice him when eating, how slyly he
looks up to soe if there is «ny danger at hand. If he sees
you watching him he will b«o self-denjing that he will not
touch a morsel, but will look wistfully at the food, taking a
snatch at it if you hanpen to turn your head. And such
teeth! Notice those of a fine dog, and you may get a good
idea of them. In fact, Cams means dog.

Let us imagine ourselves at the camp fire on the prairie:
lucky for us that we have a fire. Look at those glaring eyes,
like cats' eyes, staring at you through the intense darkness.
Listen to the growling, barking, snapping and snarling, as if
they were taking counsel what to do under the very awkward
circumstances. They will not pass the fire; you are safe.
They are a pack of Prairie Wolves, that could tear you to
pieces in an instant. You may see their work in the morning,
if any foot-sore animal has come in their way, by the bones
they have left to bleach upon the plains.

The appetite of this animal is disgusting; he will eat the
most offensive matter; no prairie grave is safe from him.
We don’t like you, Mr. Coyote, if science has placed you
among the nobler animals; your habits are repulsive and
sacrilegious. We dare not tell of j'our dark doings on the
wild and desolate prairies. J. L. Barfoot

It is quite easy to perform our duties when they are pleas-
ant, and imply no self-sacrifice; the test of principle is to
perform them with equal readiness when they are onerous and
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TEZCUCIANS, TLASCALANS, QUICHES, Etc

ri’iiF. Acolhuans, or Tezeueians, next to the Aztecs, were the
| most distinguished nation of Mexico after the departure
of the Toltecs. They built the great city of Tezcuco on the
eastern border of the Mexican lake, which, next to Mexico,
was the largest and most beautiful city of Anahuac. It con-
tained three temples, each measuring four hundred feet along
the base of its front- Although the Tezeueians indulged in the
practice of human sacrifice, they at the same time believed
in an all-powerful Creator of the universe; and so ardent were
they in this belief, that they erected a temple which was
dedicated ““to the Unknown God, the Cause of Causes.”

The Tezeueians were in advance of the Aztecs in purely
intellectual progress. They had the best histories, the best
poems, the purest dialect and the best system of laws. Their
laws were founded upon the principles of justice; honesty and
fair dealing were required by all functionaries; a judge found
guilty of receiving a bribe was punished with death; suitors
appeared in person, not by counsel, and each party could be a
witness in his own behalf. The clerk of the court made a
statement of the case, and an abstract of the testimonj’ and
proceedings of the trial in writing (hieroglyphical), which,
was preserved by the court.

Agriculture, above everything else was encouraged by the
rulers. Every available spot of ground was cultivated. Nez-
hualcoyatl, the sovereign who reigned at Tezcuco about the
middle of the fourteenth century, and who has been called the
Solomon of the new world, had a fondness for gardening, and
within his dominions were a number of gardens, floral and
vegetable, described as being incomparably beautiful. These
gardens were supplied with aqueducts and filled with fountains,
fish-ponds and large aviaries, and protected by a wood contain-
ing thousands of cedars, which still flourished long after the
conquest. Nor did this king content himself with gardening
merely; he erected a magnificent pile of buildings, which
might serve both as a royal residence and for the public offices..
It measured from east to west three thousand, seven hundred
feet, and from north to south two thousand, nine hundred and
thirty feet. It was surrounded by a wall of adobies and
cement, six feet wide and nine feet high for one half of its
circumference, and fifteen feet high for the other half.  Within
its enclosure were two courts, one used as the great market-
place of the city. The interior court was surrounded by the
council chambers and halls ofjustice; there were also accommo-
dations for foreign ambassadors, and & large saloon with
apartments opening into it for men of science and poets, who,
in private pursued their studies or met together under the
marble porticos to converse. Here also were kept the public
archives. Adjoining this court were the apartments of the
king and his family, which was quite numerous, he having by
his various wives no less than sixty sons and fifty daughters.
The walls of the palace were encrusted with alabaster and
richly painted stucco, or hung with gorgeous tapestries of
cotton and variegated feather work. Accommodations on a
princely scale were provided for the sovereigns of Mexico and
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Tlaeopan when they visited his court. The building contained
three hundred apartments, some of them one hundred and
fifty feet square. The interior of the building was doubtless
constructed of the rich woods found in the country, which,
when polished, are remarkable for their brilliancy and varie-
gated colors. The more solid parts of the structure have
furnished an inexhaustible quarry for the churches and other
edifices since erected by the Spaniards on the site of the
ancient city. We are not informed of the time oceup ed in
building this palace, but two hundred thousand workmen
were employed upon it. Not only were the beautiful gardens
destroyed, but the palace itself was burned by order of
Zumaraga, first bishop of Mexico. The Tezcucians excelled
in poetry. Nezahualcayotl’s mind, in his declining years,
seemed to be absorbed in the contemplation of the future, and
his immortal destiny. The following are some ol his thoughts,
as translated by halves from the Othomie language:

“The great, the wise the valiant, the beautiful,

Alas! where are they now?

They are all mingled with the clod;

And that which has befallen them shall happen us.

And to them that come after us.

Yet, let us take courage, illustrious nobles and chieftains,

Let us aspire to Heaven,

Where all is eternal, and corruption cannot come.

The horrors of the. tomb are but the cradle of the sun,

And the dark shadows of death are brilliant lights of the stars.”

Some of their poems contain sentiments as sublime and
eloquent as our most gifted poets. This lament of one of
their bards is beautiful:

“Banish care, if there be bounds to pleasure,
The saddest life must have an end.

Then weave the chaplet of flowers, and

Sing the song of praise of the all-powerful God;
For the glory of this world soon fadeth away.”

The Tlascalans were a branch of the Aztec family. They
occupied at first the western borders of Lake Tezcuco; about
the same time the Aztecs settled Mexico. These two nations
were very hostile towards each other, and kept up bloody
wars. "After defeating the Aztecs in two great battles, they
emigrated to the valley between the lake and the gulf of
Mexico, and there built their capital called Tlascala, one of
the most noted cities of Anahuac. They established a repub-
lican form of government, and maintained their independence
against the whole power of Montezuma. In regard to civili-
zation, they were equal with the Mexicans. To protect the
eastern border of the republic, they constructed a wall of
stone twenty feet thick and nine feet high, for a distance of
six miles across the valley; on the western quarter ditches and
entrenchments were constructed with a degree of mathemat-
ical skill which showed a high advancement of knowledge in
military engineering.

Tlascala meant *““the place of bread,” and the principal
products were maize and cochineal. The Tlascalans were not
only farmers, but soldiers, and very courageous and jealous of
their honor and their liberty. Going into confederacy with
the Spaniards against their ancient rivals, the Mexicans, they
were involved in the common ruin after the conquest.

To the north of Mexico dwelt the lluaxtecas, and the
Tarascas dwelt to the north-west. In the arts and civilization
they were nearly equal to the Aztecs. They were bold, inde-
pendent and fearless, and never submitted to the Mexican
powers, though repeated efforts were made to bring them into
subjection.
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At the time of the conquest numerous tribes inhabited
Central America; in fact, it was the old kingdom of Guate-
mala. Yucatan seems to have been a focal point of early
civilization.  Within its limits are found some of the most
splendid ruins of America. At the time of the conquest the
Quiches, Mayas and Tobascians occupied the country. Tecurn-
Umam was the ruling prince, and the chief'citv of the Quiches
was Utallah, hardly surpassed by Mexico in point of splendor
and magnitude. It was walled, and had only two ways of
entrance, one by a causeway, and the other by a Hight of steps.
The refinement of these people astonished the Spaniards.
They dwelt in well-constructed houses built of stone, ami were
respectably clothed. Their temples were large and of consid-
erable architectural taste. They cultivated the ground with
much care, lived in towns and had a well-regulated system of
eitil government.

When the Spaniards first invaded the Isthmus of Darien,
they found it densely peopled with natives, enjoying a degree
of civilization equal to those of Guatemala. They were sup-
posed to be of the same race as the Quiches, though divided
into tribes, and differing in appearance as much as the different
nations of Mexico from one another.

COMMERCIAL AUAIYUYEL OF
COUE/TESIY.

TN one of our large hotels a young man has a very large
L salary as room clerk. He has the faculty of stowing
people away in all sorts of unmentionable places in his hotel,
and making the guests feel happy about it. His politeness
and good humor never run empty. Stout, of the Shoe and
Leather Bank, is celebrated for his financial success and for
his inexhaustible good nature. lie is never so busy but he
has a kind word for the humblest. When they are rushing
things in the bank, Mr. Stout always finds time to say. “Take
a siat. I'll be at leisure in a moment. A man came into the
bank the other day and opened an account. ““l came here,”
he said, ““not simply because I knew my money would be safe
with you, but because you are always civil. | have been a
depositor in----- bank for many years. 1 went in to-day to see
the cashier. | knew him when he had no society to boast of,
and hardly money enough to buy a dinner at a cheap restau-
rant. | laid my hat on the desk, which 1 suppose | had no
business to do. He waved his hand with an imperious air,
and said, ‘Take this hat off. 1 removed my hat, when he
said, ‘Now I will hear what you have to say.” ‘I’ve nothing
to say to you,' | replied. | went to the book-keener, ordered
my account to be made lip, took the bank’s check for §42,000,
and this 1 wish to deposit.” The president and cashier repre-
sent two styles of business men common in New York. Sauci-
ness does not bear a high commerial value among the financial
men of the city.—Chicago Commercial.

The most hideous women in the world are said to live in
the valley of Spiti, which is a mountain-bound, almost inac-
cessible place, twelve thousand feet above the level of the sea,
among the Himalaya. Their features are large and coarse,
the expression of their faces is usually a natural grim-
ace, and they hang rings in their noses. They dress in
thick tunics and trousers, and their large, heavy boots,
which come high up above the knees, are often filled around
their legs with flour for warmth.
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	misery and sorrow which they inflicted upon two nations! We  do not know where a more vivid picture can be found of the  horrid effects which follow apostasy than is depicted in the  Book of Mormon in connection with the apostasy of Amaliekiah.
	They, however, turned round and accompanied President  Young and his brethren to the house of father Timothj' B.  Clark, near Far Y’cst. Early on the morning of the 26th of  April—the day mentioned in the revelation—a conference was  held, thirty-one persons were cut off from the Church, and the  Apostles and Saitos proceeded to the building spot of the  Lord s House, where Elder Cntler, the master workman of the  house, then re-commenced luyin» the foiindation, agreeably to  revelation, by rolling up a large stone near the sontli-east corner.  The following of the Twelve were present:—Brigham Young,  Heber C. Kimball, Orson Pratt, John E. Page and Joliu Tay­ lor, who proceeded to ordain Wilford PVoodruff and George A.  Smith to the office of the Twelve, to fill the places of those who  had fallen. Darwin Chase and Norman Shearer, (who had just  been liberated from Biehmond prison, and arrived the evening  previons,) were then ordained to the office of the Seventies,  The Twelve then offered np a vocal prayer in the following  order;—Brigdiam W>img, Ifeljer C. Kimball, Orsni l’ratt, John  I'o l’agc, John Taylor, Y'illord Y'oodrnfi', and George A, 





